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, ' , 

COMMON: I 
I . "Cedar Grove" - I 

"Cedar Grove"; Tompkins, William, House 
1~ LOCATtON 

I~TREET A N D N ~ M B E R :  115 of a mile southeast of t he  in te r sec t ion  of the  Kanawha 
and James River Turnpike and U.S. Route 60 

CONGRESSIONAL D ISTRICT :  

Cedar Grove I 
S T A T E  

Third 
CODE COUNTV:  

West Virginia r54  1 Kanawha 
CLASS1 FICA7 ION 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP I STATUS 
- -- 

Dist r i c t  a Building 10 Pub l i c  Publ ic Acquisit ion: Occupied 

0 Site 0 Structure Pr ivate a In Process 0 Unoccupied 

0 Object . Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 
i n  progress 

I COOE 1 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO T H E  P U B L I C  

Yes: 
Restr icted 

0 Unrestricted 

P R E S E N T  U S E  (Check One or  More aa Appropriate) 
J 

Agricultural Government Pork Tronsportotion Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industr ial  Private Residence , 0 Other (~pecj* )  

0 Educational 0 M i l i t o v  0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum Scienti f ic 

14. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
- I 

(OWNER'S NAME: 1 

Mrs. Roger Tompkins, Sr. and M r .  Roger Tompkins, Jr. V) - 
S T R E E T  AND NUMBER:  R "  

4 
r- 

C I T Y  OR TOWN: S T A T E :  C O D F  '1 
09 

Cedar Grove West Virginia 54 P- 

is." tcrcn+ior;r OFTGAL DESCR~PT ION 
COURTHOUSE.  REGISTRY O F  DEEDS.  ETC:  

Kanawha County Courthouse 
S T P E E T  A N D  NUMBER:  s 

P, 
416 Kanawha Boulevard, East 

C I T Y  OR TOWN: S T A T E  
~ 5 

C O D E  PI 

Charles ton West Virginia 54 ,- 
I 

BEPP.E~NTATIo,N i~ EXISTING SURVEYS 
1 I 

T I T L E  O F  SURVEY:  

D A T E  O F  SURVEY:  Federal 0 State County 0 L o c a l  
DEPOSITORY F O R  S U R V E Y  RECORDS: 

S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER:  

C l T Y  OR TOWN: 



I 0 Excellent Goad 0 Fair  0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 
CONDITION 

(Check One) I (Check One) 

Altered 0 Unolterad I 0 Moved Original Sit* 

)CSCRIBE T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  hewn) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Constructed i n  1844 i n  an a rea  which had experienced growth due t o  the  
prosper i ty  of an extens ive  s a l t  industry,  "Cedar Grove" brought t o  t h i s  
sec t ion  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  a c o l o n i a l  s t y l e  which had Georgian fea tu res  
blended with elements of more recent  design adaptation. It i s  a "double- 
p i le"  house drawn out  t o  a two-room-deep rec tangle  with c e n t r a l  h a l l  and 
five-window width. 

"Cedar Grove" now conta ins  s ix teen  rooms plus  a f u l l  a t t i c .  Twin 
i n t e r i o r  chimneys p ro jec t  through t h e  gable roof a t  e i t h e r  end, providing 
f i r ep laces  on each l eve l .  The b r ick  s t r u c t u r e  (br ick  was burned on t h e  
premises) r e s t s  on a foundation of l a rge ,  cut-stone blocks, and i t s  facade 
is broken regularly '  by windows and doors on a l l  s ides .  The f r o n t  has  a 
c e n t r a l  entranceway with s i d e l i g h t s  and over l ight  matched on the  second 
f loor  by a doorway which leads  onto the  upper l e v e l  of a porch. The two 
windows on each l e v e l  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  door (and a l l  o the r  windows 
in t h e  main o r i g i n a l  sec t ion)  a r e  6/6  double hung with s tone  l i n t e l s  and 
louvered s h u t t e r s .  On t h e  ends, windows (two on each f l o o r  and one i n  t h e  
a t t i c )  a r e  placed between t h e  chimneys with an addi t ional  window near the  
rea r  of the  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  e a s t  e levat ion.  The roof i s  of moderate 
steepness and i s  s e t  o f f  by a heavi ly  bracketed cornice. 

Presently,  "Cedar Grove" has a small entrance por t i co  with a second- 
f l o o r  balcony. This 1950 a l t e r a t i o n  matches the  ou t l ines  of the  o r i g i n a l  
double por t i co  which was replaced by a f i r s t - f l o o r  porch ( in  t h e  l a t e  
nineteenth o r  e a r l y  twent ie th  century)which r a n  t h e  e n t i r e  length of t h e  
f ront .  The i n t e r i o r  i s  l i t t l e  changed and shows f i n e  carpentry  work, 
e spec ia l ly  i n  t h e  s t a i r w e l l  where a graceful  walnut handra i l  i s  supported 
on each s t e p  by two f l a t  sp indles .  

When constructed,  "Cedar Grove" had upper and lower verandas across 
the rea r ,  but  these  were enclosed about 1892 t o  provide more i n t e r i o r  
rooms. As with most l a r g e r  houses.of  i t s  day, t h i s  had a separa te  k i tchen 
building which has  s ince  (about 1900) been at tached t o  t h e  main building.  
The only o the r  change i n  t h e  s i z e  of the  s t r u c t u r e  was made when t h e  
ki tchen was joined, f o r  a b r i c k  meat house was added as  a p ro jec t ion  t o  
the r i g h t  s ide .  



- 
GNIFICANCE 
~ E R I O D  (Check One or More a8 Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 1 0 16th Century 0 18th Century 20th Century 

0 15th Century a 17th Century a 19th Century 

SPECIFIC D A T E ( S I  (If Appliceble and Known) 1844 (constructed) 
r a E A s  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Check One Or More a 8  Appmpriate) - 

Abor iginal 0 Education 0 Political Urban Planning . 
a Prehistoric a Engineering Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

. 0 Agricultum Invention . - . .O Science 

Archi tecture 0 Londscope 0 Sculpture 

Art Architecture 0 Socta VHumon- 

Commerce a Citeroture itarian 

Communications a Military 0 Theater 

Conservation 0 MUSIC 0 Transportation 

T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

"Cedar Grove" s tands  a s  a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  growth of the  Kanawha 
Valley i n  western Vi rg in ia  p r i o r  t o  the  C i v i l  War. This growth was p r i -  
mari ly due t o  t h e  s a l t  indust ry ,  and i t  was through ingenuity, invention,  
and hard work a t  the  e x t r a c t i o n  of the  mineral  t h a t  William Tompkins was 
ab le  t o  af ford  t h i s  l a r g e  and s t a t e l y  house. 

W i l l i a m  Tompkins moved t o  t h e  Kanawha Valley around 1818, evident ly  
lured the re  by s t o r i e s  of t h e  rap id ly  developing s a l t  industry.  He joined 
with h i s  brother-in-law, Aaron Stockton, i n  a s a l t  business and soon 
gained some advantage and p r e s t i g e  by developing severa l  improvements i n  
d r i l l i n g  techniques. About 1841 Tompkins piped n a t u r a l  gas t o  burn under 
h i s  s a l t  b r ine  k e t t l e s ,  proving i t s  cormnercial value i n  ex t rac t ing  s a l t  
from the  brackish waters .  Seeing h i s  example, o ther  manufacturers began 
using na tu ra l  gas i n  p lace  of c o a l  o r  wood. Since b r i n e  and gas were 
o f t en  located c lose ly  t o  each other ,  one wel l  could be used t o  get  both 
products, the  pressure of gas forc ing the  b r ine  out  of the  w e l l .  This i s  
believed by many t o  have been the  f i r s t  harnessing of n a t u r a l  gas f o r  
i n d u s t r i a l - u s e  (Thoenen, History of the  O i l  and   as I n d u s t r ~  i n  West 
Virginia,  pp. 94-97). 

Soon a f t e r  William received no t i ce  f o r  h i s  ingenuity, he  began con- 
s t r u c t i o n  of h i s  new home, "Cedar Grove." He had chosen Rachel Grant as  
h i s  second wife i n  1831; by t h e  1840s h i s  growing family required  a new 
residence. "Cedar Grove1' was completed i n  1844 on land e a r l i e r  claimed 
by William Morris, one of t h e  Valley 's  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s .  The s t r u c t u r e ' s  
somewhat heavy l i n e s  were mellowed by i t s  symmetrical design, s t e e p  chim- 
neys and two-story square p o r t i c o  while i n t e r i o r  f ineness  was unusual s o  
f a r  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  a t  t h e  time. Indeed, "Cedar Grove" stood a s  one of 
the  g rea t  houses of t h e  Kanawha Valley and demonstrated t h e  increas ing 
soph i s t i ca t ion  of the  i n t e r i o r  a s  t r anspor ta t ion  and indust ry  provided 
wealth and speeded the  flow toward more comfortable l iv ing.  

Being along an important rou te  during the  C i v i l  War, it i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
t h a t  "Cedar Grove" withstood t h e  pressures of passing Confederate and 
Union forces .  Much of t h i s  i s  explained by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  M r s .  Tompkins 
was an aunt of Ulysses S. Grant and possessed a l e t t e r  from him t o  d isplay  
to questioning troops. Since he r  deceased husband had been a t r u e  
Southerner (and some say she was a Southern sympathizer h e r s e l f ) ,  she had 
l i t t l e  t o  f e a r  from t h e  Confederates. 

"Cedar Grove1' s tands  today much as it d id  when constructed i n  1844. 
It i s  s t i l l  a b i t  p re ten t ious  i n  comparison with most surrounding s t ruc -  
tu res ,  but i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  no t  out  of place.  The a b i l i t y  t o  e r e c t  such 
a f i n e  house was a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  William ~ o m ~ k i d s  inventiveness i n  t h e  
s a l t  industry,  t h e  e a r l y  reason f o r  the  growth of the  Kanawha Valley. 



7 

w o n ,  Ruth Woods. Pioneers and Their Homes on Upper Kanawha. Charleston, 
,w.Va.: West Vi rg in ia  Publishing Co., 1947. (pp. 176-80) -., William H. "Century Old Tompkins Family Home Linked with Colorful  

* 1 .,' , h d  Tragic History of Valley." Charleston (W.Va. ) Gazette, Ju ly  22, 
- *+- '- 1951.~-- . i 

&ger W. Tompkins t o  James E. Harding, December 3,  1974. West Virginia  
b t i q u i t i e s  Commission, Old Mountainlair,  West Virginia  University, "4 mrgant-, West Virginia.  

~ ~ , - ~ u ~ e n e  D. His tory  of the  O i l  and Gas Industry i n  West Virginia.  
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~ U M A T ~ ~  ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:  1 a c r e  
J.t A L L  S T A T E S  A N D  C O U N T I E S  F O R  P R O P E R T I E S  O V E R L A P P I N G  S T A T E  O R  C O U N T Y  B O U N D A R I E S  

V A T U  - C O D E  C O U N T Y  C O D E  
%C * .  - 
* A t -  C O O E  C O U N T Y :  C O D E  

C - 

p, " 
k i d  McGee, Fie ld  Agent and James E.  Harding, Research Analyst 
*.AN8 Z A T J O N  D A T E  

!~ebf  V.lriinia Anti 'quities Comiss ion January 15, 1971 
mKRT A N 0  NUMBER: 
E * 
' old Mountainlair,  West Virginia  Univt 
If'l on TOWN: 

$k -% designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na- 
b-1 Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  Law . * 
89-665), I hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

b tbr National Register and certify that i t  h a s  been 

' C & e d  according to  the  c-iteria and procechres s e t  

fe by the National Pa rk  S e r v ~ c e .  The commended 
h . 1  o( significance of th is  n o m i n a d  

Title State His to r ic  Preservation 
Off icer  

A t e  January 27 , 19 75 

s i t y  
T A T €  C O D E  

West Virginia  5 4 
N A f  tQNAL REGtSTER YERIFfCAT1OPC 

I hereby certify that th is  property is included in the 

National Register.  

- 
Director, O f f i c e  of Archeology and Hi6toric Pre6ersat im 

Cvte 

ATTEST: 

Keeper  of The National Register 

Date 

* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-1 






