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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

C o t 5 r i l l -  Opara House i s  n de tached  t ! ~ e a t e r  build in^ t h t  i s  
rec-tanm'l_nr in shape 2nd cons t m c t e d .  of Sri clr 1 ~ i d .  j.n a c o m o n  Sand, 
,?- h i q h  f r o n t  zives t h e  i ~ c r e s s ! . s ' r :  of ?. fol l : r-story,  fi-re-bay conf jg-  
u r a t i o n ,  ?mt s i n c e  t h e  i n t c r i o r  i s  donin?.tc6. by a l a rge  ?.uditoriW! 
ssi th b-1.cony smf,S.:rl', ~ O I - ~ . Z O E ~ R ' .  2nd v e r t i c a l  c l iv i s ion  oil" t h e  outs1d.e 
i s  n o t  rcf 1. ec ted ,  t ! ,)are. 

The f r o n t  (nor.thxest) e I ? w t i o n  i s  the on17 f n c e  t h n t  h a s  
f e a t u r e s  o r  rite, n 1 t h o v : ~ h  both  s i de s  hnve  several o ~ e n i n g s  ~ 5 t h  
e i t h e r  f? -p . t  o r  s.rcheil l i n t e l s .  L a r ~ e  s t o r e f r o n t  winhows a t  t h e  
n o r t h  c o r n e r  of the f i r s t  f l o o r  surround an  indented ezltrance ~ h l c h  
leads t o  present-dzy a p a r t r e n t s  ( t h e s e  'sere once coxfiercial s c a c t s ) .  
S l i g h t l y  s o u t h  of c e n t e r  i s  t h e  w r e ~ e n t  t h e % t ? r  evltrance, b u t  d.oors 
he re  s.t one t iwe  opened t o  bus ixes s  qua r . t e r s  w h i l e  ciovble doo r s  33 
the south.corner Led one up a s e t  o f  stairs t o  t i c k e t  booth and  
aud i to r ium,  
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a t o p  t h e n  are  a t  both lobby en t r anc - s  o g t o  tGIe 1~3,111 f l o o r  nu i f f to r fun .  

There are wood f l o o r s  t h r o u ~ h o u t  v i i t h  c n r p 2 t  r u n n e r s  i n  aLsles. 
A r t  3eco s e a t s  ( c a p a c i t y  f o r  a - o n r o x i ~ . a t e l y  606 e x i s t s  on ~ u i n  f l o o r  
and ?xlcony) th8 . t  have g e o r r p t r i c a l l y - w  t t e r n e d ,  n u l t i - c o l o r e d  b?tc?rs 
an4 h o t t o y s  f o l l o w  t h e  g e n t l e  slope of t h e  m a i n  l e v e l ,  w h i l e  what 
a n n e a r  t o  be 01-der, w o o d e n - h c k ~ d  seats with %n "3:' monogram on end 
nlates are i n  t h e  t i e r e d ,  f i v e - s i d e d  I x l c o n y  (this upser s e c t i o n  is 
s u ~ u o r t ~ d  by round g o s t s  frov.  below and ~ e t s l  r o d s  t h a t  extend t o  
ratters h i q h  a b o v e ) .  L i g h t i n q  a t  s ta irs  an? on the ve lve teen-covered  
vrxl1s is n. lso  of n.3 A r t  geco ctssl.gn, b1j.t cans f rom earlier gas c?.nd/or 
e l e c t r i c  f i x t u r e s  are v i s i b l e  on a ; c ressod- t in  c e i l i n g  b e n e a t h  t h e  
b a l c o n y .  P e s s e d  t i n  a l s o  f o r v s  bordors f o r  a .orosceni.um that in- 
c l i l dcs  na.in%ed  geometric^.!_ p a t  t e r n s  s u . r ~ o v a ~ . l n ~  t h e  s~,?.c:P ... a rm.  
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORK -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LALY 

-_AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 
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A R T  -ENGINEERING - V U S I C  
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-.SCULPTURE 
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XTHEATER 
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SPECIFIC DATES c . ? 902 BUILDERIARCHITECT 3. C. 3 .  %Z~hoe and R .C. Laf f e r t y  
.-- 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

C o t t r i l l  Opera 8ovse a t  Thomas, ,Tucker County, West Vi rg in ia ,  
is today a landxa-k to 'boon p r o s p e r i t y  t h t s  co:r,munity enjoyed e a r l y  i n  

r t  the t?s.e.ntleth cen tu ry .  i i u r t h e r ~ o r e ,  it i s  r e n r e s e r i t a t i v e  of a sisnif- 
icant ,  d.evelopment i n  the c u l t w ~ a l  history of t h e  United S t a t e s :  pre-  
s e n t a t i o n  of z, v a r f e t y  of l i v e  shows a n d  p l g y s  (both l o c a l  and t o u r i n g )  
I n  a convef i ient  spall-term building t h a t  s o l i c l  ted m t r o m g e  fro9 %he 
masses ,  A s  w i t h  so  nang turn-of -?,he-century o?erx houses, I'G evolved 
throuph t h e  s i l e n t  novie e r a  i n t o  " t a l k i e s "  p r o s p e r i t y ,  evegtuallg 
succvmSing t o  d e c l i n l n y  popul.?, t ion,  increased sobflity axl technologi- 
cal dz-relo7,;cents which ? p i n  r e v o l u . t i ~ n i z e d  t h e  enter'cc+:iinment f3.e7cl., 
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s a t )  .to set 2bout  e r e c t i n g  one of t h e  few p r o f e s s i o n s l l g  conceived 
nqd I n s o n r y  const ructed.  edifices i n  t c w .  

TI. n l s  nsw opera  house fentured a v a r i e t y  cf l i v e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  f o r  
inhabitt;c?.nts of t h i s  coc?muni t y  thci. t wp2.s l a r g e l y  p o ~ u l a t e d  by & s t e r n  
Z u r o p e ~ n  i r m i g r a n t s  (Davis Coal ~ n d  Coke Comnsny even ha6  h i red  a 
full-time i n t e r ~ r e t e s  i n  1903, a Pole  who could. s9ea.k e i g h t  iangu2,ges; 
a n  I t a l i s n  newspaper wss pub!.ishcd h e ~ e  f o r  a n u ~ b e r  of y e a r s ) .  It 
was a t ime of t r a v e l i n n  shoxs i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r ;  Parsons  and E l k i n s  ha4 
r e c e n t l y  opened, t h e i r  opera hou.ses, ncd a c i r c u l t  was formed. Every- 
t h i n %  from v a u 4 e v i l l e  a n d  m i n s t r e l  shopis, c o n c e r t s  and s t a g e  p l zys  
?reced.ed t h e  s i l e n t  movie era, b u t  ?;hen f i l ~  becare a v a i l a b l e  it 
qultckly uushed l i v e  e n t ~ r t a i n n e n t  i n t o  t 5 e  b?ckgro~~nd .  

Throughout i t s  h i s t o r y ,  though,  th? operz  housn / thea t e r  has been 
a t  t h e  heart of Thoras '  b v s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  I t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  bes t  
of its c o m ~ e r c i z l  a , r c h i t e c t v r e ,  cons t r : i c t sd  a t  t h e  h e i y h t  of boorl. 
It sr:rved 2 s  c u . l t u r ~ , J .  h e a r t  of t h e  c o n ~ w n i t y  and, nlon?; x i t h  s t o r e s  
of the  Scbi'.n~islry=;, 3 e P o l o s ,  3ube:.?ste;ns, Tol.aZc;s and &ned .e t tos ,  and  . - h c - t e l a  of 1, cI,c7.11.:-i:?i.l! z-tl?d ;,:urrn ys , beczre c?. sy-r?bol of 1-ocal hi story 
m d  d e v n l , o n ~ ~ n t .  
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 a c r e  
QUADRANGLE NAME Davis ,  >I .Va. -lfd.. 

UTM R E F E R E N C E S  

A~I,?] 1612,917,9r0j [4,313&1?,2,0) 
iZO,NE, i A B T I , N j  I NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
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GW L i I 4  I 1 HW , I U  U 
VERBALBOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ;'he ti?eater bull:tin$ 1s l o c a t e d  O n  10'; 6 and 

part of Lot 9 in the city of Thonas.  It is f r o n t e d  by -&st Avenue, 
an& an a l l e y  beloiv S;~rixce S t r e e t  i s  a t  t h e  rear. Lot d i ~ e n s i o v l s  are 
r o u ~ h l y  80  feet wide by f 2 0  f e e t  deep. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

13e.oar t ~ e ~  t of 3ult i ; . re  aild T ? i  s t o r y  ? h p r f l  I t ,  1979 
STREET a NUMBER TELEPHONE 

mi  LA^ C u l t m a 1  Center, G t p i t o l  Co~plex ( 3 9 ' ~ )  343-0240 - 
CITY OH TOWN STATE 

C h a r l e s t ~ o r ?  Iicst V i r g i n i a  

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFF1 CER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE - LOCAL X 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Offlcer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ~c Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according t o  the 

criteria arid procedures set forth by the National Park Service. n 
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t ,  Peasons ,  n .TPj. Tucker County Courthcuse. Deed books. 



7. ~ irs;  balcony level 
8. Second balcony level 
9. Restored cornice 8 parapeta 
10. Restored storefront 






