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historic b e f f i e  Public Library - 

and/or common Cabe l l  County Public L i b r q  

street & number - not for publication- -- 900 Fifth 

city, town H u n t  i neon  _- vicinity of congressional district ~~m 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district -x- public -x- occupied - agriculture - museum 
-x- building(s) - private - - unoccupied - commerciat - park 
- structure - both -+ - work in progress -SL educational - private residence 
- silo Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religiws 
- object - In process - yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

name B o a r d o f  ~ m 3 7  h 1 1  

street & number 900 Fifth Avenue 

city, town Huntington - vicinity of 

5, Location of Legal escaiption 

courthouse, registry ot deeds, etc. Cabell County Cburt House 

street & number - 8th Street and 4th Avenue 

city, town Hunt bgton state Vest Virginia 

8. Representation in Existing Surveys - 
title has this propecy been determined eleglbte? y e s  - no 
data -_ iederal - state - county - focal 

depository for survey records - - 



Condif ion Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered o r i g i n a l  site 

good - ruins altered m o v e d  date -- 
- fair - unexposed .. . 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Carnegie Public Library of Huntington, Cabelel County, West Virginia, w a s  built ~ 
1902, i n  a s ty l e  incorporating the then fashionable Beaux Arts classicism. Although the  
H~mtington library building is mdest i n  size empared to a fatrous counterpart, the New PC 
Public Library by Carrere and Hastings (1895-1902), it nevertheless exhibits  certain s M 3  
ities of de t a i l  and pqportion characterizing rimy public buildings of thit period nay rapj 
disappearing from the  streetscapes of l a t e  twentieth century h r i c a .  

Precise synnetry and academically correct p l a m n t  of c lass ical  detail distinguish f 
t w o  mjor elevations of the Carnegie Library. The sense of mass is purveyed, i n  part, by 
rust icated raised basement carrying pedimnted pavilions on the  south (fmnt) and uest (si 
elevations. The pedimented central pavilion of the  f runt elevation is especially forcefu 
in its conveyence of nonumentality as  seen i n  paired Ionic m l m s  of its portico. Triang 
pedimentation of the  ground f loor  entrance tabernacle is echoed on a grad scale by the  
greater porticoed pediment articulated with raking cornices, acroteria, and a garland-enri 
cartouche all fashioned of terra cotta. 

The smoth, gray ashlar wall surfaces of the building are evenly divided by pi leas ter  
carrying an entablature carved with mndels and the  m s  of classical and literary fugure 
The paneled w a l l  s ~ r f a c e s ~ t h u s  created by the  pi las ters  are f i l l e d  with window elaborate1 
f r e d  at the  second level with shouldered stone trim and headed at t he  ground level  with 
trian,&ar pediments. 

General overall condition of the  exterior is gmd, though water erosion of upper unll 
surfaces and efflorescence appearing i n  t he  entablature mag require possible future st&al 
k i n g  o r  restm'at ion e f for t s  . . 

The interior of the  l ibrary building -was  renovated i n  the 1930's under the  directian ( 

local  architect Albert.F. Tucker. h n g  significant in ter ior  features t h a t  sccrYive are th ,  
large oaken double stainvay with its f i n e  newel posts and the large, broadly proportioned 
windows enriched with egg and &rt mulding. The buil- also retains, for the most p a t  
its original  hardwood f loom. 

"Constructed on the corner of what was called Government Square in Huntington, t h e  
mnumentality of the  building has been reduced i n  appearance by the  Construction of t w o  
buildings, t o  the  rear and east  si2e, tha t  are of equal height. Ronetheless, the  building 
s ta ture  is still plainly evident from the  front  (south) and viest elevations. 

The Carnegie Public Library i n  Huntington, West ia a public building of 
local  dist inction,  bu i l t  at a time when Beaux -Arts classicisn w a s  an architectural  s t y l e  
at t he  height of popularity. 



Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 140O-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 170Q-1799 
- fSOO-l6~9 
-X 1900- 

Areas of SignZficance-Check and justify befow 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - lsndscape arch i tec ture  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - taw - sclence 
- agriculture - economics - literature s c u l p t u r e  

-L-. 

2- architecture education - r n i i i t a r y  - sociabr - 

- art - engineering - - music hurna&rariart 
- commerce - exploration:settietnent -- philosophy - #eatec 
- communications - industry - politicslgovernrnenl - transportaMon 

- invention o t h e r  j$peciQj 

Specific dates 190203 -- Buitder'Architect &E'ES 13. Stewart, Axchitect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Carnegie Public Libmq,  located at the  corner of Fifth Avenue and 9th Street 
in Huntington, Cabell County, West Virginia, stands as a signffiwat: example 09 Baux 
A r t  Classicism in a small  t a m  setting. l It is also significant a.! an exanpk of t h e  
philanthmpy practiced by m y  of the  l a t e  19th century llmbber and as an 

, early center of educational act ivi ty in  t h i s  part of the  ~ t a t e . ~  

E;lrplanatory Notes 

1. A s  described in some depth i n  the  Description (Past 7) the  Carnegie Public 
Library in Huntington is a significant example of Beaux A r t  Classicism in .a. public 
building erected i n  a small t a m  setting. The Library was constructed in l9OZ-O3, 
from the  plans of a prominent Huntington architect, James B. Stewart. A t  its corn- 
pletion. it was "the most outstanding edifice of which Hunt ington  can boast1', and 
was  "the most pretentious bullding on G o v e m n t  Sq~m-9.  Even today, despite in- 
trusions on the  rear and east  elevations as well as m y  nearby buildings of equal 
o r  l a g e r  proportions, the  Library is one of ~ t i n g t o n '  s mst str ik ing baildings. 
In addition, it is f e l t  by some individuals that  the  erection of such an inrpaaing 
structure in vhat was, then a relatively d l  c i ty  of 10,000 contributed t o  t h e  
r i s ing  prestige of Huntington that  helped to raise the  c i ty  to b e c m  west Virimials 
largest municipalitv. 

2. In 1901 the  City of Runtington, indeed the  entirety of Cabell County, had no 
public l ibrary  as such. The only existing l ibrary was the  one found in the First 
Congregational Qlurch of Huntington, ~ i c h  had been founded primarily with books 
donated by various New England individuals and institutions, including the historic 
Winthmp Church of Charlestorm , blassachusetts . In 1901 thz f mus indus t r i a l i e -  
turned-philanthropist Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919) offered to danate $25,000 to t h e  
City of Huntington fo r  the  erection of a public l ibrary on condition that  t he  c i t y  
provide a l o t  and promise to  provide $2.500 annually for its maintenance and @ceep. 
The c i ty  imnediately agreed. A l o t  on Goverment Square, 90 x 90 fee t ,  was convey& 
by the  c i ty  t o  the  Board of Education on February IS, 1902. As soon as the spsing 
weather broke, construction began. Tn h k c h  of 1932 Mr. Cxmegie agreed t o  an 
additional g i f t  of $10,000.00, raising the cost of the building t o  $35,000.00, d t h  
the Board of Education a,zreeina t o  ra ise  the i r  annual appropriation for  main temce  
f r o m  $2,500.00 to $3,500.00. 

It took a l l  sumner and in to  the  fall for mrkmen t o  excavate the basgnent and t o  
. lay the  elaborate rast icated base and foundation (described in Part 7). A lavish 

cornerstone l a v h  ceremony was held on E o v d e r  14, 1902- and presided over by N.H.H. 
Molswade, President of the  Bard of Education. and &yor E. C. Gordon of Runtirrgton. 
Despite overcast skies, a large multitude turned out for the occasion. 





The Huntington Advertiser, Huntington, N. Va. , 1902 throu,gh 19W; Eu'ovedxr 25, 1923, - 
June 29, 1929; April 10, 1902. 
IRWis, Virgil A. West Virginia~Hmchmk, N. Va. Comnission of huisiana PUFchase 
Exposition, 1904. 

Acreage of nominatsd property J ~ ~ E A  l'y 1 cxk- 
Quadrangle name FT~?-o-Kest Virginia  
UMT References 

Zone Easting 

Verbal boundary description and justification m e  h e a e  public uj-~-7 stands on a parcel 
of land, 90' by 90', situated on Huntington City block 116, t a k i n g  up por t ions  of 
Lots 26, 27, and 28. The parcel is located on t h e  corner of f i f th  Axe.  , and N i n t h  Street. 

List all states and counties tor properties everlagping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state . code countv E ode 

bEchael J. Paulev . Historian; Rodney S. Collins, Architectural Historian 
Historic Preservation U n i t  

street & number wit01 Cbmplex telephone 304/348-0244 

clty o? town Charleston state Rest Virginia 25305 

Vh9 evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state - X local 

As the designated State Historic Presewatfon Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
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Miller, Doris C. A Centennial History of Huntington. W. Va. , IIuntington, 1471 

Wallace, George Seldon, Cabell b u n t y  Annals'and Fanilies, GArrett & Massis, 
Richmnd, Virginia ,  1935 

Corresmnclence of the Carneeie Cornration of New York regarding t h e  Runtington. IT. Va. 
Library, November 11, 1901 to December 22. 1902 (microfilm. box na. 14) Carnegie 
Cormration of New York, 437 Madison Avenue, Kew York, New York 10022. 








