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17. DESCRIPTION 

No.description or photograph has been discovered to describe the original 
condition of the wine cellars. Since they functioned but three years, it 
must be assumed that they were never altered and looked substantially as 
they do today, except for some crumbling of the arched entrances. 

(Check One) 
CONDITION I 

lExceilent Good C Fair a Deteriorated Ruins a Unexposed 3 

The three separate but contiguous vaults with barrel roofs are virtually 
alike. Measurement of the middle vault yielded the following inside 
dimens ions : 

Length of wall 40 feet 
Width at middle 19 feet 4 inches 
Height at middle 14 feet 
Entrance wall depth 3 feet 6 inches 
Entranee wail width 5 feet 10 inches 
Thickness of walls 1 foot 8 inches 

(Check One) 

Moved Original Site 3 INTEGRITY 

The surroundings of the cellars are strictly rural and unspoiled except for 
a power line in the background. The hillside against which the cellars are 
placed is partly wooded. A stream flows near the entrance, but may have 
changed its course in recent years. 
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The Dutch Hollow Wine Cellars, fronted by triplet brick arches which excite 
the curiosity of passersby, are the last known remnants of a once thriving 
industry in West Virginia. In 1876 the resources of the State included 
wine manufacture because the summer suns were long and warm enough and 
the state well located within the thermometric zone in which grapes mature. ~ 
The largest crop came from Ohio County, which had approximately 700 acres 

' 

of grapes from a state-wide total of around 900 acres. In 1874 the Ohio 
County crop was valued at $100,000, with shipments to Pittsburgh, New York, 
Boston, and Omaha. By 1904, the industry was alinost non-existent as only 
one "vinous liquor establishment" was listed in the entire state. 

In Kanawha County, Tom Friend reportedly built the Dutch Hollow Wine 
Cellars, circa 1860. The "big, blue" grapes were picked, pressed, set in 
the sun to ferment and aged in the cool cellars. After proper aging, the 
wine was hauled by oxcart to Charleston and then to Cincinnati by steam- 
boat. The variety of grapes grown at Dutch Hollow is not known, but else- 
where in the county, Catawba vineyards proved unreliable and were replaced 
with Concords and Seedlings. 

With the signing of the Lee surrender at Appomatkxc, labor was costly and 
the wine business was no longer profitable. It was then the winery was 
abandoned according to the descendants of a family who came to Dutch 
Hollow in 1861 to help operate the winery. 

I 

I 

Another reason for the end of the industry is given by Naury clnd Fontaine: 
"The vineyards existing in Kanawha, in 1870, were principally Catawba, 

but proved so unreliabla that the owners have since uprooted them, and ;Ire 
now planting Concord and Seedling, and so little is done in grapes in that 
county, now that the Charleston market is supplied from the neighSoring 
states of Virginia and Ohio ." 

Thus Fate decreed that an industry which showed some pcornise for 
West Virginia and was ada?table to her terrain should come to an untimely 
end. 
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