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1. Name 
historic Confederate Cemetery a t  Levisburg 

and or common 

2. Location 
smt a numbs, Maple Street  and U . S .  Route 6 0 , " ~ i b r a r y  Park"m tor publk.tlon 

city, town Lewi sburg B / A  vkinity of 

state West Virginia cw 54 Greenbrier coda 025 

3. Classification' 
Catmgory Ownership Status 
- dhtrict 2 public g k  OCCupkd - bufdlng(s) - private - unottupkd 
- structure - both - work h progress 

sit8 . Public Acqulsltlon Accessibk 
- object X?& in process - yes: restricted 

- being considered yes: unrestrlcted 
n o  

h...nt Use 
- 8grkurture . - corn- 
- edtk8tionrl 
- entert8innmt 
- government 
- industrki 
- miUtrn 

--  

4. Owner of Plloperty 
name Ci%y of  Ltwisburg 

arwtbnumber 119 Y, Washington Street  

c#y, - ~ e v i  sburg N/A"tcmyd - West Virg inia  

5. Location of Legal Description 
--, -istry Greenbrier County Courthouse - 

200 Borth Court Street  . . 
stroet 4 r i u r n ~  

. . Lewisbtirg ' ' .  
CRY. town 8mt. West Vi-rginia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Recoaeairrance Architectural -Survey 

r#k'of Lerisburg: Pauley & Gioulis  h#thi,&beendeteiminod dlgibh? y . .  I a o  
! 

Dept. o f  Culture & History,  Historic Preservation Unit 

*,tom, Charleston st.@ West Virg inia  
- 



The Confederate  Cemetery a t  Lewisburg i s  l o c a t e d  a t o p  a  h i g h  k n o l l  
t h a t  ove r looks  t h e  Lewisburg Na t iona l  Reg i s t e r  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i n  
G r e e n b r i e r  County, West V i r g i n i a .  The cemetery i s  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  
t e r m i n u s  o f  a  t r a i l - l i k e  greenway t h a t  i s ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  a con t inua t ion  
of Maple S t r e e t ,  a f t e r  Maple S t r e e t  c ro s se s  U.S. Route 60 v i a  a  smal l  
s t e e l  pony t r u s s  b r i d g e .  A t  t h e  beginning of t h e  t r a i l  t h e r e  a r e  "rock 
s c u l p t u r e s "  and t h e  t r a i l  i s  fo l lowed by a  s p l i t - r a i l  wooden fence.  
I n t e r p r e t i v e  wooden markers ,  e r e c t e d  by t h e  Lewisburg H i s t o r i c  Landmark 
Commission, fo l low t h e  greenway u n t i l  it t e r m i n a t e s  a t  t h e  Confederate 
Cemetery. The Cemetery can be reached by automobile on t h e  west s i d e  by 
a g r a v e l  road t h a t  i s  an o f f - road  o f  McElhanny Road. 

The cemetery i t s e l f  i s  enc losed  by a  wrought-tron f e n c e ,  approximately  
s i x  f e e t  h igh ,  t h a t  i s  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  The fence ex tends  
1.06 f e e t  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t ,  i n c l u s i v e  of  a  l a r g e  wrought-iron drop l a t c h  
e n t r a n c e  g a t e  ( t h e  on ly  en t r ance  t o  t h e  cemetery) and 99 f e e t  a t  t h e  r e a r .  
It ex t ends  95 f e e t  on one aQde and 92 f e e t  on t h e  o t h e r  ( n o r t h )  s i d e .  
A l a r g e ,  r e g u l a t i o n  s i z e  f l a g  p o l e  s t ands  bes ide  t h e  en t r ance  t o  t h e  g a t e .  

I n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  enc losed  cemetery r e c t a n g l e  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  cemetery;  t h e  f i n a l  r e s t i n g  p l a c e  o f  95- unknown Confederate  
dead from t h e  B a t t l e s  o f  Lewisburg and Droop Mountain ( s e e  P a r t  8 ) .  
These g raves  a r e  b u r i e d  beneath  a  r a i s e d  e a r t h e n  mound t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  
shape o f  a  C h r i s t i a n  c r o s s .  The mound i s  r a i s e d  approximately t h r e e  f e e t  
h igh .  The c r o s s  measures 80 f e e t  5  inches  from t o p  t o  bottom, whi le  t h e  
c r o s s i n g  "arm" of t h e  c r o s s  ex tends  f i f t y  t h r e e  f e e t .  The body and arms 
of t h e  c r o s s  a r e  approximately  t e n  f e e t  i n  width .  The mound dominates 
t h i s  s m a l l  cemetery ,  a l though  t o  t h e  r e a r ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  west f ence ,  a r e  
t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l  markers ,  p l aced  on beyond each end of  t h e  "arm" of t h e  
c r o s s  and one beyond t h e  "head" of  t h e  c r o s s  t h a t  mark t h e  t h r e e  s i n g l e  
g r a v e s  o f  s o l d i e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  small commemorgtive marker t o  t h e  
unknown dead t h a t  i s  of more r e c e n t  o r i g i n  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s .  

Wi th in  t h e  f ence  o f  t h e  Confederate  Cemetery, a long i t s  o u t e r  p e r i p h e r y  
s o  as n o t  t o  encroach upon t h e  mound, a r e  l a r g e  shade t r e e s ,  e i g h t  i n  
number. These g ive  t h e  e n t i r e  cemetery s shaded and a rbored  ambiance t h a t  
enhances  t h e  q u a s i - r u r a l  s e t t i n g  o f  t h e  plaee-. 

A l l  man-built  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  cemetery;  t h e  mound, t h e  four 
monuments, and t h e  wrought-iron f ence  t h a t  e n c l o s e s  i t ,  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
cemetery ' s  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  There a r e  no non-cont r ibu t ing  s t r u c t u r e s .  There 
a r e  no known a r c h e o l o g i c a l  r e sou rces .  

The Confederate  Cemetery of  Lewisburg, s i t t i n g  a t o p  a  h i l l  .overlooking 
h i s t o r i c  Lewisburg, i s  un ique ly  landscaped and i s  a h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
landmark i n  Greenbr i e r  County, West V i r g i n i a .  

I 



8. Significance 

Perfad Areas of S i g n i f l c ~ c d h e c k  and /ustifi( below 
-- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . - Camunity planning 5. landscap architecture.-. religion 

- 1400-1 499 archeology-historic - - conservation k w  - science 

1500-1 599 -- agriculture - -, economic8 -- - llterrture --- sculpture 
t- 1-1699 --. 8fchitectWt - --,- education 

. X_ military -- soelall 

17-1 7 99 -- - aff - engineering --- musk 
humanitarian 

T -- 1800-1899 .- commerce . ,. explontionlwttlement - - philosophy - theater 
,- 1900- -- communications --- industry -- poiiticslgovernmtnt - transpoft8tim 

.-, invention X other (specify) Lo- Hi&Lory 

sp.citic dates 1862 3 c ,1870 Build.rlAtchitect Hot Known 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Confederate  Cemetery a t  Lewisburg, r e s t i n g  a top  an eminence over-  
l o o k i n g  t h e  Lewisburg H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i n  Greenbr ier  County, West V i r g i n i a ,  
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  on ly  m i l i t a r y  cemetery of  i t s  landscaped c o n f i g u r a t i o n  
i n  West v i r g i n i a , l b a n d  a s  one of t h e  s t a t e 1 *  on ly  ceme te r i e s  of  Confederate  
dead.2. It i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  on ly  p h y s i c a l  reminde of any consequ- 5 
ence o f  t h e  l o c a l l y  impor tan t  C i v i l  War B a t t l e  of Lewisburg, 

Explanatory  Notes 

1. The Confederate  Cemetery i n  Lewisburg, s i t t i n g  a t o p  a high k n o l l  over-  
l ook ing  h i s t o r i c  Lewisburg, West V i r g i n i a ,  i s  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  a r e a  surrounded 
by a f i n e l y  c r a f t e d  wrought-iron fence.  The b u r i a l s  themse lves ,  n i n e t y - f i v e  
i n  number, l i e  w i t h i n  a l a r g e  mound, approximately t h r e e  f e e t  h igh ,  t h a t  i s  
i n  t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  a  l a r g e  c r o s s .  The c r o s s  measures 80 f e e t  5 i nches  
l ong ,  w i t h  t h e  c r o s s  b a r  ex tend ing  53 f e e t ,  While t h e r e  a r e  some m i l i t a r y  
c e m e t e r i e s  i n  West V i r g i n i a ,  most n o t a b l y  t h e  Graf ton Na t iona l  Cemetery, 
t h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  such cemetery t o  c o n s i s t  o f  t h i s  d i s t i n c t  landscaped f e a t u r e .  

2 -  The Confederate  Cemetery a t  Lewisburg i s  one of t h e  s t a t e  of West 
V i r g i n i a ' s  on ly  ceme te r i e s  devoted almost  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  t h e  b u r i a l  of  
Confederate  b a t t l e  c a s u a l t i e s .  C e r t a i n l y  West V i r g i n i a ,  which accord ing  t o  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  e s t l m a t e s ,  gave 10,000 s o l d i e r s  t o  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  Confederate  
cause ,  c o n t a i n s  t h e  g raves  o f  many Confederate  v ~ t e r a n s  and some Confederate  
b a t t l e  d e a t h s ,  most o f  t h e s e  b u r i a l s  l i e  w i th in  e x i s t i n g  l a r g e r  ceme te r i e s .  
I n  some, t h e  v e t e r a n s  a r e  randomly p l aced ,  as chance would e l low,  whi le  o t h e r  
b u r i a l s ,  a t  b e s t ,  lay w i t h i n  "confedera te  Cemetery" s e c t i o n s  i n  l a r g e r  
c e m e t e r i e s .  An o u t s t a n d h g  example o f  t h i s  l a t t e r  t y p e  i s  t h e  Confederate  
Cemetery i n  Char les ton18  S p r i n g h i l l  Cemetery ( r e c e n t l y  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Na t iona l  
R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  ~ l a c e s ) .  There a r e  a l s o  s e v e r a l  examples i n  West 
V i r g h i a  o f  sma l l ,  somewhat i s o l a t e d  b u r i a l s ,  g e n e r a l l y  c o n t a i n i n g  l e s s  t h a n  
a soeen g r a v e s ,  i n  v a r l o u s  degrees  of upkeep and p r e s e r v a t i o n .  The Confederate  Cemetery a t  Lewisburg i s ,  hove re r ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  and b e a t  p r e se rved  of t h e  few 
e x t a n t  Confederate  ceme te r i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  of West V i r g i n i a .  

3.  The c o n f e d e r a t e  Cemetery a t  Lewisburg c o n t a i n s  t h e  g raves  of  n i n e t y - f i v e  
unknown Confedera te  s o l d i e r s  who f e l l  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Lewisburg ( ~ a y  23, 
1 8 6 2 ) ,  and o f  Droop Mountain (~lovember 6, 1863) .  While t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  a t  Droop Mountain, i n  nearby  Pocahontas County, i s  p re se rved  i n  t h e  form of 8 
s t a t e  p a r k  end i s  l l e t e d  i n  t h e  B a t l o n a l  Register ,ppp t h e r e  - a r c  no-ex tan t  reminde-r-8. 02 t h e  l o c a l l y  e i g n & f 3 ~ + - B t x t € l e  o f  Lewisburg , excep t ing  a  h i s t o r i c  

)highway marker and a  few s h e l l  and b u l l e t  h o l e s  i n  b u i l d i n g s  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  
from t h a t  t ime .  The B a t t l e  o f  Lewisburg was fought  between Federa l  f o r c e s  
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u n d e r  t h e  command o f  C o l o n e l  ( l a t e r  ~ e n e r a l )  George Crook who had  o c c u p i e d  
t h e  town i n  e a r l y  May, and  C o n f e d e r a t e  f o r c e s  u n d e r  G e n e r a l  Henry Heth .  
A p a r t  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e  r a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  c e m e t e r y .  The C o n f e d e r a t e s  l o s t  80  k i l l e d  i n  b a t t l e ,  a n d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e s e  we re  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  Lewi sbu rg  C o n f e d e r a t e  Cemetery .  L a t e r ,  a b o u t  
1 8 7 0 ,  some o f  t h e  unknown dead  f rom Droop Mounta in  were  i n t e r r e d  h e r e ,  and 
t h e  c e m e t e r y  assunmed i t s  p r e s e n t  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  

T h e r e  a r e ,  w i t h i n  t h e  e n c l o s e d  a r e a  o f  t h e  c e m e t e r y ,  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l  
monuments t o  C o n f e d e r a t e  s o l d i e r s ,  a l l  o f  them a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  c e m e t e r y .  
T h e s e  mark t h e  g r a v e s  o f  c a p t a i n  J . W .  Brannan  (1834 -1870) ,  C o l o n e l  Mordec ia  
H a l s t e a d  (1808 -1863) ,  a n d  J .  W .  Roge r s  (1836-1914).  The Brannam monument 
b e a r s  a n  i n s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  t e l l s  t h a t  i t  was made by  " s m i t h  & R i p p e l l a ,  
C h a r l e s t o n ,  W.Va." T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  small monument, b r o n z e  t a b l e t  i m p l a n t e d  
i n  s t o n e ,  a t  t h e  head.  o f  t h e  c r o s s  wh ich  commemorates t h e  95 unknown dead .  
T h i s  m a r k e r  was p l a c e d  h e r e  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  government  i n  1 9 5 6 .  

The C o n f e d e r a t e  Cemetery a t  Lewi sbu rg  i s ,  t h e n ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  
o n l y  C i v i l  War c e m e t e r y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  West V i r g i n i a  w i t h  i t s  u n i q u e  
l a n d s c a p e d  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  a s  a p h y s i c a l  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  l o c a l  
B a t t l e  o f  Lewi sbu rg ,  and a s  one  o f  G r e e n b r i e r  C o u n t y ' s  mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
l o c a l  l a n d m a r k s .  
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1 0. ~eographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property approx .  % a c r e  
Qwdrangk L e v i s b u r k W .  Va . 
UT M References 

" 1  1, 7 151 $812, aloJ 14, 48,31 ?i8,0l 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 " : 2 4 , 0 0 0 ~  

Zone Easting Northing 

Vorbal boundary description and /ustitication 
B e g i n n i n g  a t  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  a  greenway a p p r o x i m s t l y  

800 f e e t  s o u t h  of  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t e r m i n u s  o f  Maple S t r e e t  mee t s  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  w r o u g h t - i r o n  f e n c e  t h a t  s u r r o u n d s  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  Cemetery;  

L is t  a l l  states and counties tor properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

11. Form Prepared By ' 
mwtitk M i c h a e l  J. P a u l e g ,  H i s t o r i a n  a a d  Michae l  G i o u l i s ,  P r e s e r v a t i o n  'Con- 

- s u l t a n t  
organlution P a u l e y  and  G i o u l i s  date J u l y  30,  1987 

Eity Or-n 
C h a r l e s t o n  ,tat= West V i r g i n i a  

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Ceitification 
- -- 

Thd evaluated signfflcance of'this probrty within the state is: 

- natiorurl 3- state , - local 

As the designated State Hirtork Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1968 (Public l 8 w  89-'  
WS), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the certify that it has been waluatd 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the 

a 

State Historic Preservation.Office / December 11. 1987 
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R i c e ,  O t i s  K., H i s t ~ r y  of G r e e n b r i e r  County,  P a r s o n s ,  W.Va,, McClain 
P r i n t i n g  Co., G r e e n b r i e r  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  1986  

S t u t l e r ,  Boyd B . ,  West V i r g i n i a  i n  the C i v i l  War, C h a r l e s t o n ,  W.Va., 
E d u c a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n ,  I n c  . , 1 9 z  

West - V i r g i n i a  H e r i t a g e  E n c y c l o p e d i a ,  Richwood, W . V a . ,  Comstock Pub . ,  1973 

I t e m  1 0  Verba l  bounda ry  d e s c r i p t i o n  Po 2 

t h e n c e  a l o n g  t h e  f r o n t  o f  s a i d  f e n c e  (which  i s  a l s o  t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  
of  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  g r e e n w a y , ) . f o r  1 0 6  f e e t  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  
o f  s a i d  wrough t - i ron  f e n c e ;  t h e n c e  95 f e e t  wes t  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  
o f  s a i d  w r o u g h t - i r o n  f e n c e  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  s a i d  f e n c e ;  t h e n c e  
99 f e e t  n o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  of  s a i d  wrough t - i ron  f e n c e  t o  i t s  
n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r ;  t h e n c e  92 f e e t  e a s t  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  o f  s a i d  
w r o u g h t - i r o n  f e n c e  which i s  a l s o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  o f  a g r a v e l  r o a d  t o  
t h e  p o i n t  o f  b e g i n n i n g ,  e n c l o s i n g  a p p r o x i m a t l y  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  o f  
L o t .  No. 111 of  Lewisburg  C i t y  Map 1 5 , -  














