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DESCRIPT lOH 

I (Chmck On*) 

The main s e c t i o n  of Cedar Lawn is a two-story, white-painted b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  of Federal  s t y l e .  Its roof i s  hipped and has  two c e n t r a l  chimney 
The cornice is  p l a i n  b r i ck .  Its e a s t e r n  fac ing  f r o n t  has  a one-story Greek 
r e v i v a l  porch wi th  unadorned pediment. 

CONDITION 

A simple den t i cu la ted  cornice  l ies below t h e  pediment and is- supported 
by f l u t e d  Doric columns, 

The porch s t e p s  and square ba lus t rades  a r e  wooden. A s t e p  and a h a l f ,  
t h e  width of t h e  f r o n t i s p i e c e ,  j o i n  t h e  adamesque door, a six-paneled, 
double-leafed ob jec t  wi th  e l a b o r a t e  s i d e l i g h t s  and f a n l i g h t .  Metal mullion 
s e p a r a t e  t h e  panes of t h e  l a t t e r  two i n t o  geometric shapea including c i r c l e  
t r i a n g l e s ,  and bi-pointed ovals .  

The f i v e  windows i n  t h e  f r o n t  of the  c e n t r a l  s t r u c t u r e  a r e  geometrical 
placed around t h e  f r o n t  door; a l l  a r e  twelve pane, double hung, and t h e  
c e n t r a l  second-story window has  s i d e l i g h t s .  A l l  have splayed b r i c k  l i n t e l s  

> € S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (if h o ~ n )  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Q Ercmllmnt 0 C o d  0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins Unmxposmd 

- ~ 

(hardly v i s i b l e  s ince t h e  bui ld ing has  -been painted) and dark, louvered 
s h u t t e r s .  

(Check On*) 

@ Altered 0 Unoltmrmd 

To t h e  south of t h e  house proper is  a long, one-and-a-half-story k i t c h  
en  wing. It has  windows s i m i l a r  t o  those of t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
s e c t i o n  and dark,  louvered s h u t t e r s .  

(Chmck On*) 

0 Moved Original Site 

To the  nor th  of t h e  house is  a small ,  one-story attachment, a more 
recent  addi t ion  not  mentioned i n  t h e  1937 H i s t o r i c  American Bui ld ing Survey 
desc r ip t ion .  It is i n  keeping with o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  l i n e s ,  however, 
and does not  d e t r a c t  from t h e  appearance of the  s t r u c t u r e .  

Both wings a r e  n e a r l y  f l u s h  with t h e  c e n t r a l  sec t ion ,  and both have 
gabled roofs  wi th  a s p h a l t  sh ingles .  The southern wing has  an end and cen- 
t r a l  chimney. The hipped roof s e c t i o n  i s  s l a t e .  

The southern wa l l  i s  Flemish bond; a l l  o t h e r s  a r e  common. 
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T A T E M E N T  O F  SIGNIFICANCE 

Cedar Lawn is historically significant because it was the home of 
George washington' s great nephew, John Thornton August ine Washington. Of 
John's many children, four of whom are known in their own right, Lawrence 
became a lawyer and author who practiced in Chicago and later left for 
California to write Fifty Years Hence. Thornton Augustine was a graduate -- 
of West Point and soldier in the Confederate army, serving first on General 
Lee's staff and then in the Trans-Mississippi department. A third son, 
Benjamin Franklin, became an organizer of a local group known as the "Forty 
niner'sl' and accompanied the many thousands in the gold rush to California. 
John's daughter, Mary, is known locally for her short poem, "Cedar Lawnst1 
which expresses her memories of her early home. 

The Cedar Lawn property had originally been part of the Harewood 
estate of Samuel Washington and was left to Thornton Washington, the son of 
Samuel. In 1780, Thornton built a large log and plank house, naming it 
"Berry Hill" in honor of the Miss Berry he had married. The house, like 
so many others in the neighborhood, was destroyed by fire, and when 
t horn ton's son, John Thornton Augustine, inherited the property, he built 
the present dwelling known as Cedar Lawn. The probable date of constructia 
is 1825. - 

In September 1810, John Thornton Augustine Washington married Eliza- 
beth Bedinger, the daughter of Daniel Bedinger and Sara Rutherford 
Bedinger. Elizabeth's father was a Revolutionary general; her maternal 
grandfather was the lower Shenandoah valley's first representative in 
Congress; her brother, Henry, was also a representative and later President 
Piercr ' s charge.'. d' affairs to Denmark. 
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3 .  SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

Cedar Lawn takes  i t s  p lace  bes ide  t h e  many Washington homes of Je f fe r son  
County, West Vi rg in ia ,  a s  an exce l l en t  example of  s t y l e  and a r c h i t e c t u r e  
brought t o  t h e  a rea  by t h e  inc reas ing ly  mobil e a s t e r n  fami l i e s  of Virgin ia .  
The main sec t ion ,  b u i l t  i n  1825, i s  of a  Federal  s t y l e  with two l a rge  chimneys 
protruding syuunetrically from i ts  hipped roof .  On i t s  e a s t e r n  e l eva t ion  a one- 
s t o r y  Greek Revival p o r t i c o  supported by four  columns under a  simple pediment 
adds grace t o  t h e  n e a t l y  kept  and well-proport ioned house. 

By t h e  time of JohnThorntonAugustine washington's death i n  1841, h i s  
chi ldren  had departed t h e  homestead f o r  o the r  a reas  o r  moved t o  nearby homes, 
and t h e  proper ty  passed from t h e  Washington family. The house, however, 
zontinued t o  be a landmark of beauty and witnessed m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  during t h e  
X v i l  War. During August 1864, fo rces  of  Confederate Lieutenant General Jubal 
Early and Union Major General P h i l i p  H. Sheridan clashed i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of 
Zharles Town. Cedar Lawn was among many famous e s t a t e s  ( inc luding Richwood Hal 
{arewood, Locust H i l l  and Sulgrave) which were i n  l i n e  of much s h e l l i n g  and 
s h i f t i n g  of p o s i t i o n s .  

G P O  9 2 1 - 7 2 4  



Bushong, Millard K., Historic Jefferson County, Boyce, Virginia: Carr 
Publishing Co., Inc., 1972. (pp. 37, 235, 444) 

Sibson, Susan Gregg. "cedar Lawn." Magazine of the Jefferson County 
Historical Society, XI1 (Dec. 1946) , 9-11. 

Dalgarn, David. "washington Family Homes in Jefferson county ," in "Annual 
Report, 1970," West Virginia Antiquities Commission. Morgantown, W.Va. - 
West Virginia Antiquities Commission, 1971. (pp. 40-41) 

I ORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE I LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes 

N W  . De roes Minutes Seconds Do rems Minutes Seconds 
990 17 e 6.6 1 7'1 e 55 21.9- 

N E 0 . 
S E 0 

SW . . I . .  - - . -- :I j l e / w m o  I y a s  2-7-80 ' 0 

.PPROXIMATE ACREAGE O F  NOMINATED PROPERTY: 2 bps 

Ted McGee. Field Agent 
RGANI ZATION DATE 

West Virginia Antiquities Commission 1 April 1973 
TREET AND NUMBER: 

Old Mountainlair, West Virg 
ITY OR TOWN: 

Morgantown 
STATE LfAfSONOFFtCER C~RT~F~CA'I'ION '2'. % 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89665). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

i n  the National Register and certify that i t  has been 

rvaluated according to the c-iteria and procecbres s e t  

forth by the National P&k Servxe. The recommeded 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
, i . .  

& "  

'U D+. Leonard M. Davis 

Tit le  ~ + l + p ~ f  p p I P S e A  

Officer 

Date February 22, 1974 

lia Unviersity 
T A T E  c OD E 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Nations 1 Register. 

Director. Office of Atcheolopy mnd Ei8toric Premervrtlm 

Este  

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Regiatw 

Date 

$PO 93141 






