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 NAME 
HISTORIC Graham, ~ 0 1 .  James, House; ~ r a h a m '  s F o r t ;  The Graham Mansion 

- 
AND/OR COMMON 

The Old Log Mansion a t  Lowel l  

LOCATION 
STREET NUMBER w . v ~ ,  Route 3, between Pence S p r i n g s  and T a l c o t t  

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

X .ICIN,W O F  Second 
-"-...A - . - . , . . - . 

STATE . CODE COUNTY CODE 

Wnqt V i r v i n i a  5 4 Summers 089 

- - - CATEGORY - O W N E R S H I P - - - -  - - STATUS - -  - PRES-ENT USE - 
-- - -- - -  - - -- - . - D I S T R I C L  - 

- - - -. - -PUBLIC _-- - - -  . - _  ~ O C C U P I E D - - -  -;-: - - - A G R I C U L T U R E = =  -MUSEUM - - 
- .- -- . - 

. -- - - - . X_BUILDING(S) ~ R I V A T E  _ - - - =  JNOCCUPIED - - -COMMERCIAL - -PARK 

. -- -STRUCTURE -BOTH - .  -WORK I N  PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL &PRIVATE RESIDEN~E 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUlSlTlON ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-0 WECT -IN PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTRICTED -INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-NO -MILITARY -OTHER 

BOWNER OF PROPERTY 
- - N A M E  - -  

- - .  - - - ~ r .  a n T M r s  . Lewis E . ~ a r  u k a a % l ? +  G k t %-&t-@&&, L i t - e i d  i . ~ & - . ~  - .  - - - --- 
---*-- - --- - 

STREET & NUMBER I 
. - a  

- 

7 West Fern  Road 
CITY TOWN STATE 

C h a r l e s  t o n  - VICINITY OF West V i r g i n i a  

- BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ET~.  Summers County Cour thouse  
STREET & NUMBER 

Bal lengee  and 1st S t r e e t s  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Hinton West V i r g i n i a  
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DATE 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

- E X C E L L E N T  - D E T E R I O R A T E D  

G O O D  - R U I N S  

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

- U N A L T E R E D  XORIGINAL SITE 

? A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Constructed around 1770-72, t h e  James Graham House n u s t  be desc r ibed  a s  l a r g e ,  
s t o u t  and f i n e  f o r  i t s  l o c a t i o n  and day. Dimensions a r e  ou t s t and ing  f o r  a  f r o n t i e r  
log  home, t he  e x t e r i o r  being approximately 28' x 25 '  and t h e  i n t e r i o r  having  two f l o o r s  
and a t t i c  o r  l o f t .  The twelve f e e t  c e i l i n g  h e i g h t  i s  unusual ,  and t h e  a t t i c  provides 
about 432 square f e e t  o f  u sab le  f l o o r  space. I t s  s t o u t n e s s  i s  apparent  i n  t h e  cons t ruc-  
t i o n  of yellow poplar  logs  based on walnut s i l l  t i r b e r s  and s tone  f o o t e r s  wi th  t h e  
a d d i t i o n a l  support  of l a r g e  oak s l e e p e r s  which s t i l l  r e t a i n  t h e i r  bark .  Logs a r e  about 
e i g h t  inches t h i c k  and vary i n  width from 14 t o  18 inches .  A t  each s i d e  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
a r e  huge chimneys made of r i v e r  s t o n e  c a r r i e d  from a  l o c a t i o n  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  sway on 
t h e  Greenbrier  River .  Fineness i s  s t r i k i n g  i n  t h e  hewn logs which appear  q u i t e  smooth, 
i n  t h e  s t r a i g h t n e s s  of  t h e  open c e i l i n g  beams which have beaded d e t a i l  and i n  t h e  s i z e  
of t h e  main f i r e p l a c e  which was o r i g i n a l l y  s i x  f e e t  wide and f i v e  f e e t  h i g h ,  Addit ional  
ref inement  i s  ev iden t  i n  t h e  well-placed jo in ings  of t h e  logs  which form dove- ta i led  
co rne r s .  

There was probably only a  s i n g l e  door and few, i f  any, windows i n  t h e  house when 
it was b u i l t .  P re sen t ly ,  however, t he  s t r u c t u r e  r e f l e c t s  changes l i k e l y  made i n  t h e  
f i r s t  h a l f  o f X h e  n ine t een th  cen tu ry .  The f r o n t  door i s  of-heavy v e r t i c a l  boards and 
has  a  four -sec t ioned ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  ove r l igh t . ,  Another door was a t  t h e  back of t h e  house, 
but  t h i s  i s  now an open en t r ance  i n t o  t h e  r e c e n t l y  cons t ruc t ed  a d d i t i o n .  The south 
( f r o n t )  e l e v a t i o n  now has  two windows on each f l o o r ,  wh i l e  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  has  one on t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  and smal l  openings i n  t h e  a t t i c  on each s i d e  of t h e  chimney and t h e  west has  
two openings i n  t h e  a t t i c .  The r e a r  has  only one window toward t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n ,  bu t  
i t  apparent ly  had another  nea r  t h e  c e n t e r  a t  one t ime.  A l l  windows, except  t hose  i n  
t h e  a t t i c ,  a r e  6/6, double-hung sash .  

Massive chimneys of r i v e r  s tone  were b u i l t  on each s i d e  of  t h e  house a d p r e s e n t  
an impressive appearance of s i z e  and s t r e n g t h .  Each i s  approximately 10 f e e t  wide and 
4 f e e t  deep and has  d r i p  cou r ses  a t  t h e  top  and on t h e  shoulders  where t h e  chimney s t a r t s  
t o  t a p e r .  The west chimney now houses a  f i r e p l a c e  somewhat diminished from i t s  o r i g i n a l  
s i x - f o o t  width and f i v e - f o o t  h e i g h t .  The e a s t  chimney con ta ins  two sma l l e r  f i r e p l a c e s  
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  bu t  t h i s  may have been t h e  r e s u l t  of d iv id ing  an o r i g i n a l l y  l a r g e r  
opening when t h e  a r e a  was p a r t i t i o n e d .  *The e a s t  chimney a l s o  has  a f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  
south  room of t he  second f l o o r  which may a l s o  have been added l a t e r .  

A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  house w r i t t e n  i n  1899 c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
t h e  r a f t e r s  used t o  support  t h e  gable  roof .  There a r e  t h r e e  p a i r s  of p r i n c i p a l  r a f t e r s ,  
one on each end and one i n  t h e  middle ( a l l  of 7" x  7"  t imbers ) ,  w i t h  p u r l i n s  ( a l s o  7"x7" )  
running t h e  l eng th  of t h e  house. This framing suppor ts  t h e  l a r g e  common r a f t e r s  which 
s t r e t c h  from roof t r e e  t o  r e s t  on the  pole  p l a t e s .  A l l  of t h e s e  t imber s  a r e  fas tened  
w i t h  l o c u s t  pins .  The framing i s  given added s t r e n g t h  through t h e  k ingpos t  and tiebeam 
on each end (o f t en  c a l l e d  a  ''wind beam"). The roof f o r  many y e a r s  was of r i v e n  oak 
shakes b u t ,  s i n c e  about 1971 when t h e  house was re roofed  and t h e  a t t i c  " f in i shed ,"  now 
has  a spha l t  sh ing le s .  

The i n t e r i o r  p r e s e n t l y  c o n s i s t s  of one l a r g e  room on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t h r e e  rooms 
on the  second and an open-space a t t i c .  A t  t imes the  f i r s t  f l o o r  was p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  
t h r e e  rooms ( i t  was s o  l a i d  o u t  i n  1899 and remained t h i s  way u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ) ,  each 
having i t s  own f i r e p l a c e .  The second f l o o r  seems always t o  have been d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  
rooms. There p r e s e n t l y  a r e  s t a i r s  t o  t h e  second f l o o r  and a t t i c ,  b u t  i t  i s  be l ieved  
t h a t  t hese  a r e  not  o r i g i n a l  and t h a t  a  w a l l  l adde r  formerly was used t o  reach t h e  second 
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-1 N V E N T I O N  

sPECIFIC C .  1770-72, 1777 BUILDER/APCHITECT 

STATEMENT O F  SIGNIFICANCE 

The Grahm House i s  an ou t s t and ing  example of l og  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  a  s p a r s e l y  
populated s e t t l e m e n t .  It i s  unusual  t o  have combined such f i n e n e s s  of f e a t u r e ,  s t o u t -  
n e s s  of de s ign  and g r e a t n e s s  o f  dimension i n  a  f i r s t  house on t h e  f r o n t i e r .  The 
s t r u c t u r e  ho lds  a d d i t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  t h e  s i t e  of  an Lndian a t t a c k  i n  1777 which 
caused the  dea th  of  t h r e e  s e t t l e r s  and t h e  c a p t u r e  of  a  seven-year-old g i r l .  

James Graham, h i s  w i f e  Florence and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  s e t t l e d  a long  t h e  Greenbr ie r  
- - River i n  what i s  now Summers County, West V i r g i n i a ,  about  1770, hav ing  come from t h e  

. -. - v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  Calf (Cow) P a s t u r e  River  i n  V i rg in i a .  This s e c t i o n  had been n e a r l y  - 
- -- - -- . - - - 

abandoned a f t e r  I n d i a n  problems i n  1763;-and t h e  Grahams and f a m i l i e s  l i k e  them were 
- aware of t h e  dangers  s t i l l  p r e sen t  on t h i s  f r o n t i e r  i n  t h e  l a t e  1760s. They were w i l l i n g ,  

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t o  s t a r t  c l e a r i n g  land and e s t a b l i s h i n g  farms away from t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  
popu la t i on  t o  t h e  e a s t .  

Graham b u i l t  what was probably t h e  f i r s t  permanent homestead i n  p re sen t  Summers 
County. With t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  goes t h e  added s i g n i f i c a n c e  of h i s  hav ing  cons t ruc t ed  a  
l a r g e  and f i n e  l o g  dwel l ing  where normally one would have expected a sma l l  house which 

- would s e r v e - u n t i l - p r o s p e r i t y  allowed -replacement  or-enlargingi---This- s t r u c t u r e  was so- -=- 
s u p e r i o r  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and s i z e  when compared t o  most o t h e r  p ionee r  l og  houses i n  t h e  

- - Greenbrier  Val ley t h a t  i t  was of ten-ca l led  -a-mansion. 

The l a r g e  yel low poplar  l o g s  of t h e  w a l l s  were p laced  on a  s t u r d y  foundat ion  which 
incorpora ted  a  s t o n e  f o o t e r ,  walnut log s i l l s  and oak l o g  s l e e p e r s .  To c r e a t e  what was 
somewhat 03 a  f o r t r e s s ,  Graham appa ren t ly  p laced  only  one door and few, i f  any, windows; 
then  he  bored s e v e r a l  h o l e s  i n  t h e  w a l l s  through which a  gun could  be  extended. Both 
f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s  were about twelve f e e t  from f l o o r  t o  c e i l i n g ,  and t h e  a t t i c  was 
h igh  enough t o  a l low t h e  t a l l e s t  t o  s t and  u p r i g h t .  Local m a t e r i a l s  were used i n  cons t ruc-  
t i o n ,  of cou r se ,  and each s i d e  of t h e  house f e a t u r e d  a  massive r i v e r  s t o n e  chimney i n  
which was housed a  l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e .  

The Graham home was probably completed by 1772, and t h e  f ami ly ,  a long wi th  o t h e r s  
who had s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  pursued a  r e g u l a r  l i f e  of farming. The l i t t l e  community 
even e r ec t ed  a  s tockade  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  occas iona l  t h r e a t  of Ind i an  t r o u b l e s .  
There was some s t i r r i n g  on t h i s  f r o n t i e r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1777, and t h e  f a m i l i e s  ga thered  
i n  t h e  f o r t .  During one i n c i d e n t ,  James Graham and o t h e r s  were i n  t h e  s tockade  f o r  
s e v e r a l  days,  bu t  when s i g n  of immediate danger d i sappeared ,  Graham moved h i s  family back 
t o  t h e i r  dwel l ing  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  S h o r t l y  a f t e rward ,  Ind ians  a t t a c k e d  h i s  home. 

James and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  were s l e e p i n g  i n  t h e  main house w h i l e  two of t h e  c h i l d r e n  
and a  young Negro boy s l e p t  i n  a  nearby o u t b u i l d i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  morning hours  of 
t h a t  d r ead fu l  day. The main house wi ths tood  t h e  ons laught ,  bu t  t h e  s l a v e  and Graham's 
ten-year-old s o n ,  John, were k i l l e d .  Seven-year-old E l i zabe th  Graham was t aken  cap t ive .  

The d e s p a i r  of t h e  t ragedy  was i nc reased  l a t e r  when t h e  ~ r a h a r n ' s  made s e v e r a l  
unsuccess fu l  a t t empt s  t o  ransom t h e i r  daughter .  I n  1785 they f i n a l l y  succeeded and 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION (cont inued)  

and t o p  l e v e l s .  Lumber f o r  f l o o r s  was whip-saved and put dorm w i t h  wrought i r o n  n a i l s ,  
sad t h e s e  a r e  s t i l l  i n  good cond i t i on .  

b e - s t o r y  a d d i t i o n s  a t  t he  n o r t h  ( r e a r )  e v e n t u a l l y  r ep l aced  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l og  
o u t b u i l d i n g s .  The p r e s e n t  a d d i t i o n  was b u i l t  i n  1971-72 and i s  a  lodge-type u n i t  
which w i l l  wea ther  o r  be  s t a i n e d  t o  blend wi th  t h e  l og  house. It c o n t a i n s  ba th ,  k i t c h e n  
and l i v i n g - d i n i n g - r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s .  On i t s  west s i d e  i s  a  covered p a t i o  about t h e  s i z e  
of one which once extended t o  t h e  sou th  end o f  t h e  l og  house. The cover ing  has  been 
removed from t h e  l o g  s e c t i o n  t o  a l low f o r  an open p a t i o  a r ea .  

8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont inued)  - - - - - -  - - - 

-- - .-- - - - . - 

brought E l i z a b e t h  back from near  p r e s e n t  ? l aysv i l l e ,  Kentucky. The s t o r y  i s  t h a t  t h e  
f i f t e e n - y e a r - o l d  g i r l  had ad jus t ed  q u i t e  we l l  t o  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  Ind i ans  and d id  not  
e s p e c i a l l y  l i k e  t h e  p rospec t s  of r e t u r n i n g  t o  w h i t e  s o c i e t y .  She e v e n t u a l l y  marr ied,  
however, and r a i s e d  n i n e  c h i l d r e n  a long  Hans Creek i n  t h e  Monroe County a r e a ,  

L i f e  f o r  t h e  ~ r a h a m ' s  a t  t h e i r  home a long  t h e  Greenbr ie r  River  seemed t o  go f a i r l y  
w e l l  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The family had always h e l d  p r e s t i g e  among t h e i r  f r i e n d s  and 
neighbors  and became l ead ing  members of t h e  community. I n  1799 James Graham was- -  
commissioned a  c o l o n e l  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  m i l i t i a  on t h e  recommendation of t h e  Nonroe County 
c o u r t ,  a  p o s i t i o n  which h e  r e t a i n e d  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1813.- 

. - -  - -  
- - The l o g  h o u s e  remained i n  t he  Graham- family-for- about 90 yea r s ,  bu t  :since -1860 i t  

h a s  had s e v e r a l  owners. One occupant was Colonel  Wilson ~ i v e l f w h o s e  son, Frank, became 
a  supreme c o u r t  judge i n  West V i r g i n i a .  Today, t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  owned by Mr. and Hrs. 
Lewis E .  Barickman and i s  used a s  a second home. 

9 .  IIAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (cont inued)  

Graham, David. H i s to ry  of t he  Graham Family. Clayton,  W.Va.: by t h e  au thor ,  1899 (?) .  
(pp. 40-45, 88-99) 

M i l l e r ,  James H. H i s to ry  of Summers County. Hinton, W.Va.: by t h e  au thor ,  1908. 
(pp. 43-44) 
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7 .  D E S C R I P T I O N  ( c o n t i n u e d )  1 

i 
During t h e  y e a r s  1971-72, t h e  Graham House was s t a b i l i z e d .  The o l d  roof  had ! 

d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  so  i t  was s t r e n g t h e n e d  w i t h  new g a b l e  lumber and a d d i t i o n a l  r o o f  
I 

s u p p o r t s  and was t h e n  s h i n g l e d .  Ne i the r  chimney was r e b u i l t ,  b u t  when an  o l d  ! 
p a t i o  roof  (a former  a d d i t i o n )  was removed f rom t h e  wes t  e l e v a t i o n ,  i t  was no ted  
t h a t  some of t h e  m o r t a r  had chipped o r  f a l l e n  o u t .  S e c t i o n s  were t h e n  r e p o i n t e d ,  ! 

b u t  t h e  chimneys were  n o t  r e b u i l t .  The n o r t h  a d d i t i o n  was made t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  
o l d  b u i l d i n g ,  and i t  i n c l u d e s  a l l  w i r i n g  and plumbing. I t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a l lowed 
t h e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  lower l e v e l  of t h e  n o r t h  f a c a d e  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  o r i g i n a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  
t h e  o l d  doorway b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  e n t r a n c e  between u n i t s .  The second f l o o r  on t h e  
n o r t h  was changed sometime i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  when a window was added, b u t  
i t  was n o t  a l t e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1971-72 r e f u r b i s h i n g .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e  work of t h o s e  
y e a r s  h a s  reduced  t h e  "wear-and-tear" on t h e  o l d  s t r u c t u r e  and i n s u r e d  c o n t i n u a t i o n  
o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  as much a s  p o s s i b l e .  Only t h e  r o o f  and g a b l e s  a r e  new t o  
t h e  house ,  and t h e s e  were  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  I 

I 
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