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historic Wood, Colonel  Henry Hewitt , House -- -- -- 

and'or common 

street & number 6 560 Roosevel t  Avenue, S . E.  - not for publication 

city, town Char l e s ton  vicinity of congressional district Third  
up- --- 

state W e s t  V i r g i n i a  code 5 4  county Kanawha code 039 

ssif ication 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-- district public 2 occupied -- agriculture 
X building(s) __ X private 

I- museum 
___ unoccupied -- commercial - park 

structure -- both -_ work in progress -_ educational L private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible -- entertainment religious 

object in process y e s :  restrickd government scientific 
being considered --x yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

no military -- other: - 

Street & number 6560 Roosevel t  Avenue, S. E., -- - -. - - 
city, town Char l e s  t o n  - vicinity of s ta teWest  V i r g i n i a  25304 

of keg4 escriptissa 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kanawha County Courthouse - - - -- --- 

street & number V i r g i n i a  and Court  S t r e e t s  ---- -- 

city, town Char l e s ton  ,tat, West V i r g i n i a  

Representeai rn in Existin s ib~~yeys  

title has this  properiy been determined ekgible? -_-yes X no - - -- - - -- 

date 
. -- 

__federal -- state . county -- local 
. - - - - - -- - - - - - - - ----- 

d2pository for survey records 
-- ___ - -_ - _  __ -- 

city, town state 
- - ___ - 



Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent deteriorated -- unaltered 2 original site 
- good ruins _X_ altered moved date -- 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Colonel  Henry Hewit t  Wood House s t a n d s  a t  t h e  r e a r  of  a  n e a t ,  t ree-shaded 
lawn f a c i n g  t h e  Kanawha River  i n  t h e  Kanawha E s t a t e s  s e c t i o n  of  Kanawha C i t y ,  
Cha r l e s ton ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  The two-s tory,  whi te -pa in ted  b r i c k  house was former1 
t h e  s e a t  of  a  l a r g e  farmland t h a t  d i sappeared  among dozens of smal l  r e s i d e n c e s  
a s  Cha r l e s ton ,  t h e  W e s t  V i r g i n i n  c a p i t a l ,  expanded a long  t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y  d u r i n  
heavy growth p e r i o d s  fo l lowing  t h e  world wars.  The house i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  re- 
minder of t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  of t h e  once b u s t l i n g  s a l t  producing i n d u s t r y  t h a t  pro- 
v ided  t h e  f i r s t  major growth s t imu lus  of t h e  Kanawha Va l l ey  i n  t h e  e a r l y  nine- 
t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  The i n d u s t r y  was c e n t e r e d  on t h e  n o r t h  bank of t h e  Kanawha a t  
Malden, o p p o s i t e  t h e  b r i c k  house b u i l t  i n  1829-31 f o r  Colonel  Henry Hewitt  Wood 
a l e a d i n g  sa l tmaker .  

The Colonel  Wood House i s  a  s l i g h t l y  modif ied "L".  The major e l e v a t i o n  f a c i n g  
t h e  r i v e r  i s  symmetr ical ly  d i v i q e d  among f i v e  bays and i s  c e n t e r e d  w i t h  an 
e s p e c i a l l y  broad e n t r a n c e .  The wide paneled door i s  f l anked  by s i d e l i g h t s  and 
surmounted w i t h  an unusual  r e c t a n g u l a r  o v e r l i g h t  whose b r i l l i a n t  g l a s s  panes 
a l t e r n a t e  i n  c o l o r s  of d a r k  b i u e ,  r e d ,  g reen ,  and amber. T r a d i t i o n  a s c r i b e s  t h e  
unusua l  panes  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d ,  a  n o t  improbable l i k l i h o o d  cons ider -  
i n g  t h e  presence  o f  wavy imper fec t ions  normally a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e a r l y  American 
window g l a s s .  

Unl ike  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b r i c k  farmhouses of West V i r g i n i a  w i t h  g e n r e a l l y  
s i m i l a r  massing and f l o o r  p l a n s ,  t h e  Wood House combines f e a t u r e s  of f o r m a l i t y  
sugges ted ,  i n  p a r t ,  by t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned e n t r a n c e  g l a z i n g  and by f l o o r -  
l e n g t h  windows in- t h e  p a r l o r  r i g h t  of t h e  -Roosevelt Avenue e n t r a n c e  and i n  t h e  
d i n i n g  room a c r o s s  t h e  h a l l .  Raised acan thus  l e a f  p l a s t e r  molding i n  two evenly 
spaced bands, embe l l i sh  t h e  c e i l i n g  of  t h e  p a r l o r  c e n t e r e d  w i t h  a  p l a s t e r  r o s e t t  
and c r y s t a l  c h a n d e l i e r .  Wood t r i m  i n  bo th  t h e  p a r l o r  and d i n i n g  room i s  out-  
s t a n d i n g ;  t h e  door and window c a s i n g  ,is xibbed and f l u t e d  and d e t a i l e d  wi th  
r o s e  b locks .  The s t r i n g e r  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  hallway s t a i r c a s e ,  which r i s e s  t o  t h e  
second f l o o r  i n  two f l i g h t s ,  i s  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  s c r o l l  b r a c k e t s .  

Following change of  ownership i n  t h e  18701s ,  V i c t o r i a n  a l t e r a t i o n s  w e r e  a lmost  
c e r t a i n l y  under taken.  Modi f ica t ion  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  placement of wood b racke t s  
i n  t h e  eaves  and i n  t h e  probable  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  n e a t  smal l  room, now used 
a s  a  bedroom, a t  t h e  w e s t  end of h o u s e ' s  main block ( o f f  d i n i n g  room). The 
t h r e e - s i d e d  window bay of t h i s  room, w i t h  i t s  f l o o r - l e n g t h  windows, i s  p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  charming. Other  V i c t o r i a n  a d d i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  a  mid-century round-arched 
f i r e p l a c e  opening i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  e l l .  

A long  succes s ion  of d i s t i n g u i s h e d  owners has  n o t  l e f t  t h e  Colonel  Wood House 
wi thou t  an i m p r i n t  of change. Two-tier porches  a t  t h e  f r o n t  ( r i v e r  e l e v a t i o n )  
and r e a r  have d i sappea red ,  though t h e  one-s tory  porch f a c i n g  Roosevel t  Avenue 
r s t a i n s  one-half  t h e  h e i g h t  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  (Two-tier porches  a r e  common fea-  
t u r e s  a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  farmhouses; t h e y  f r e q u e n t l y  occupy a n g l e s  
formed by convergence of e l l s  w i t h  t h e  major b u i l d i n g  m a s s . ) ;  i t s  p o s t  supports 
were r e p l a c e d  by t h e  p r e s e n t  owners w i t h  f l u t e d  Doric  columns. Space a d j o i n i n g  
t h e  Roosevel t  S t r e e t  e n t r a n c e  h a s  been landscaped and des igned  by t h e  c u r r e n t  
owner (1980) ,  t h e  Heber Pi t tman f ami ly ,  t o  form a  f o u n t a i n  c o u r t y a r d  wi th  
p l a n t i n g s  of m i n i a t u r e  boxwood. 
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Additional changes to the original fabric are seen in the stone chimney 
built by the Pittmans at the end of the kitchen ell. The family room in 
this section opens onto a walled patio and pool constructed in recent 
years on the west side of the ell. Despite such changes, the owners have 
guarded much of the traditional character of the house. 



Period 
__ prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
__ 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 

1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric community planning __ landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic conservation - law - science 

agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
X architecture e d u c a t i o n  - military social1 

- art - engineering music humanitarian 

- commerce 1 explorationisettlement philosophy theater 

- communications X industry - politicsigovernment transportation 
invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 18 2  9- 31 BuilderiArchitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Colonel  Henry Hewit t  Wood House i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  because it i s  a  reminder  of 
t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  of t h e  once b u s t l i n g  s a l t  producing i n d u s t r y  t h a t  p rov ided  t h e  
f i r s t  major growth s t i m u l u s  of  West V i r g i n i a ' s  Grea t  Kanawha Val ley .  The e a r l y  
i n d u s t r i a l  v e n t u r e s  of  Colonel  Wood provided t h e  means f o r  a  spac ious  farm- 
house over looking  t h e  Kanawha River o p p o s i t e  Kanawha S a l i n e s  (Malden),  t h e  s a l -  
manufactur ing boomtown of  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  S e v e r a l  formal  a r c h i -  
t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of ~ o o d ' s  modest L-shaped b r i c k  r e s i d e n c e  sugges t  t h e  handi-  
work of a  mas te r  b u i l d e r .  Though t y p i c a l  i n  s t y l e  of a r e a  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r i o d  
houses ,  a m e n i t i e s  i n  form of f l o o r  l e n g t h  windows, a co lo red  g l a s s  e n t r a n c e  
sur round ,  and o r n a t e  acan thus - s ty l e  p a r l o r  p l a s t e rwork  provide  t h e  house wi th  
a  d i s t i n c t  i d e n t i t y .  The house b u i l t  i n  1829-31, i s  t h e  o l d e s t  s u r v i v i n g  on 
t h e  sou th  bank of t h e  Kanawha River  i n  t h e  Malden a r e a  (once c a l l e d  South 
Malden),  and i s  t h e  second o l d e s t  e x t a n t  r e s i d e n c e  on i t s  o r i g i n a l  founda t ion  
i n  Cha r l e s ton ,  t h e  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  c a p i t a l .  

I The house b u i l t  f o r  Colonel  Henry Hewitt  Wood (1810-83) h a s  been owned o r  
occupied by a  succes s ion  of  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f a m i l i e s  i nc lud ing :  M r s .  S a l l i e  Lewi: 
Dickinson (whose husband Henry C.  Dickinson was a s a l t  producer  and Mayor of  
C h a r l e s t o n ) ,  Lawrence C h r i s t y ,  Chz r l e s  Cunningham, Judge John N.  Charnock, and 
Heber P i t tman .  Colonel  Wood a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Kanawha Val ley  from New York. H e  
l o s t  a  g r e a t  amount o f  money i n  t h z  C i v i l  War a s  a Southern sympathizer .  
Desp i t e  t h e  s e tback  i n  l a t e r  l i f e ,  Colonel  Wood and h i s  w i f e ,  Ann Ruffner  
Reynolds (1814-79), erijoyed t h e  p r o s p ~ r i t y  of t h e  p re -C iv i l  War e r a  s a l t  marlu- 
f s c t u r i n g  b u s i n e s s  which produced t h e  f i n e s t  g rade  s a l t  from sub-surface  
b r i n e s .  Th i s  commodity was widely  used p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Ohio Val ley ,  and £0; 
c u r i n g  and p r e s e r v i n g  meats .  The b r i n e s  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  emergence of  
t h e  Kanawha V a l l e y ' s  famed chemical  i n d u s t r i e s  of t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry .  

I n  h e r  book, P i o n e e r s  and T h e i r  Homes on Upper Kanawha, Ruth Woods Dayton wrotr 
t h e  fo l lowing  about  t h e  Wood fami ly :  

Colonel  and M r s .  Wood had f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  a l l  born h e r e :  Lav in i a  C a b e l l ,  
mother o f  C.  A.  and H e w i t t  Cabe l l ;  B e t t i e ,  w i f e  o f  J. H. Huling,  member 
of Congress,  and former mayor o f  Char les ton ;  Margaret ,  who mar r i ed  
Will iam Donnally,  son of Colonel  Andrew Donnally,  Jr . ;  and E l i z a b e t h  
(1833-1880), who marr ied Will iam R. Cox, Jr. (1825-18701, whose f a t h e r ,  
a  farmer  and sa l t -maker ,  had come t o  Char les ton  f r o m  Campbell County, 
V i r g i n i a ,  about  1823. One of  h i s  farms l a y  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  Cha r l e s ton ' :  
p r e s e n t  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  and t h e  r o u t e  t aken  t o  d r i v e  h i s  c a t t l e  t o  
t h e  r i v e r  f o r  wate r  came t o  be  c a l l e d  Cox's Lane, and i s  now C a p i t o l  
S t r e e t ,  

P r e s e n t  (1980) owner of  t h e  Colonel  Wood House, t h e  P i t tman  f ami ly ,  h a s  adapt -  
ed  t h e  landmark t o  conveniences  demanded of contemporary comfor tab le  l i v i n g ,  
wh i l e  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  pe r iod .  
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N m s  oE master builders or  architects who my have designed the Colonel Wood House have 
not survived. Yet ora l  tradition at tr ibutes the house t o  a Philadelphia architectural 
firm. The plasterwork of the parlor has keen attributed t o  itinerant craftsmen. Given 
the growth of the cammunity of Malden (Kanawha Salines) in the early nineteenth century, 
and the heavy t r a f f i c  along the James River and mawha Turnpike, it is not unlikely 
that  sophisticated plans were occasionally available in the area, and that  services of 
master builders could have been secured by local squires from Eastern sources. Sustained 
growth of the Malden-Charleston area of the 1830s did, however, witness the rise of a 
small building industry centered about the nan-e of a t  least  one master builder. 
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Acreage of nominated property k acre 
Quadrangle n a m e P C h a r e  l s t 0 n  E a s t ,  W. Va . 
U M T  References 

Quadrangle scale .?f * 4 t 0 0 0  - 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification L o c a t e d  on a c i t y  l o t ,  no. 9 3,  E a s t  K a n a w h a  
E s t a t e s ,  C h a r l e s t o n ,  on a parcel  1 0 0 1 x  350 '  b e t w e e n  t h e  X a n a w h a  R i v e r  and 
R o o s e v e l t  A v e . ,  S . E .  (Map of E a s t  K a n a w h a  E s t a t e s ,  C.B. H o l s c l a w ,  A u g u s t  
1 9 3 4 ,  K a n a w h a  C o u n t y  C o u r t )  - -- - 

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state  or county boundaries 

state code county code 

nameititle R o d n e y  S.  C o l l i n s ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n  -- 

organizationw. V. D e p a r t m e n t  of C u l t u r e  & H i s t o r y d a t e  J u n e  2 6 ,  1 9 8 0  

streetanumber C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r ,  C a p i t o l  C o m p l e x  telephone 3 0 4 - 3 4 8 - 0 2 4 0  

citv or town C h a r e  1 s t o n  st,t, W e s t  V i r g i n i a  

- 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:  

- national state X local - 
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