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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

- E X C E L L E N T  -DETERIORATED - U N A L T E R E D  KORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS ~ L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

XFAlR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

It was i n  t h e  1880s t h a t  D r .  James W. Hale b u i l t  h i s  l a rge ,  two-story p lus  
basement b r i ck  house atop what was known i n  t h e  Pr ince ton ,  Mercer County, West 
V i rg in i a ,  a r ea  as  Temple Knob, a  small r i s e  s a i d  t o  have been used a s  a  s i g n a l  
p o i n t  by both Union and Confederate s o l d i e r s  dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War. Although 
not  ou ts tanding  a s  a  r ep re sen ta t ive  s t r u c t u r e  of a  pure a r c h i t e c t u r a l  type, 
Hale 's  house i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  and has many Gothic Revival f e a t u r e s .  For example, 
each e l e v a t i o n  has  a  gable  under which i s  a  pointed-arch window with panes 
d iv ided  by simple geometric t r ace ry ,  the  e n t i r e  co rn i ce  has d e t a i l e d  work and 
gingerbread bargeboards and the re  i s  a  l a r g e  veranda completely around the  west 
and south  e l eva t ions .  Surpr i s ingly ,  i t  seems t h a t  t he  s t r u c t u r e  i s  more e a r l y  
Gothic than  High Vic tor ian ,  f o r  i t  i s  harmonious i n  genera l  e f f e c t  and has a 
c e r t a i n  appearance of f r a g i l i t y  desp i t e  i t s  massive dimensions. 

Approaching from the  south ( f r o n t ) ,  one i s  impressed by the  deep porch which 
s t r e t c h e s  across  t h i s  e n t i r e  e l eva t ion  and around on t h e  west s i d e .  It te rmina tes  
on t h e  southeas t  corner  i n  a  rounded s e c t i o n .  Supported by.more than  twelve 
f l u t e d  columns and having a  co rn i ce  with d e n t i l  molding, t h i s  i s  a  f e a t u r e  of 
Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a  s t y l e  which i s  a l s o  followed i n  t h e  smal le r  porch 
on t h e  n o r t h  e l eva t ion  and ba lconies  on both t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r .  

Syrmnetry of design i s  evident  throughout, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  placement of openings. 
Each room has  a  window on both ou te r  wa l l s ,  and the  f i r s t - f l o o r  en t rances  on 
f r o n t  and back have c e n t r a l  doors complete w i th  s i d e l i g h t s  and r ec t angu la r  over- 
l i g h t .  The door on the  balcony of t he  south e l e v a t i o n  has t hese  elements a l s o ,  
but  t h e  balcony door on the  no r th  does n o t .  High chimneys appear above t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  gables  on e a s t  and west and seem t o  s tand  as  p a r t  of e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
gab le s  a t  nor th  and south .  

The i n t e r i o r  fol lows an o ld  s tandard,  f o r  i t  has  a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  running t h e  
e n t i r e  length  of each f l o o r  and the  basement, wi th  two rooms opening on each s i d e  
of t h e  h a l l  (except f o r  t h e  unexcavated southwest corner  of t h e  c e l l a r ) .  Every 
room ( inc lud ing  t h e  o ld  k i t chen  and d in ing  room i n  t h e  basement) on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
i s  se rved  by a f i r e p l a c e ,  and a l l  rooms on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  of t h e  
west a l s o  have t h i s  f e a t u r e .  The l i v i n g  room i n  t h e  southwest corner  of t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  has  b u i l t - i n  s e a t s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e  while  the  l i b r a r y  on t h e  
northwest  has b u i l t - i n  bookcases. A l l  rooms on the  second l e v e l  have b u i l t - i n  
c l o s e t s  between t h e  ends of t he  f i r e p l a c e s  and t h e  w a l l s .  

Only minor a l t e r a t i o n s  have been made s i n c e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and t h e s e  only  
f o r  convenience. A ba th  has  been added near  t h e  balcony on the  no r th  ( r e a r )  of 
t h e  second f l o o r ,  but o the r  than t h a t ,  t he  main house i s  apparent ly  unchanged. 
About 1918, a  basement-level garage with k i t chen  above was added t o  t he  e a s t  
s i d e  ( i t  fol lows t h e  main l i n e s  w e l l ) ,  and an a d d i t i o n a l  basement-level garage 
was p laced  on t h e  e a s t  i n  1962. Indoor plumbing was added around 1918, when t h e  
only major work seems t o  have been done. 
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- I N V E N T I O N  

. SPECIFIC DATES c .  1880s BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The house which D r .  James W .  Hale b u i l t  on a  k n o l l  overlooking what was then 
open land i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Pr ince ton ,  West V i rg in i a ,  has  c e r t a i n  Gothic and 
Greek Revival elements which make i t  an i n t e r e s t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
even though it has  no outs tanding  f e a t u r e s .  Hale, who had served a s  a  Confederate 
s o l d i e r  when about f i f t e e n  years  of age and l o s t  an arm i n  b a t t l e ,  became a  doc tor  
a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War and then took up the  law profess ion .  

James Hale was born i n  southwestern Vi rg in i a  i n  1847, descendant of a  family 
which came west a t  t he  time of t he  Revolutionary War. It i s  s a id  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r ,  
Daniel,  was i n  poor h e a l t h  while  se rv ing  as  a  Confederate s o l d i e r  and James, no t  
q u i t e  f i f t e e n  years  o ld ,  was allowed t o  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  him when he exaggerated 
h i s  age. A t  Piedmont, V i rg in i a ,  i n  June of 1864, t h e  young man was wounded and 
had t o  have h i s  l e f t  arm amputated a t  t he  elbow and l o s t  the  l i t t l e  f i n g e r  of h i s  
r i g h t  hand. 

Soon a f t e r  t he  end of t he  war, he married and s e t t l e d  a t  Mercer Healing 
Springs i n  the  newly formed s t a t e  of West V i rg in i a .  There he  taught  school  f o r  
some t ime before  e n r o l l i n g  a t  t h e  Baltimore Medical College and completing r equ i r e -  
ments t o  become a  phys ic ian .  His p r a c t i c e  took him by horseback over much of t h e  
southern  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e ,  and a f t e r  about f i f t e e n  years  and a  devas t a t ing  small-  
pox epidemic, Hale decided t o  g ive  up medicine f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of law. P a r t  of 
h i s  reason f o r  t h e  switch i n  p ro fe s s ions  must have been because of t he  d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  working wi th  only one arm, but  what D r .  Hale took from medicine he gave t o  law. 
U n t i l  h i s  dea th ,  he was known as  one of t h e  b e t t e r  a t t o rneys  i n  Princeton,  and h i s  
f i r m  of Hale and Pendleton had a  f i n e  r epu ta t ion  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

It was about 1880 t h a t  D r .  Hale purchased a  farm on the  o u t s k i r t s  of t he  
smal l  town of Pr ince ton .  Here he  b u i l t ,  on what was known as  Temple Knob, a 
probable s i g n a l  po in t  dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War, h i s  l a r g e  b r i c k  house and promoted 
t h e  c i t y ' s  growth t o  the  e x t e n t  t h a t  much of h i s  land became developed a s  t h e  town 
proper .  Although i t  cannot be s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was of any pure form, i t  
may be claimed t h a t  i t  c a r r i e d  through Gothic and Greek Revival f e a t u r e s  of 
r e l a t i v e  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t ime and loca t ion .  The high gables  on each e l e -  
v a t i o n  wi th  t h e  pointed-arch window of simple, bu t  d e l i c a t e ,  t r a c e r y  prove t o  be  
I f  eye ca t ch ing f f  and, w i th  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of gingerbread bargeboards completely 
surrounding t h e  co rn i ce ,  a r e  a t t r a c t i v e .  The wide veranda on the  south and west 
e l e v a t i o n s ,  a  Gothic f e a t u r e  perhaps, i s  much l i k e  a  p o r t i c o  of Greek Revival 
i n f luence  with i t s  numerous f l u t e d  columns. The porch on t h e  no r th  ( r e a r )  e leva-  
t i o n  and the  ba lconies  on both f r o n t  and r e a r  a l s o  have f l u t e d  columns, and a l l  
porches have a  d e n t i l  molding i n  t h e  corn ice .  

D r .  James W. Hale was a  man of many t a l e n t s  a s  h i s  c a r e e r s  a t t e s t ,  and h i s  
house on Temple Knob may be  s a i d  t o  b e  an outgrowth of h i s  charac ter .  



 MAJOR BIRLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

I n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  from Mrs. C.L. Harer ,  granddaughter  of D r .  James W. Hale,  by 
F. S c o t t  Rogers,  Execut ive  D i r e c t o r ,  Mercer County B i c e n t e n n i a l  Commission. 
On f i l e  w i t h  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  Commission, P.O. Box 630, Norgantown, 
W.Va. 

J o h n s t o n ,  David E.  4 H i s t o r y  of Middle New River  S e t t l e m e n t s  and Contiguous 
Hunt in  t o n  W.Va.: Standard P r i n t i n g  and P u b l i s h i n g  Company, 1906. 

3m-E9. ~ n s - 0 9 )  

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
A C R E A G E  OF N O M I N A T E D  P R O P E R W  1% a c r e s  
UTM R E F E R E N C E S  

AM 141 91 11 2, 8, 5j 14, 113 15, 6, 01 ~ ~ 1 1 I t r ~ ! t I I 1 1  
NORTHING ZONE EASTlNG NORTHING 4 5  iAiT:"L , I  I I I J 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE C O U N V  CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E  / TITLE 

James E.  Harding,  Research Analyst  
ORGANIZATION DATE 

West V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  Commission October 8, 1975 
S T R E E T  & N U M B E R  T E L E P H O N E  

P.O. Box 630 (304) 296-1791 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Morgantown West V i r g i n i a  
+ 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION .. - 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCEOF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE - LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) .  1 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 1 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED 

Form,No 1C).300a 
~ A e v  10-74) 

U N I T t L )  STATES DEP/ \KTXlENT OF T H E  I N T E R I O R  

CONTI NU ATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE one 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (continued) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Sanders, William. "James Hale--Princeton Doctor and Lawyer ." (Newspaper 
article-source unknown at present). On file with the West Virginia 
Antiquities Commission, P.O. Box 630, Morgantown, W.Va. 

"Temple Hill Sought as Historic Site," Princeton (W.Va,) Times, December 5, 
1974. 

J 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 



'& 
'c 

'e.k + 
'0 U N I T E D  S T A T E S  

/ 

% 
*o 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  I N T E R I O R  
o, GEOLOGICAL S U R V E Y  

Form No. 10-301 
(Rev. 10-74) 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  INTERIC 
I NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN  HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --INLOSE WITH MAP 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Hale,  D r .  James W . ,  House; "Temple Knob" 

A N D / O R  C O M M O N  
Hale-Pendleton House 

a LOCATION - 
CITY. TOWN V I C I N I T Y  OF COUNTY STATE 

P r i n c e t o n  Mercer West V i r g i n i a  

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U.S. G e o l o g i c a l  Survey ( P r i n c e t o n ,  W.Va. - Va., 7 .5 '  Quadrangle) 

SCALE 1 : 24000 DATE 1962 




