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1, Name 

historic Daniel Boone Hotel 

and or common 

street & number 405 Capitol S t ree t  N& not for publication 

citv. town Charles ton - vicinity of N / A  

,tate West Virginia code 54 co u nty Kanawha code 039 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-- district public occupied - agriculture -- museum 

X X building(s) private unoccupied commercial - park 
- structure both X work in progress - educational - private residence 

site Pub l i c  Acquisition cess ib le  entertainment - religious 
-- object in process % yes: restricted -- government - scientific 

&?being considered - -  yes: unrestricted - industrial -- transportation 
no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Pvoperty 

name Midto~m Center Associates Liai ted Partnership 

street & number 405 Capi  to1 S t ree t  

city, town Charles ton - vicinity of N / A  state West Virginia 

5. Location of lega3 Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Clerk, Kznzwha County Courthouse 

409 Virginia St ree t  East street & number -- -- -- 

citv. town Charles ton state West Virginia 

tlt!e N / A  -- - 
has this property been determined eligible? - yes -x-- no 

-- -- -- - .-. .- - 

depositary for survey records 
- - - - -  - 

city, town sta!e 
- . ~.-. - - -  . - - -- .. -- .. . - 



7.  Description 

Condition Check o n e  Check o n e  
excellent deteriorated X 

- X. original site 

- good ruins --- altered -- moved date _--gLA_._ 
- fair unexposed 

_ -  -_  _ _  _ _  -_ -- _ - - _ - _  __-__ 
Describe t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  original (if known) physical appearance 

TZle Daniel  Boone Hotel  i s  loca ted  i n  downtoxm Charleston,  West V i r g i n i a  
on t h e  northwest  corner  of Capi tol  and Washington S t r e e t s .  Diagonal oppos i t e  
i s  a 5 - s to ry  commercial bu i ld ing ,  and ad jacen t  a d  oppos i te  a r e  2 - s to ry  
commercial s t r u c t u r e s .  An a l l e y  runs along t h e  r e a r  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  The 
b u i l d i n g  was o r i g i n a l l y  constructed i n  1927-29, expanded i n  1936 and again  
i n  1949 t o  provide a  t o t a l  of 465 rooms, a l a r g e  ballroom and 3 p a r l o r  
meeting rooms. 

The b u i l d i n g  i s  a C l a s s i c a l  Revival S t y l e  10 s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  blond 
b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  f a b r i c  and t a n ,  modular, s tone-looking t e r r a  c o t t a  t r i m  having 
e i t h e r  a smooth o r  o r n a t e  su r face .  The b r i c k  i s  f lemish bond, s i n g l e  
s t r e t c h e r  p a t t e r n  w i t h  sand colored s tandard  mortar j o i n t s  . An engaged 
b a l u s t r a d e  t e r r a  c o t t a  design i s  incorpora ted  i n t o  t h e  wa l l s  under t h e  l a r g e  
mezzanine l e v e l  windows and a  t e r r a  c o t t a  cornice  forms a b e l t  cource around 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  above t h e  mezzanine windows. There i s  b r i c k  quioning: a  b r i c k  
and t e r r a  c o t t a  b a l u s t r a d e  wi th  urns a t  each c o m e r ,  t e r r a  c o t t a  wlndow 
surrounds,  and a  dog tooth  b r i c k  diamond design i n  t h e  a t t i c  o r  t e n t h  s t o r y  
facades .  The mezzanine l e v e l  has two s t o r y  t r i ~ a r t r t e  windows multipaned 
w i t h  a iransom above. Beween t h e  f i r s t  and mezzanine l e v e l s  run t e r r a  c o t t a  
spandre l  panel  wi th  engage ba lus t rade  beneath each window. The o r i g i n a l  
open p l a z a  of t h e  c e n t r a l  3 bays of the  mezzanine have been enclosed w i t h  
mult ipane windows s i m i l a r  t o  the  o t h e r s  wi th  an i n t e r e s t i n g  arrangement of 
viga above g iv ing  a s l i g h t  Spanish a i r  t o  the  ent rance .  The o v e r a l l  e f f e c t  
of t h e  facade i s  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  common e a r l y  20 th  Century "Skyscraper" look 
of  "Base", two s t o r y  mezzanine - "Shaft" 5 s t o r i e s  of 1/1 and 1 s t o r y  o f  
6 / 6  windoxs - and "Capital"  10th  s t o r y  diamond b r i c k  and t e r r a  c o t t a  
b a l u s t r a d e .  

The b u i l d i n g  i s  U-shaped i n  p lan  and t h e  i n s i d e  wa l l s  of t h e  U a r e  
p l a i n  b r i c k .  The foundation and s t r u c t u r e  a r e  concre te  and t h e  f l a t  roof  
i s  b u i l t - u p .  The two entrances a r e  covered by marquees and t h e  ouside 
ground l e v e l  rooms a r e  f o r  r e t a i l  s t o r e s  wi th  s t r e e t  access .  The lobby, dini :  
room and mezzanine a reas  a r e  o rna te  a r e a s  w i t h  b lack  and t a n  checkerboard 
p a t t e r n  t e r r a z o  f l o o r s ;  l a r g e  square columns wi th  o rna te  acanthus l e a f ,  gildec 
c a p i t a l s  ; n a t u r a l  f i n i s h  walnut wainscot ing;  p l a s t e r e d ,  co f fe red  cons t ruc t ion  
c e i l i n g s ;  f l o o r  mounted b a l u s t r a d e s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  decora t ive  wrought i r o n  
b a l u s t e r  w i t h  a  n a t u r a l  f i n i s h  walnut r a i l i n g  and b r a s s  candelabra o r  l a t e r n -  
s t y l e  chande l i e r s .  Guest rooms have been a l t e r e d  a number of times s i n c e  
o r i g i n a l  cons t ruc t ion .  

The b u i l d i n g  i s  being renovated i n t o  a  f i r s t - c l a s s  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  
The o u t s i d e  b r i c k  =d t e r r a  c o t t a  w a l l s  w i l l  be preserved and r e p a i r e d ,  t h e  
marquees w i l l  be  r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  copper covered cond i t ion ;  t h e  
s t o r e  f r o n t s  w i l l  remain as  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  and t h e  dining room, 

lobby and mezzlnine areas  w i l l  be r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  design 
and condi t ion .  The back of the  U shape of t h e  bu i ld ing  w i l l  be enclosed 
wi th  a  g l a s s  w a l l ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  wa l l s  i n s i d e  t h e  U shape w i l l  be converted 
i n t o  b a l c o n i e s ,  a l l  enclosing and looking i n t o  a  10-story a t r ium t h a t  w i l l  
con ta in  2 g las sed  cab e l e v a t o r s ,  a  2 - s to ry  water  f a l l  and f o u n t a i n ,  exten-  
s i v e  p l a n t i n g s  and a  g l a s s  roofed meeting room. The o r i g i n a l  h o t e l  lobby 
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w i l l  open i n t o  t h e  atr ium and t h e  a t r ium f l o o r  w i l l  be an extens ion  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t e r r a z o  lobby f l o o r .  



8. Significance 

Period 
. - prehistoric 

- 1430-1 499 
-- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- - 17OC-1799 

1800-1 899 
.-x. 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
. archeoiogy-prehistoric - community planning landscape architecture religion 
. .- archeology-historic . - conservation law _ -  science 
-- agriculture _ _  - economics -- literature sculpture 
X architecture _-  education - military _X- social: 
-- art - . engineering music humanitarian 
.X commerce _- exploration settlement philosophy - theater 

communications - _ industry ? politics government - transportation 
invention x other specity) 

_ .. _ _ _ _ _____._ . _  -- ~ o c a l  k i s t o r y  -- 

Specif ic dates 1927-1929 ' 
- - - -. - - - - 

Builder Architect W. L . S toddara , Architect 
_ __  __ _ _- -- - _  

A. G . Higginbo tham Co . , Contractor 
S t a t e m e n t  of Signi f icance ( in  one  paragraph) 

The Daniel  Boone Hotel ,  completed and opened i n  1929, i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a s  an example of a C l a s s i c a l  Revival S t y l e  h i r i s e  i n  downtown Charleston,  f o r  
i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  the  p o l i t i c s  of the  s t d t e  of  Wesf Vi rg in ia ,  i t s  
a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  important p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  c e l e b r a t i e s  who used 
i t  a s  a s topping  p l a c e ,  and i t s  con t r ibu t ion  t o  the  development of 
Charles ton '  s  downtovn. 

The Daniel  Boone's a r c h i t e c t  was W. L. Stoddard of New York Ci ty  and 
t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  who cons t ruc ted  t h e  h o t e l  was A. G.  Higginbotham Company 
o f  Charleston.  E e i t h e r  f i rm e x i s t s  today. The h o t e l ' s  b r i c k  and t e r r a  c o t t a  
w a l l s ,  and t h e  lobby, mezzanine and dining room a reas  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  example: 
of  t h e  "Fi rs t -Class"  h o t e l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of the  1920's and 1930's and the  
r i c h ,  e l egan t  accomodat ions t r a v e l e r s  expected then. 

The h o t e l  was b u i l t  on land comprised of the  s i t e  of t h e  s t a t e ' s  f i r s t  
Governor's mansion and the  "paste-board Capitol" t h a t  was quickly e r e c t e d  
i n  1 9 2 1  i n  42 days a f t e r  t h e  S t a t e  Capitol  b u i l d i n g ,  loca ted  diagonal ly 
ac ross  the  s t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  from t h e  Boone s i t e ,  was destroyed by f i r e .  
This  "Capitol" was a l s o  destroyed by f i r e  i n  1927. 

The Daniel  Boone Hotel has becn a  v i t a l  p a r t  of Char les ton ' s  h i s t o r y  
during t h e  p a s t  53 yea r s .  It has served as  base f o r  most of t h e  West Virg in i ;  
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  during the  60-day l e g i s l a t i v e  sess ions  of t h e  l a s t  h a l f  
century.  Nany of  t h e  s t a t e  laws t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  inf luence  t h e  d a i l y  l i v e s  
of West Vi rg in ias  v e r e  e i t h e r  conceived, modified and/or "greased f o r  
passage" i n  t h e  "saoke f i l l e d  rooms" of t h e  Daniel  Boone Hotel .  Most of 
t h e  major meet ings,  banquets and conventions h e l d  i n  Charleston during t h i s  
pe r iod  were a t  t h e  Daniel  Boone. 

The Daniel  Boone Hotel was " the  famous t r a v e l e r s '  lodging place" i n  
Charleston,  and i n  West Vi rg in ia  f o r  t h a t  mat ter  f o r  40 years  of i t s  h i s t o r y  
A p a r t i a l  l i s t  o f  t h e  d i m i t a r i e s  who have s tayed a t  t h e  "Boone" include:  
~ r s .  Frankl in  D.  ~ o o s e v e i t ,  Admiral Richard E .- ~ ~ r d ,  Evangeline Booth, 
J m e s  Far l ey ,  Lord Hal i fax ,  Rear Admiral F e l i x  Stunp, P res iden t  Herbert  
Hoover, p r e s i d e n t  Harry S .  Truman, Fay Emerson, v i c t o r  Borge, Walter Brennan, 
Roberr Curwings, Tyrone Power, Lloyd Nolan, Jeannete  McDonald, Sigmund 
R o d e r g ,  Wendell Wilkie,  Jack Dempsey, E a r l  Warren, P res iden t  and Mrs. John 
F. Kennedy, P r e s i d e n t  Dwight D. Eisenhower. Be t t e  Davis, Charles Launhton, - 
L i l y  i'ons; - Debbie ~ e y n o l d s ,  Besa Myerson, Nelson Eddy, Eddie F i s h e r ,  t h e  
Lennon S i s t e r s ,  t h e  Lawrence Welk Orchestra ,  Guy Lombardo, Louis Armstrong, 
Bob Hope, Cornel ia  O t i s  Skinner,  Far ley  Granger, Chuck Connors, Chester 
Xor r i s ,  Elvis P r e s l e y ,  and  Gene Autry. 
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I t  i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  conceive t h e , b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  t h i s  p r e s t i g i o u s  
anchor of the  downtown had on Charlestons economy. Besides t h e  immediate 
b e n e f i t s  of the  s t o r e s  i n  the  bu i ld ing  the re  was t h e  draw of people t o  
Charleston f o r  shopping, enter tainment  e t c .  The Boone has con t inua l ly  
been c i t e d  as  the  "In-Town" p lace  t o  be.  

The Daniel  Boone has cont r ibuted  the re fo re  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of Charleston and the  s t a t e  a s  an example of t h e  C l a s s i c a l  
Revival S t y l e .  I t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  the  p o l i t i c a l  development of t h e  s t a t e  
a s  a  focus o r  base f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i v i t y  and as  a  s o c i a l  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  
v i s i t o r s ,  conferences,  e t c  t o  Charleston i s  a l s o  major.  It has  a l s o  con- 
t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  development and cont inuat ion  of Char les ton ' s  economy and 
i t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of the  bu i ld ing  w i l l  continue i t s  r o l e  
i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  Capi tol  Ci ty .  



Miscellaneous photos,  drawings, newspaper a r t i c l e s ,  e t c .  f i l e d  a t  a 
con t rac t ing  f i r m ,  P l o t t  and Halbrook, I n c . ,  P.O. Box 731, Char les ton ,  WV. 

S m i t h ,  Ocs. "The Daniel Boone Hotel ." Goldenseal, summer, 1982. 

i 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 4, a c r e  
Quadrangle name Charles ton W ~ S  t , lw. 
UT M References 

A 7 14I~ipI71 5101 / 41214141810 0 I 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale ~ . , ~ O a ~ O  

Zone Easting Northing 

verbal boundrr) description and justifjcation I ~ c ~ u s ~ v ~  of c i t y  lot no. 56 a t  t h e  northwest 
corner  of Cap i to l  and Wash~ngton S t s .  measuring 135 f t  . (S .) , 172.75 f t .  (E .) , 
135 f t .  ( 3 . )  and 182.39 (W.) ; City  of Charleston Eas t ,  Map #9, Kanawha County 
Assessor ,  1964. 

List all s ta tes  and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county -- code 

code county code 

name tit,e Michael GiouLis , H i s t o r i c a l  Arch i t ec t  

C u l t u r a l  Center date llarch 10 ,  1984 
--- 

street & number Capi to l  Complex telephone (304) -348-0240 

city or town Charles  on state West V i r g i n i a  

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national X- state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion i n  the National and certify that i t  has been evaluated 
according to  the criteria and procedures set forth by the National 

7-7 / / 
J I 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 7 
/ 

/ 
S t a i e  H i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion  O f f ~ c e r  / date June 29, 1984 

For NPS use only / 
I hereby certify that this property i s  included in  the ~ a t i o n a l  Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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