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 NAME 
HISTORIC Hutton, E.E., House 

. . 

AND/OR COMMON 

"Place Cal led ~ u t t o n "  

STREET& NUMBER Corner of U.S. Route 219 and 250 and Union S t r e e t  
-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

C I N  TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Hut tonsv i l l e  - VICINITY OF Second 
STATE COUNTY CODE 
West V i r g i n i a  Randolph 083 

ECLASSIFICATION . . 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC X_OCCUPED AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

XBUILDING(S) ?PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH - -WORK IN PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-OBJECT -IN PROCESS KYES RESTRICTED -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTRICTED -INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-NO -MILITARY -OTHER: 

NAME W. Doris Boggs 

STREET & NUMBER 

P.O. Box 126 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

H u t t o n s v i l l e  - VICINITY OF West V i r g i n i a  

ELOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.flC. Randolph County Courthouse 
STREET h NUMBER 

Randolph S t r e e t  
CITY.TOWN STATE 

Elkins  West V i r g i n i a  

TITLE 

- F E D E R N  S T A T E  -COUNTY A O C A L  

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XUNALTERED &ORIGINAL SITE 

. ZGOOD - R U I N S  A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE - . - 
-FAIR -U NExPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE - .' 
Set  on a  s t e e p  h i l l  overlooking Hu t tonsv i l l e  and i t s  major highway connect ions,  

- t h e  E.E. Hutton House s t ands  as  a  ma je s t i c  example o f \ t h e  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  of V ic to r i an  
s t y l e s  t o  t he  coun t rys ide  of West V i rg in i a .  The s t r u c t u r e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  c r o s s  i n  
o u t l i n e ,  i t s  four  gables  s e t  perpendicular  and i t s  r o o f l i n e s  connect ing near  c e n t e r .  
Two-and-one-half s t o r i e s  h igh ,  t he  roof i s  broken by dormers wi th  t h e  everpresent  - 

= t u r r e t  ( t h r e e  s t o r i e s )  being reached by one such p ro j ec t ion .  Although t h e  roof may 
be s a i d  t o  be of t h e  gable  type  i n  i t s  endings on t h e  four  e l e v a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  
hipped s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  f r o n t  c e n t e r  of t he  house, broken on i t s  no r th  s i d e  by a  h igh  
b r i c k  chimney. 

O n  t he  e x t e r i o r ,  t h e  shape of t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  d i f f e r s  t o  a  s l i g h t  ex t en t  from 
t h a t  of t h e  second. The s i d e s  of t h e  c ros s  element a r e  arranged so a s  t o  form an 
elongated octagon on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  while  t h e  second i s  r ec t angu la r .  A deep, one- 
s t o r y  porch runs from the  f r o n t  po r t ion  of each s i d e  of t h e  c ros s  s ec t ion ,  completely 
e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  house and c u t t i n g  g r a c e f u l l y  around t h e  oc tagonal  

* tower. The roof  of t h i s  porch i s  supported by t h i r t e e n  wooden columns. There i s  a l s o  
a  small  porch on t h e  nor th  facade near  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  While t h e  f i r s t  and 
second f l o o r s  (and t h i r d  f l o o r  of t h e  tower) a r e  e x t e r n a l l y  covered wi th  h o r i z o n t a l  
boards,  t he  dormers have an i n t e r e s t i n g  scrol lwork-type s id ing .  

A most no tab le  f e a t u r e  of the  h ~ u s e  i s  t h e  des ign  repea ted  i n  i t s  more than  
f o r t y  windows. A l l  a r e  double-hung, wooden sash wi th  a  s ing le -p i ece  lower pane. The 
upper a rea ,  however, i s  a  d e l i c a t e l y  s e t  grouping of  h o r i z o n t a l ,  v e r t i c a l  and d iagonal  
s e c t i o n s  which form a  c e n t r a l  diamond--varying i n  s i z e  and angle  with t h e  s i z e  of t h e  
window--surrounded by r e c t a n g l e s ,  squares  and t r i a n g l e s .  A l l  of t h e s e  upper panes a r e  
d iv ided  i n t o  twenty-nine p ieces .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t he  Hutton house i s  unique by today ' s  s tandards ,  but  i t  i s  s o  
because i t  i s  i n  keeping wi th  t h e  per iod  of i t s  cons t ruc t ion .  Or ig ina l  gas l i n e s  a r e  
s t i l l  i n  p lace ,  and t h e  e n t i r e  house i s  p re sen t ly  hea ted  by t h i s  method through i t s  
numerous, and i n t e r e s t i n g l y  designed ind iv idua l  h e a t i n g  u n i t s  loca ted  i n  each room. 
Gas l i g h t i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  most a r eas ,  and c e i l i n g  f i x t u r e s  have working p i l o t s  and 
cha ins  t o  c o n t r o l  l i g h t  i n t e n s i t y .  E l e c t r i c i t y  was added i n  1923, when t h e  family 
i n s t a l l e d  i t s  own genera tor ,  bu t  t h e  g a s l i g h t  e r a  was never allowed t o  d isappear .  
Fine woodwork i s  t h e  r u l e  throughout,  e spec i a l ly  i n  t h e  main rooms of the  f i r s t  f l o o r  
where e x c e l l e n t  mantels  grace  t h e  d in ing  and l i v i n g  a reas .  There a r e  twelve major 
rooms i n  t h e  house. 

When t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  was completed i n  1898, t h e  Hutton family provided t h e  t y p i c a l  
ou tbu i ld ings  needed i n  a  count ry  s e t t i n g .  A chicken house i s  loca ted  t o  t h e  no r th  s i d e  
of t h e  r e a r  and f aces  a  l a r g e  c a r r i a g e  house. Both have cons t ruc t ion  t r a i t s  of t h e  
main house, and both  s t i l l  s e rve  o r i g i n a l  func t ions  ( t h e  l a t t e r ' s  assortment of wagons 
have, of course,  been rep laced  by t h e  automobile).  



n] SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK AND J U S T I N  BELOW 

J R C H E U L U G Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY P L A N N I N G  -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ A R C H E O L O G Y  HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW 

_ A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION - M I L I T A R Y  

4 RT - E N G I N E E R I N G  -MUSIC 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SE'TTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS - I N D U S T R Y  -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-INVENTION 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

/ 

DATES 1898 (cons t ruc ted)  
BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Located i n  t h e  narrow, p ic turesque  v a l l e y  of t he  Tygart River,  Hu t tonsv i l l e  
r ece ived  i t s  name from a  family which was ins t rumenta l  i n  t h e  development of t h e  a r e a  
from t h e  l a t e  e ighteenth  century.  Much h i s t o r y  i s  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  
E.E. Hutton House, which s i t s  m a j e s t i c a l l y  on a  h i l l  overlooking t h e  o l d  Parkersburg 
and Staunton Turnpike and t h e  unfolding f l a t l a n d s  which foo t  t h e  nearby mountains. 
As an example of a  modified Queen Anne-style s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  ou t s t and ing  
i n  i t s  l o c a l e  and has become a  landmark of s o r t s  i n  i t s  s e t t i n g  above t h e  scen ic  
j unc tu re  of U.S. Routes 219 and 250 a t  t h e  edge of t h e  Monongahela National F o r e s t .  

Jonathan Hutton s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  narrow Tygart Val ley i n  mountainous e a s t e r n  West 
V i r g i n i a  about 1795 and began a  family a s s o c i a t i o n  which cont inues t o  t h i s  day. By 
1805 h e  had c l ea red  s u f f i c i e n t  land and prospered enough t o  cons t ruc t  a  two-story l o g  
s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  present  E.E.  Hutton House. Since then,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  has  
played a  prominent r o l e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of the  v a l l e y  and t h e  town which bears  t h e  name 
of t h i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  family. Jonathan was p r imar i ly  a  farmer,  a s  were h i s  sons, b u t  he 
d i d  s e r v e  a s  f i r s t  postmaster a f t e r  1813, h i s  home being t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  poin t  f o r  
t h e  a rea .  

The s i t e  was made most a t t r a c t i v e  about 1804 when a  narrow road was cons t ruc t ed  
by t h e  s e t t l e r s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  communications and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  The l ane  was upgraded 
i n  t h e  mid-nineteenth century  when t h e  Parkersburg and Staunton Turnpike made u s e  of 
t h e  c l e a r e d  right-of-way a s  i t s  path t o  t h e  sou theas t  and northwest.  (The roadway, 
now a  l e v e l  a r eaabou t  t en  t o  twelve f e e t  wide, i s  s t i l l  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  on t h e  property.)  
Improved t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and comunica t ions  had t h e i r  drawbacks, however, and t h e  o ld  
Hutton house was burned by Union t roops  about 1861 ( t h e  Huttons were gene-rally Southern 
sympathizers ,  and s e v e r a l  'served a s  Confederate s o l d i e r s ) .  

The land was vacant  u n t i l  1898 when Eugene El ihu  Hutton, S r . ,  a  greatgrandson of 
Jonathan, pu l l ed  h i s  resources  t oge the r  and had h i s  f i n e ,  modified Queen Anne-style 
house cons t ruc ted  on t h e  h i s t o r i c  property.  Bringing toge the r  q u a l i t y  m a t e r i a l s  and 
q u a l i f i e d  craf tsmen,  he oversaw t h e  t a s k  of p l ac ing  a  symbol of t h e  l a t e  V ic to r i an  e r a  
on a  h i l l  overlooking a  winding r i v e r  v a l l e y  and surrounded by s t e e p  and rugged moun- 
t a i n s .  The Hutton House almost seems out  of p l ace  today, but  i t  was probably out -  
s t and ing  a s  a  landmark soon a f t e r  completion. 

Although the  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  not  a  pure and e l egan t  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
Queen Anne houses of many c i t i e s ,  it i s  q u i t e  we l l  done f o r  i t s  l oca t ion .  The scro l lwork  
on t h e  s h i n g l e - l i k e  s i d i n g  of  t h e  dormers d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  t h i s  l e v e l  of t h e  facade  from 
t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  boards of t h e  lower f l o o r s .  Roofs a r e  h igh  and mul t ip l e  ( four  gable  ends 
and a  hipped c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  toward t h e  f r o n t )  wi th  r i dges  meeting a t  r i g h t  angles  and 
forming a  c r o s s .  The oc tagonal  t u r r e t  reaches h igh  above t h e  cap of t he  main u n i t ,  and 
t h e  second s t o r y  of t h e  c ros s  element extends beyond t h e  f i r s t .  Windows a r e  t y p i c a l  of 
t h e  s t y l e  a l s o ,  employing geometric d i v i s i o n  of t h e  upper pane of the  double-hung sash.  
Divided i n t o  twenty-nine segments, t h e  motif is a diamond surrounded by t r i a n g l e s ,  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (con t inued)  

r e c t a n g l e s  and s q u a r e s .  
A s  impress ive  a s  t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  p r o v i d e s  much i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  

grandeur  o f  o v e r a l l  concep t ion .  B e a u t i f u l l y  c r a f t e d  wood p a n e l s  and mante l s  a r e  
o u t s t a n d i n g  e lements  of t h e  main, f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms. Gas i s  used t o  h e a t  t h e  house  
by means o f  o r i g i n a l  l i n e s  and i n d i v i d u a l  room o u t l e t s .  The o l d  l i n e s  a r e  a l s o  
employed t o  p r o v i d e  f u e l  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l i g h t i n g  system, and c e i l i n g  f i x t u r e s  have  
p i l o t s  t o  s e t  t h e  f lame and dua l -cha in  d e v i c e  t o  i n c r e a s e  o r  lower i n t e n s i t y .  Hutton 
House i s ,  indeed,  a  we l l -kep t  example of t h e  V i c t o r i a n  e r a  t r a n s p l a n t e d  t o  t h e  rugged 
t e r r a i n  o f  e a s t e r n  West V i r g i n i a .  

9 .  MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (cont inued)  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  Morgantown, West V i r g i n i a .  
Maxwell, Hu. H i s t o r y  of Randolph County, West V i r g i n i a .  Morgantown, W.Va.: 

The Acme P u b l i s h i n g  Co., 1898. (pp. 393-98). 



=MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
cobby W i l l i a m  H. "French Engineer  B u i l t  F i r s t  Roads over  Mountain i n  Loca l  Ter r i to ry . "  

Magazine of H i s t o r y  - Biography, Randolph County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  NO. 7  
( l 9 3 3 ) ,  13-23. 

. "The H u t t o n s v i l l e  V i c i n i t y . "  Magazine of H i s t o r y  - Biography, Randolph 
County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  No. 3 (1926),  55-63. 

I n t e r v i e w ,  Mrs. Doris  Boggs w i t h  James E. Harding,  June  17,  1974. I n f o r m a t i o n  on f i l e  
u i  t i e s  C~mmis s  &on. ' Old M o u n t a m a i r .  West V-a 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

2 a c r e s  

UTM REFERENCES 
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NORTHING 

c,ZOINE, iAfT l ,Nf  , I , , , , , , ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY . CODE 

STATE C-0 D E COUNTY CODE 

N A M E  / TITLE 

James E .  Harding,  Research Analyst  
ORGANIZATION DATE 

West V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  Commission March 11, 1975 - 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Old M o u n t a i n l a i r ,  West V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  (304) 292-1527 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Morgantown West V i r g i n i a  

  STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE 

NATIONAL - STATE - LOCAL - 

~l--4 2 
T ' T L E ~ e s t  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  HIS o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r  DATE May 12,  1975 
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NAME 
HISTORIC Hut ton,  E . E . ,  House 

AND/OR C O M M O N  
"P lace  C a l l e d  Hutton" 

81 LOCATION 
VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE CITY TOWN 

H u t t o n s v i l l e  Randolph West V i r g i n i a  

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U. S. Geolog ica l  Survey 

Durbin,  W .Va. 
SCALE 1:62500 DATE 1922 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2 .  NORTH ARROW 
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