
HISTW.1 C PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORY 

DS?.LXXZXT of CULTUX 6 RISTOXY 
SCESC'. 6 C U L T W  CFNTE3 

2. LOCATIW, streatlroad: 640 H o l l e y  Road 

origieal: r e s i d e n c e  

4. o~LWEDWESS, preaene: W i l l i a m  Drennen 
(address  above) 

or?-: Frank COX 

5. RIOTO/SKETrn OF: 

- . -I-- . ____. . - -  ... - 
Cstaff Use Onlp) 

" " 1 i ~ T .  ; 
restrfcte  



a. Fxterior Fabric b. Structural Svsten C.  RooEinq Yatar ia l  

s t o ~ e  nasonry vood 
brick y f r a e  x metal 
concrete 
a tucco 

log  elate- 
c e t a l  t i l e  

weatharboard o:her asphzl: 
clapboard coz?osi t ion 
board h batten o:her 
shingle  foundation 
other s tone  

d. Associated Structures (use/tvoe) : e. Inteqritp (icclcde Zstes): 

I 

other N /A additions NONE 

f. Condi t i a :  g. Threats: , 

excellent 
good 7 
fair 
deteriorated 
abandoned 

10. S I G N I F I W C E  (use adl i t iondl  sheet i f  necessary): 
4 

"Home H i l l :  is a  house s i g n i f i c a n t  
t o  Char les ton ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  and a r c h i t e c t -  

st e ?eriod:- u r a l  development. F'rank,,Cox, f o r  whom 
0-3~'uare t h e  house w a s  b u i l t  i n  1902,was the  

C =  D a t e ( 3 ) : . 1 9 0 2 1 9 0 2  s e c r e t a r y  of Republic Coal Co . . t he  West 
v i r g i n i a V  c o l l i e E r y  Co . ! and t h e  Carbon 
Coal Co. He w a s  known I n  West Virg in ia  
as t h e  "Great N i l d c a t t e r " .  H i s  daughter 

~ l i c ' e  Boyd Cox married 6 . ~ b l m e s  Morton of Morton Coal Co. Today 
t h e  Morton's grandson and t h e  Cox's great-grandson B i l l  Drennen 
r e s i d e s  i n  t h e  house with h i s  family.  

"Home H i l l "  i s  a  notable  example of Char les ton ' s  drnerican 
Four-Square Archi tec ture ,and is the  e a r l i e s t  of  i t s  type i n  South 

See Continuat ion S h e e t .  

, In terv iew wi th  B i l l  and ~ a r a h  ~ r e n n e n ,  ~ u n e  30,1983 
In te rv iew with Quin  M o r t o n , ~ u i ~  2,1983 
Laidley,Wil l iam S .History of Charleston and t h e  Kanawha County. 

Chicago: Richmond-Amold Publ i sh ing  Co . ,1911. 

b. Organization 



"fiome Hill" ;Cox,+:~orton House 
640 Hol ley  Road Continued 

H i l l s .  A b a l l u s t r a d e d  t e r r a c e  wraps around two s i d e s  o f  t h e  
house .  The d o r i c  p o r t i c o , a d d e d  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e s , l e n d s  a c o l o n i a l  
r e v i v a l  a i r  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The h ipped  p l a t f o r m  roof has deep 
overhag ing  e a v e s , a  gab led  f r o n t  dormer and shed  dormers on t h e  
s i d e s .  

Andrew Caldemood,who w a s  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h e  house,was w e l l  
r e s p e c t e d  i n  C h a r l e s t o n  f o r  h i s  f i n e  az' t h e  o l d  West 
V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  House, t h e  Roman the  Ruf fner  Ho te l .  

13. V e r b a l  Boundary Description 

"Home Hill" is si tuated on a t m  (2) acre rectangle qprordmatly 400' 
by 400' bounded on the north by Holley Road and on the south by a contour 
line. 
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