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Government - c i t y  hal l  C i t y  Hall 

(0nt.r c8t0godm from inruuctkrrr) 
fou*m poured concrete, brick 

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals: brick, gray limestone 
Neoclassical Revival s tee l  frame 
Renaissance Revival w corrugated arched pan with conrete 

oth.r single p i l e  membrane 

The Charleston C i ty  Hal l  occupies a deep l o t  on the south side o f  V i rg in ia  
Street,  opposite the Kanawha County Courthouse, a t  the center o f  downtown 
Charleston. The major, or entrance, elevat ion faces Vi rg in ia  Street wi th  
monumental design features and wal ls c lad i n  smooth gray limestone. The equal ly 
impressive limestone-faced Court Street facade presents a grand prospect which 
runs southward f o r  near1 y a block between V i rg in ia  Street and Kanawha Boulevard. 
These two elevations are en t i re l y  formal i n  design because they were intended t o  
face the courthouse and pr inc ipa l  c i t y  thoroughfare, while the lesser east and 
south elevations were formerly hidden from view by colllnercial buildings. The 
facades facing Shanklin Park are thus faced i n  a less expensive though handsome 
blond brick; they were exposed t o  general view only a f te r  removal o f  the 
b u i  ld ings and construction o f  Shank1 i n  Park, a landscaped parking l o t  w i th  
p lan t ings  and benches. 

Charleston C i t y  Hal l ,  an important work o f  c i v i c  archi tecture i n  West 
V i  r g i  n i  a, i s  a balanced composi t i o n  featur ing sysmetrical ly placed ornament and 
broad wal l  spaces uninterrupted by setbacks or projections. Though seemingly 
rectangular i n  plan from the f ron t ,  the bui ld ing i s  actual ly  'Urn-shaped, as 
viewed from the rear. 

Charleston arch i tec t  H. Rus Warne produced plans for a new c i t y  h a l l  t h a t  
r e f l e c t e d  then popular tastes i n  t rad i t i ona l  styles, such as the classical  and 
Renaissance revivals,  w i th  which archi tects,  l i k e  Uarne, were famil ta r  and we l l  
versed, as the r e s u l t  o f  t ra in ing.  Uarne's 1921-22 Charleston C i t y  Hal l  i s  a 
West V i rg in ia  1 andmark o f  ear ly  20th-century Classicisa based upon Renaissance 
and Beaux A r t s  t rad i t ions .  The arch i tec t ' s  grand entrance elevation o f  the 4- 
s t o r y  bu i ld ing  i s  centered w i th  a colossal engaged colonnade o f  s i x  f l u t e d  Dor ic  
co lmns,  which r i ses  3-stor ies i n  support o f  a massive cornice. The colonnade 
i s  car r ied  by a rust icated ground story faced i n  deep jo in ted ashlar and 
punctuated w i th  three massive arched doorways which open above a grand f l i g h t  o f  
g ran i te  steps f 1 an ked w i  t h  shal l  ow c lass ica l  urns and 1 imestone ni ngwal 1 s. 
Above the ground story are t a l l ,  evenly spaced wood w i n h  glazed i n  o r i g i n a l  
a s s d l  i e s  featur ing deeply pro ject ing mul l  tons and transom bars. This bank o f  
h i g h l y  ornate windows i s  one of the most important archi tectural  features o f  the  
bui ld ing.  The windows also impart one o f  the strongest design elements o f  the 
Renaissance Revival s t y l e  w i t h  pediments which al ternate along the facade I n  a 
t r i angu la r  and segmental geometry. Other ref ined o rnawt t  o f  the wall surfaces 
inc lude spandrel panels between the t h i r d  and four th s tor ies which contain bas- 

g l ~ o o n t i n u d k n d r r t  
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re1 i e f  festoons carved in m. The Court Street elevation i s  pa r t i cu la r l y  
evocative o f  the Renaissance palace facade because i t s  c lassical  treatments, 
such as Doric p i las te rs  which r i s e  three stor ies high, are symnetrically placed 
along the expanse o f  fourteen bays. 

Formal f in ishes and ceremonial spaces are equal ly prominent w i th in  the 
foyers, corr idors.  and chambers of  the Char1 eston C i t y  Hal 1 . Architect Warne, 
who understood the classical  1 anguage o f  archi tecture better perhaps than any 
contemporary a rch i tec t  i n  West Virginia,  designed several spaces o f  exceptional 
beauty. These include the grand entrance lobby, s t a i  r h a l l  , and counci 1 
chambers. 

The entrance lobby i s  a high cei l inged space entered through an or ig ina l  
wood and glass revolving door. Flanking bronze doors wi th  high p la te  and 
beveled glass panels provide secondary ingress/egress. Dividing the outer and 
inner lobby i s  a p a i r  o f  monolithic Rornan Doric CO~URH~S o f  f i n e  grained marble 
weighing approximately three tons. The shafts o f  the colmns are smooth and 
were quarried from the same source of stone employed i n  the wal ls o f  the lobby 
and s t a i r h a l l  dado. This marble i s  compactly grained and exhib i ts  color tones 
o f  beige and cream. The c e i l i n g  w i th in  the outer lobby i s  coffered. The 
ornamental mouldings high1 ight ing the beams are g i  1 t-painted. b o t h  p laster  
surfaces form the ce i l i ng  o f  the inner lobby beneath which, l e f t  o f  center, i s  
the  f i r s t  f l i g h t  o f  the 7 - f l i gh t  stairway that  r i s e s  w i th in  i t s  open well three 
f u l l  s tor ies.  The ornate cast metal r a i l  runs continuously from f l o o r  t o  f l oo r .  

Wa l nut  pane 1 i ng embe 1 1 i shes the wal l  s o f  the counci 1 chamber , o f  ten 
described as the bui ld ing '  s most beaut i fu l  room. Corinthian p i  lasters accent 
the  wa l ls  above which 8 plaster  c e i l i n g  w i th  decorative r w l d i n g  and t r i m  
doainates the room. Spaces w i th in  the bui ld ing have retained luch  o f  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  f in ish ,  although cer ta in  rooms have been adapted f o r  d i f f e ren t  
purposes. The f i r e  department, for example, i s  now used as an emergency 
colrwrnications center. The rear block's upper f l o o r s  contain the c i t y ' s  j a i l  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  but four th f l o o r  quarters o r i g i n a l l y  u t i l i z e d  fo r  health care and 
hospi ta l  services are now used for c i t y  o f f  i ce  space. 

Restoration work i n  the lobby and council chambers was undertaken i n  the 
1980's during the f i r s t  t e n  of Mayor Roark. These projects were df rected by 
Charleston arch i tec t  Paul D. Marshall. A l a s t  d e t a i l  project slated f o r  
completion i n  1988 i s  the restorat ion of h i s t o r i c  l i g h t i n g  f i x tu res  i n  the 
councfl chambers. 



Significant Penon 
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Charleston C i t y  Hall.  i s  one o f  West Vi rg in ia 's  most s ign i f i can t  works o f  
c i v i c  arch i tecture and i s  the best southern Yest V i rg in ia  example o f  an 
important pub1 i c  bu i ld ing  designed i n  a fashionable ear ly  20th-century s t y l e  
based upon the c lass ica l  and Renaissance t rad i t ion .  The bui ld ing was 
constructed from plans produced by H. Rus Warne, one o f  Yest V i rg in ia ' s  most 
accompl i shed and i n f l u e n t i a l  archi tects of the ear ly 20th century. Char1 eston 
C i t y  Ha l l  derives addit ional  signif icance as the focal po int  o f  l oca l  government 
e f f o r t s  during the 1920's t o  house urban services and agencies, such as those 
required f o r  health care, under a singie roof.  

The s i t e  o f  the present c i t y  ha1 1 was acquired on October 23, 1882. and 
l a t e r  cleared t o  permit construction i n  1884 o f  a $14,000 red b r i c k  ec lec t ic  
s t ruc ture  combing Second Empire and Romanesque styles. A major feature o f  the 
e a r l i e r  c i t y  bu i ld ing  was i t s  f i r e  department bays which faced V i rg in ia  Street. 
Charleston's growth accelerated i n  the l a t e  19th century, pa r t i cu la r l y  a f t e r  
1885, when the c i t y  became the s tate 's  permanent capi tal .  Growth o f  the c i t y  
was dramatic during these decades, as evidenced by burgeoning conrercial  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  developments centering around the coal, gas, o i  1 , and 1 d e r  
industr ies.  The select ion of Charleston as the s tate capi tal  was a momentous 
event, but, i n  the words of h is to r ian  Ot is  K. Rice, i n  h i s  book Charleston and 
the Kanawha Val ley,  ". . .the transformation o f  the c i t y  i n t o  a t h r i v i n g  
i n d u s t r i a l  and comercia1 center f n  the succeeding decades was no less  
exc i t ing."  The population growth o f  the c i t y  during the f i r s t  decades o f  the 
20th century placed a great s t r a i n  on the u t i l i t y  o f  the 1884 red b r i c k  c i t y  
h a l l .  A measure of t h i s  rap id  r i s e  i n  the c i t y ' s  population i s  contained i n  the 
fo l low ing  yearly s t a t i s t i c s :  
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A t  the beginning o f  the decade of the 19201s, and during the 
administration of Mayor Grant P. Hal l  (1919-1923), the c i t y  was forced t o  
replace i t s  less than 40-year-old municipal bu i ld ing with a more capacious and 
comfortable seat o f  government. This was accomplished i n  1921-1922 wi th  
construction o f  an impressive Renaissance-style, gray limestone c lad nsymbol o f  
paternalism and government", which was described i n  local papers as the f i n e s t  
municipal bui ld ing i n  the  south. 'It i s  up-to-date i n  every respect and i s  
designed t o  take care o f  the business of the c i t y  f o r  many years, no matter how 
f a s t  may be i t s  growth." The cost o f  $650,000 was considered, nevertheless, 
expensive, even f o r  a b u i l d i n g  b u i l t  during the boom period o f  the Roaring 20's. 

C i ty  government placed the pro ject  i n  the hands of H. Rus Warne, 
Charleston's leading a rch i tec t  . His superintendent o f  construction was A.G. 
Higgenbotham, a successful and well-known Kanawha Valley bu i lder .  Supervising 
the 2-year pro ject  was Bonner H. H i  11 , Ci ty  Manager, who was 1 auded by the 
Charleston Gazette because "he saw every brick, stone, board, and n a i l  t h a t  went 
i n t o  it. He scoured the  country f o r  material o f  the cheapest qua1 i t y  and a t  the 
same time o f  the highest." It was Bonner H i l l  who i n  1924 became secretary o f  
the West Vi rg in ia  Capitol  Bui ld ing Cotmission; i t  was he who oversaw t h a t  
g igant ic  pro ject  u n t i l  i t s  completion i n  1932. During the course o f  the pro jec t  
many, including p r i va te  c i  ti tens part ic ipated i n  discussions and provided advice 
1 eadi ng t o  successful compl e t i  on o f  construction. 

Formal opening o f  C i t y  Ha l l  was held during the evening o f  August 31, 
1922. An estimated one t h i r d  o f  Charleston's population toured the bui ld ing, 
nhich was described i n  the  Septeder 1, 1922 Charleston Gazette as 
containing'. . . as in teg ra l  parts, stone and steel, polished wood, d u l l  bronze, 
beaten brass, cos t ly  rugs, g l  is ten ing furni ture,  flowers, handsomely gowned 
women and a1 l tha t  i s  beaut i fu l  . ' The throngs were greeted by Mayor Hal 1, 
a rch i tec t  H. Rus Warne, contractor A.G. Higginbotham, and p ro jec t  manager Bonner 
H. H i l l .  (Mr. H i l l  was c i t y  manager during the ear ly  Hal l  acbninistration; he 
was succeeded by Lon S. Barringer.) 

Also presiding a t  the opening reception was Dr.  R.A. Ireland, o f  the c i t y  
health department. C i t y  Hal 1 was equipped wi th  modern health f a c i l  i t i e s ,  t o  
insure tha t  'the c i t y  government w i l l  wage war on disease i n  the same bu i ld ing  
when it wages b a t t l e  against crime, the product o f  disease.' Fourth f l o o r  
quarters, providing hea l th  and hospital f a c i  1 f t ies,  were regarded as a 
s ign i f i can t  new concept i n  c i t y  services. As reported by a w r i t e r  covering the 
opening, and quoted by Paul O. Marshall i n  h i s  Survey o f  Charleston (1984) : 
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"But the new thing, the one with which Charleston people 
are not f am i l i a r ,  i s  the provision made f o r  caring f o r  the 
physical l y  a i  1 ing  or the delinquents o f  1 i f e .  Here the 
paternal aspect of the whole thing was best exempl i f  ied. 
Here i t  has been shown how a c i t y  i s  not i nd i f f e ren t  t o  
the d e r e l i c t  who i s  sick, the wayward who needs res t ra in t  
and medical at tent ion, the casual emergency case tha t  
needs treatment and care and a l l  done a t  the expenses of 
o f  the c i t y . "  

Charleston C i t y  Hal l ,  w i th  i t s  heavy classical  treatments, ref ined de ta i l ,  
and marked symnetry i s  an important West Vi rg in ia  example o f  ear ly  20th-century 
classicism. Archi tect  Warne produced plans fo r  a fashionable c i t y  h a l l  t h a t  was 
based upon popular tastes i n  t rad i t i ona l  styles, such as the Neo-Classical 
Revival and Renaissance Revival, wi th  which Warne, l i k e  many contemporaries, 
were fam i l i a r  and wel l  versed. It i s  not surprising tha t  Warne, a West V i rg in ia  
native, once traveled i n  Europe as a young man t o  study h i s t o r i c a l l y  s ign i f i can t  
archi tecture. A generation o f  American architects d i d  i n  f a c t  study under 
teachers, or a t  schools, which emphasized design i n  which classical ,  Beaux-Arts, 
and Renaissance modes were considered professionally superior and proper. One 
o f  the leading proponents o f  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  i n  the United States was a rch i tec t  
Cass Gi lber t ,  w i th  whom arch i tec t  Yarne became well acquainted during the times 
G i  1 b e r t  spent on i ntermi t t e n t  t r i p s  t o  Char1 eston t o  supervise construction o f  
the West V i rg in ia  Capitol (1924-1932). 

Archi tect  H. Rus Yarne 

H. Rus Warne (1872-1954) was a pioneer leader and organizer among ea r l y  
West V i rg in ia  professionals i n  the f i e l d  o f  architecture. Yarne produced plans 
f o r  m n y  prominent bui ld ings i n  West V i rg in ia  during the h a l f  century o f  h i s  
professional career. His works are found i n  a l l  sections - save the panhandlers - o f  the state. Important t o  profession and state w e n  Yarne's e f f o r t s  t o  
organize a s tate board o f  arch i tects  and form a s tate chapter o f  the AIA.  

A student o f  the Beaux-Arts, Yarne studied i n  a Paris a t e l i e r  before the 
turn-of-the-century, and also spent some time i n  R m .  It seems appropriate 
then t h a t  even a minor d e t a i l  such as the large, handsme, and d i s t i n c t i v e  
polished bronze dedicatory t a b l e t  a f f i xed  t o  the marble wal ls  o f  the lobby o f  
Charleston C i t y  Hal l ,  and bearing the name o f  the archi tect ,  should conform i n  
d i g n i t y  and s t y l e  t o  the whole o f  the building. 
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