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historic Davis Iviemorial Presbyter ian  Church 

and or common 

street & number 450 Randolph Avenue - not for publication 

Elkins ciiy, town vicinity of 

.tat, West Virg in ia  code 54 county Randolph code 083 

Categopy Ownership Status 
district public occupied 
building(s) )T- private - unoccupied 
structure both work in progress 
site Publ ic Acquisi t ion Accessible 
object N& in process yes: restricted 

being considered 2 yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture 

commercial 
educational 

- entertainment 
government 
industrial 

- military 

- museum 
park 
private residence 
2 religious 
- scientific 
- transportation 

other: 

Trus tees  of Davis Memorial Presbyter ian  Church 

sireet & number 450 Randolph Avenue 

citv. town Elkins vicinity of state West Virginia 

street & number r Ran do l p  h  Avenue 

city, town Elkins stat, FJes t Vi rg in ia  

title . N / A  has this property been determined eligible? C L  yes X no 

date - federal - . state 2 county local 
, .: 

depository for survey records 

citv. town state 



C ~ x i i P i o n  Check one eck one 
-- excellent deteriorated 
X 

unaltered Ff original site 
- good -- ruins altered moved date N/A 

f a i i  _ unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Davis Memorial i s  a  medieva l - rev iva l  church b u i l t  of a  l o c a l  

g r a n u l a r  conglomerate c o n s i s t i n g  o f  l a r g e ,  t r a n s p a r e n t  q u a r t z  c r y s t a l s  

bound i n  c l a y  o r  s i l i c a .  This  be ige  s t o n e  i s  somewhat wea thered ,  b u t  

i s  g e n e r a l l y  sound. The b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t s  of nave,  i t s  roo f  d i v i d e d  

i n t o  f o u r t e e n - f o o t  bays and spanned by wood t r u s s e s ,  an engaged tower ,  

and a  secondary,  gable-roofed s t r u c t u r e  locaged pe rpend icu la r  t o  t h e  
- 

nave a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  church p r o p e r t y .  The s t r u c t u r e  h a s  two po rches .  

The b u i l d i n g  was o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  i n  1894 and 1895 a f t e r  des igns  

p repa red  by t h e  Balt imore a r c h i t e c t  Char les  E. C a s s e l l .  I n  1921 an 

Akron p l a n  Sunday School b u i l d i n g  was added t o  t h e  n o r t h  by Clarence  

L .  Harding of Washington D . C .  The s t y l e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  

was Goth ic  Revival  complicated by Romanesque and e c l e c t i c  i n f l u e n c e s ,  

and t h e  a d d i t i o n  of 1921 was designed s o  a s  t o  be  consonant w i t h  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  s t y l e  and f i n i s h .  The o r i g i n a l  church f u r n i t u r e  was r e p l a c e d  

i n  1975. 

One a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  the 

west  window, f i v e  pane l s  a r ranged  i n  a u n i f i e d  composi t ion.  These e i t h e r  

a r e  t h e  work o f  t h e  Ti f fany  S tud io  o r  were b u i l t  under T i f f a n y ' s  i n f l u e n c e .  

They, and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c e n t r a l  window i n  t h i s  f i v e - p a r t  composi t ion,  
r 

a r e  p l a t e d  and were composed of an unusua l ly  wide v a r i t y  o f  g l a s s  t y p e s  

and c o l o r s .  

The major changes i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s i n c e  1921 have been t h g  
. ,- 

I - r e p l a c i n g  of t h e  pews and chance l  f u r n i t u r e  and t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
i 
i t i l e  roof  i n  1983. , .- 
I 



8. Significance 

Per iod 
prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
1500-1 599 

- 1600-1 699 
1700-1799 
2 18OCkl899 

1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric -- community planning landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e 2  religion 
archeology-historic conservation - law science 
agriculture economics literature 
architecture - education military 7L: SCU'ptUre - social1 

- art engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce exploration!settlement philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1894- 1895 / 1921 BuilderiArchitect Charles E . Casse l l /Clarence  L . Hard 
m g ,  ~ r c h l t e c t s  . 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  Davis Memorial Presby "Lerian Church belongs t o  t h e  

l a s t  phase of the  nineteenth-century Gothic Revival,  al though t h e  

b u i l d i n g  a l s o  d isp lays  some inf luence  of t h e  Romanesque Revival.  The - 
church i s  n o t  obviousiy r e l a t e d  t o  the  e ~ c l e s l o l o g i c a l  Gothic of t h e  

pre-1865 per iod ,  but  i s ,  l i k e  most o f  t he  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of the  n i n e t i e s ,  

e c l e c t i c  t o  some degree. Despite -such s t y l i s t i c  ambigui t ies ,  t h e  Davis 

filenorial Presbyter ian  Church i s ,  witlh t h e  Randolph County Courthouse, 

- probably one o f  the  f i n e s t  medieval-revival  bui ld ings  i n  t h e  Potomac 

Highlands. 

The s o c i a l  and r e l i g i o u s  importance of the  bu i ld ing  der ives  from 

i t s  s t a t u s  a s  the  p a r i s h  church of of t h e  c u l t u r a l l y  dominant P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  

and as  t h e  memorial g i f t  of Henry G .  and Thomas B .  Davis, wealthy 

New Yorkers i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the development of Elk ins  and r e s i d e n t  i n  

t h e  town during surnrr~er months. In  la te -e ighteenth-century  V i r g i n i a ,  

Presbyter ian ism was the  quas i -es t ab l i shed  f a i t h  of a prosperous m a j o r i t y ,  
- 

descended f o r  t h e  most p a r t  from the  Sco tch- I r i sh  who had inmigrated 

t o  t h e  Valley beginning about 1745. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t y ,  placement 

w i t h i n  the  town--at the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  the main thoroughfare and t h e  

road t h a t  l e d  t o  the Davis house (Graceland) and the Elkins  house 
f 

- (Hal l iehurs  t )  --and r e l a t i v e l y  expensive finLshes and appointmeKts of  t h e  

church bu i ld ing  image the  c u l t u r a l  s t a t u s  of t h e  congregation. 
C 



Board of Trade of Elk ins ,  West Vi rg in ia .  E lk ins ,  WesC Vi rg in ia ,  November, 
Nineteen S ix .  Morgantown, SJes t Vi rg in ia :  Acme Publishing Company, 
1 9 0 6 ;  r p t .  E lk ins ,  West Virg in ia :  Rado lph  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
1 9 7 5 .  P .  30. 

Acreage of nominated property 113 acre  

Quadrangle name Elk ins ,  IJV Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 

UMT References 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
The church s tands  on a  p l o t  loca ted  the  southeas t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 

Randolph Avenue and Sycamore S t r e e t .  Lot N9 44, measuring 140' by 100 '  by 
9 0 '  by 70 '  by 125 '  ; ~ s s e s s o r ' s  map, Randolph Co., shee t  no .  13,  E l k i n s ,  W ,  
List a11 s ta tes  and counties for properties overhpping state or county boundaries June ,  1963 

state N / A  code county code 

state code county code 

name/tit!e James P a t r i c k  
-- 

organization Knight,  Cain, P a t r i c k  date 11/15/83 

street & number 2  13 Kerens Avenue telephone 304-636-3081 

city or town Elk ins ,  WV 26241 ,tate West Virg in ia  

1 2. S%aPe W Ositsric Preservation Officer Ceatifica4irsn 
~-~ 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national x- state - - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

Stats Historic Preservation Officer signature / -, -------_ 
/ / / 
/ 

title S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion  Of f i ce r  / date 315~44  
t 

For NPS use only . C- , . -1 
-;- 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 
" 3 - -.--- 

-. date - -. ..- - . 
-a -. -'7;4 Keeper of the National Register 
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