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Cold Spring i s  a  two-story s t r u c t u r e  wi th  an a t t i c  and a  base- 
ment. I t  faces  south wi th  l a r g e  chimneys on t h e  e a s t e r n  and wes tern  
gabled ends. The stonework is coursed a s h l a r  with f l a t  arched door 
and window openings having r e c t a n g u l a r  s tones  l a i d  i n  s o l d i e r  course.  
Very l i t t l e  evidence remains of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  mortar j o i n t s ,  b u t  i t  
appears t h a t  t h e  j o i n t s  were f l u s h  wi th  the  masonry l i n e .  There 
i s  no evidence of e i t h e r  a  water  t a b l e  o r  chimney caps. 

The s tone  s t e p s  and a s tone  s toop  lead t o  t h e  f r o n t  door.  The 
four  16/16 windows on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and t h e  f i v e  8/12 windows on 
the  second f l o o r  a r e  arranged symmetr ical ly  about t he  f r o n t  door.  
There a r e  a l s o  four  southern  f ac ing  small  basement windows; t h e  
e a s t e r n  most showing o r i g i n a l  wooden v e r t i c a l  r ec t angu la r  b a r s .  

The nor thern  s i d e  is  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  bu t  i n  t he  second 
f l o o r  t he  window above t h e  door i s  o f f  c e n t e r  by about two f e e t  t o  
t h e  west ( t h e  i n t e r i o r  s t a i r  l anding  i s  l oca t ed  he re ) .  A most 
outs tanding  f e a t u r e  on t h e  no r the rn  s i d e  i s  t he  l a rge  s tone  s toop  
c o n s i s t i n g  of e leven l a r g e  s t o n e  r i s e r s .  The s toop  i s  paved with 
l a r g e  s tone  s l a b s .  Below t h i s  s t o n e  s toop  i s  an areaway and door 
leading t o  t he  basement. The c a v e - l i k e  en t rance  of which i s  l oca t ed  
on the  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  s toop .  

A small  p iece  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  crown molding of t h e  co rn i ce  can 
be seen on the  sou theas t e rn  co rne r .  

The window frames a r e  of  heavy r o l l e d  wood and a r e  molded and 
pinned i n  t h e  l a t e  18th Century t r a d i t i o n ;  however, t he  door frames 
a r e  l i g h t e r  and have panel molding i n  t h e  Greek Revival 19 th  Cen- 
t u r y  manner. No s h u t t e r s  e x i s t  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  19th Century p i n t l e s  
a t  a l l  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  windows. A one-story l e a n - t o  has 
r e c e n t l y  been added t o  t h e  wes tern  s i d e  of t h e  bui ld ing  b u t  t h e  
k i t c h e n  doorway on the  southwes tern  corner  appears t o  be o r i g i n a l .  

There i s  a  s tanding  seam meta l  roo f .  
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Aside from i t s  age, "Cold Spring" i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
because i t  was the  home of one o f  t h e  o l d e s t  and most prominent 
fami l ies  i n  t h e  Valley,  t h e  Lucas family;  being t h e  childhood home 
of  two of our  United S t a t e s  Congressmen, and a t  one time owned by 
the  "Poet of  t he  Shenandoah Val ley ,"  Daniel  Bedinger Lucas. 

I n  1793, Edward Lucas I11 helped h i s  son, Robert, b u i l d  t h e  
magnificent "Cold Spring."  Robert and h i s  wife  Sarah Rion, t h e  
daughter and h e i r e s s  of  t h e  Revolut ionary s o l d i e r  John Rion, found 
t h i s  l a r g e  s tone  mansion t h e  p e r f e c t  home. 

One of t h e i r  most no tab le  c h i l d r e n  was Edward V. A f t e r  a t -  
tending l o c a l  schools  h e  a t t ended  and graduated from Dickinson 
College. During t h e  War of 1812, Edward V served a s  a  l i e u t e n a n t .  
He continued t o  ea rn  d i s t i n c t i o n  f o r  himself  and h i s  community by 
being e l e c t e d  t o  t he  S t a t e  House of Delegates  i n  1819, 1830, and 
1831. From 1833 t o  1837 he represented  the  Val ley  D i s t r i c t  i n  
Congress, then  served a s  super in tendent  of  t h e  Harpers Fe r ry  Armory 
and Arsenal .  While he  was super in tendent ,  a  type of  dyke was 
e rec ted  around p a r t  o f  t h e  armory and s e v e r a l  homes were b u i l t  f o r  
employees. I n  1847, Edward Lucas became paymaster of t h e  Harpers 
Fer ry  Armory and Arsenal ;  he f i l l e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  h i s  dea th  
i n  1858. 

Edward's b ro the r ,  William, was j u s t  a s  prominent a s  he. A t  
an  e a r l y  age, he graduated from Tucker Law School and was immedi- 
a t e l y  accepted t o  t h e  ba r .  He s e t  up h i s  p r a c t i c e  i n  Shepherds- 
town but  moved i n  1830 t o  t h e  county s e a t .  I n  1838 t o  1839, he 
served i n  t he  Vi rg in i a  House of  Delegates  and was e l e c t e d  a s  a  
Democrat t o  t he  Twenty-Sixth and Twenty-Eighth Congress. I n  1850 
he was e l e c t e d  t o  t he  V i r g i n i a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention and a t  one 
time was considered a s  governor of  V i rg in i a .  I n  1836 William b u i l t  
another  b e a u t i f u l  home, "Rion Ha l l t t  and became t h e  f a t h e r  of  Dan ie l  
Bedinger, who i s  b e s t  remembered f o r  h i s  poem, "The Land Where We 
Were Dreaming. " 

Edward and Wil l iam's  b r o t h e r ,  "Colonel Bob," who was so  named 
f o r  h i s  war s e rv i ces  i n  1812, had i n h e r i t e d  "Cold Spr ing ."  He 
passed away i n  1880, leav ing  t h i s  s tone  mansion t o  Danie l  Bedinger.  

Upon the  death of D a n i e l ' s  daughter ,  "Cold Spring" p a s s e d  
out  of t h e  Lucas hands. I t  i s  p r e s e n t l y  owned by D r .  O . C .  S t i n e .  
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"Cold Spring." Magazine of the Jefferson County Historical Society, 

December, 1949, pp. 5-11. 
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