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Tne Dents Run Covered Bridge i s  12  f e e t  10 inches wide and the  bottom chord is  40 
f e e t  long making one o f  the  s h o r t e s t  ex tan t  covered bridges in West Virginia. It has  
lap sid2ng painted red and a s tanding seam metal roof. 
T-LZ t-mss is  of the kinqpost  tyype and has two-9 x 9 inch diagonals extending from t h e  
notched ends of t h e  93 x 1% bottom chord t o  the  cort ise  and tenon j o i n t  of t he  84 x 123 
inch e n t e q o s t -  Braces, 6 3/4 inches square, extend from two f e e t  above t h e  base ? .  zz a s  c a k e - c o ~ k t o  & O G ~  t'?t T L G ~  of the d i a p n z l s -  ?"+a1 strass b o l t s d  t o  L\e 
centee,ost  help  t o  secure t h e  c e n t e q o s t  t o  the bottom chord. Other metal tension 
s t r aps ,  extending from the t ransverse  roof beam t o  the  t ransverse  f l o o r  beam, on both 
t r u s se s ,  su;?port the  t ransverse  f l o o r  b e a -  on which the s t r i n g e r s  r e s t .  Unique c o w  
ponents no t  found on any o the r - ex i s t i ng  covered bridge i n  West Virginia  a r e  the U-shaped 
i ron  hmgers ,  spaced on th ree  foo t  centers  and bol ted t o  .the bottom chord- It is 
thought *at t he  hangers functioned as s q p o r t s  f o r  traqsverse f l o o r  beams t h a t  once 
scpported wooZen s t r fnge r s .  9% x 11 inch t i ~ b e r s  have been sp l i ced  t o  t he  bottom chor& 
on t he  west s i d e  of the bridge,  probably i n  an a t t enp t  t o  strengthen the rrembers, and 
s i x  F-zrican Standard I-beam s t r i nge r s ,  placed on the abutvents and supported a t  mid- 
span by a t ransverse  f l o o r  bea-n support  the  deck and have replaced the  o r ig in& timber 
s t r i n g e r s .  



02 March 5, 1889, Fartin P. F ~x m d  other:; fi1.d pe : i t ions  with t i e  Xononcjalia 
C o c i t y  Court t o  b u i l d  a b c i l J ~ e  a c r  ES Cents Rull a t  2r ne<rz the 2-esicmze of E*Jward  1;. 
Branc?, near  L3urel  Po in t .  3 ,  t -ne,mSer of  ?sh? c3uxt, was appointed t o  cc)nl:ract t'c r 
LFle c o n s t - ~ c t i o n  of t h e  b.ric:;e. 3 , ~  June 6 ,  1889, B r u l d  --eportei! t ha t  ' ~ e  had c3ntrsc:t s 
w i t !  W. A .  Losr t o  build ,i hridg? - c r  $448.00 :$L98.00 for stonewor:c a.ld $ 2 5 0 . 0 0  for 
the woolwork) . A f t e r  t h e  c o z t  r a z t  w 3 s  approvec?, B r m d  w a s  appointe3 to s q ~ r i - n t e n d  t i 
const ruct ion  of the b r i d ~ e .  L2ar cans t ructed  the  s-or! &utnents  (1) m d  William ,w t 
Joseph >!2rcer b u i l t  the sl.pe r 3 trlrc..:: r e  ( 2 )  . O n  %cmk:er 3 ,  1889 t he  courts or3ered  
t h a t  $448 be paid t o  W .  A. L13r f 3 .  -_he construc:ic I of the, br idge  (1) . 

The West V i r g i n i a  Ce_3alr.:r;?nz rf iiigh-days p1,1ce l s t e e l  I beams ur.dt?r the c : ? c ?  o f  
ths br idge  t o  g ive  t h e  br idg .  3ddi'i.cjnal stranqt!l. A controversy devs:-oped i n  late 
1972 and 1973 when Dippel and 3 i p - x l  Coal C O I F ~ ~ J I  w<lntel  t o  open a ~33:-  mine a i d  srk- 
sequently use t h e  b r idge  i n  zr rr.s.~r~r':ing coal  ccros:; Ikn t s  Run. Are3. :-esident. s pro- 
t e s t e d  ar.d the coal cornpar-y .:c!lsts'-ctec? a concrete 1)r idge nearby ( 2 ) .  

The B ~ t s  R u n  Covere2 E,ritlge is the only rer?air.ing covered b r id lp  ii? Ilononga1i.a 
County and one o f  two covere ! bri($es l e f t  i n  Piest V i r g i ~ i a  which u t i l i z e  the 1 : i n ~ m s  I 
t r u ; ~  fssL7'- 



1. plisc. Order Book $2,  Konongalia County Court: 1866-1893, pp. 129, 207, 229, Zf3 ,  

2 .  "wgister May L i s t  Covered Bridge in COLXI~;~ ,"  Tce Dominion P o s t ,  24 A p i l  1968. 
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