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Droop Mountain B a t t l e f i e l d  S t a t e  Park i s  today a  densely wooded mountain 
a r e a  c u t  by deep r av ines  and t r ave r sed  by well  maintained roads. Buildings,  
a l l  modern, inc lude  a  park headquar te rs ,  t h r ee  cabins,  smal l  s t o n e  shed, 
s h e l t e r ,  and two overlooks,  one i n  t he  form of a  tower. Cranberry bogs 
occupy a  l a rge  ova l  a r e a  i n  t h i s  cen te r  of the  park. A smal l  g rassy  f i e l d  
t o  t h e  e a s t  of t he  lookout tower is  the  only l a r g e  break i n  t h e  fo l i age .  
Route U. S .  219 borders  t h i s  property.  

v DESCRIPTtON . 

The C i v i l  War road t o  Lewisburg, however, extended over t he  mountain, and 
Confederate  Colonel H. R. Jackson disposed h i s  t roops  t o  block i t  a g a i n s t  
A v e r e l l ' s  invas ion  from t h e  North. A t  t h a t  time t h e  nor thern  s lope  of 
Droop Mountain was p a r t i a l l y  c u l t i v a t e d ,  s t r i p s  of woodland p a r t l y  conceal- 
i n g  t h e  approach from t h e  p ike .  To a t t a c k  t h i s  fo rce  from t h e  f r o n t ,  
Ave re l l  was forced t o  advance across  open f i e l d s ,  bu t  he placed h i s  main 
r e l i a n c e  on a  f lanking  movement through t h i c k  underbrush t o  weaken t h e  
Confedera tes '  c en te r .  

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 
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There i s  now l i t t l e  t o  be seen  of t renches  and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  which were 
cons t ruc ted  i n  p a r t  o f  pe r i shab le  ma te r i a l s ;  however, t renches  a r e  s t i l l  
v i s i b l e  along the  no r the rn  boundary. 
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West V i r g i n i a  s o l d i e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  major b a t t l e s  on many d i s t a n t  f r o n t s  
throughout t h e  C i v i l  War, bu t  t he  B a t t l e  of Droop Mountain was fought on 
home s o i l ,  wi th  West V i r g i n i a f i g h t i n g  .West V i r g i n i a i n  .close con tac t .  
This  b a t t l e  exemplif ies  t h e  t r a g i c  C i v i l  War descr ip t ive .  phrase,  "Brother 
a g a i n s t  Brother." When the  B a t t l e f i e l d  was dedica ted  a s  a  S t a t e  Park i n  
1926, i t  was t o  be developed as  a  memorial t o  both t h e  North and t h e  South. 

From a m i l i t a r y  s tandpoin t ,  the .Federa1  ob jec t ive  was t o  c l e a r  t h e  Confed- 
e r a t e  forces  from t h e  Greenbrier  Valley, which they occupied i n  i t s  t o t a l  
length.  A cont inuing ob jec t ive  of the  North was t h e  sever ing  of t h e  
V i r g i n i a  and Tennessee Rai lroad,  l i f e l i n e  of Confederate forces  f i g h t i n g  
i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of Tennessee. But access  t o  t h i s  r a i l r o a d  was next  t o  
impossible  a s  long a s  t h e  Confederates blocked t h e  Greenbrier  Val ley.  

There a r e  s i x  hundred and th i r ty- two (632) ac t ions  of  var ious  types l i s t e d  
f o r  t h e  S t a t e  of West V i rg in i a ;  t h e  B a t t l e  of Droop Mountain i s  considered 
one of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o n f l i c t s .  
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Br igad ie r  General William Avere l l  defeated Br igad ie r  General John Echols,  
CSA, of V i r g i n i a ,  on November 6,  1863. A v e r e l l ' s  Federa l  t roops outnum- 
bered t h e  Confederate  t roops 3 o r  4 thousand t o  1,700. Echols had t h e  
advantage of p o s i t i o n  from t h e  c r e s t  of Droop Mountain. D r .  Da l l a s  Shaf fer  
i n  a bookle t  desc r ib ing  t h e  c o n f l i c t  l i s t s  Union c a s u a l t i e s ,  k i l l e d ,  
wounded and missing,  a t  119 and Confederate l o s s e s  a t  275. The d e f e a t  of 
t h e  Confederates r e s t r a i n e d  f u r t h e r  Confederate a c t i o n  i n  a l l  t h e  a r e a  
west of t h e  Allegheny Mountains with the  except ion  of a  few minor skirmishe 
A West V i r s n i a  h i s t o r i a n  notes  t h a t  from t h e  conclusion of t h i s  b a t t l e  the  
Confederate  fo rces  never had any f u r t h e r  success  i n  West V i rg in i a .  I n  
December, 1863, Avere l l  was ab le  t o  reach Salem, V i r g i n i a ,  and des t roy  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  a t  t h a t  po in t .  

West V i r g i n i a ' s  p a r t  i n  t h e  war was one of d iv ided  l o y a l t i e s ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e  
most c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  of Droop Mountain. 

The B a t t l e  of Droop Mountain was i n  some degree r e spons ib l e  f o r  t he  c rea-  
t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  of West V i rg in i a ,  while  Lincoln r e f e r r e d  t o  A v e r e l l ' s  
v i c t o r y  t o  boost  t h e  morale of Federals  i n  Tennessee who had r e c e n t l y  been 
de fea t ed  by General Sam Jones a t  Rogersv i l le .  Federa l  Commander Burnside 
thought t h i s  news g r e a t l y  encouraged h i s  t roops .  



S h a f f e r ,  Dal las  B. T h e  E'a t t le  - a t  Droop Mountain. Division of Parks and 

? e c = a t i o n ,  E e p a r t ~ e n t  of Natural Resources. Char les ton ,  1963. 12  pp. 
For t h e  l ives  of the  p r i n c i p a l s ,  Averel l  acd Schols ,  C f .  Dic t ionary  of 

American Biography . 
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I n  c o n t r a c t  with \J . i7a. A n t i q u i t i e s  Commission I Octo'ber 7 ,  197C 
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

Wheeling College 
C I T Y  O R  TOWN: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

in  the National Register and certify that i t  has  been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures s e t  

forth by the National Park  Service. The recommended 

level  of significance of this norhination is: 

National State [?a Local  0 

I Dallas B .  shaffk: 

Ti t l e  S ta te  Liaison Officer  

I  ate October 9 ,  1970 

r A T E  I C O D E  

- - - - -- 
N A f  lONAL REGISTER VERfFICATION 

I herebv certity that t h i s  property is included in the 

Na tiona 1 Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and  Historic preservation 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Regis ter  

Date 
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