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- 1. Name . 

historic Cabell County Courthouse 
. - . - 

and/or common 

2. Location . 

< . . 
street & number 5 ~ h  A Y E M I D  8 t h  SREET . N& not tor Dublicatlan 

city, town 'N& vicinity of Fourth 
r ,  I - -.  

state WestVirginia - code 54 - COUnfY Cabell code 01 1 

3. Classification 
- -- 

Category Ownership . Status Present Use 
- district . X public occupied - agriculture - museum 
X building(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial p a r k  . 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site PubIic Acqubition ' Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object '- NL in process - yes: restricted X- government scientific 

- being considered X- yes: unrestricted - industrial t r anspor ta t i on  
- 2  - ' i  - no - militarv - other: - 

4. Owner of Property 
name Cabell County Commission 

street & number CabeU county Couitthouse I -  r: 

city, town Huntington N& vicinity of state West Virginia 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Cabell County Courthouse 
> .  , 

street & number 

Huntington city, town state West Virginia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
* 

title N/ A has this property been determined efigible? y e s  Ih no 

date - federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Descrintion 

Condition Check one Check one .. . 
* - 

excellent deteriorated - unaltered & original site 
2c good - ruins - X altered m o v e d  date N/ A 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

The Cabell County Courthouse is a 2-story Beaux A r t  C lass ica l  s t r u c t u r e  
loca ted  on a park-like cour t  square, one block large ,  which includes t h e  courthouse, 
ja i l ,  and landscaped a r ea s  t o  t h e  nor th  and south. 

- - 
The o r ig ina l  c en t r a l  por t ion of the s t ructure ,  constructed 1899-1901, is 

a square plan with shor t  wings extending to  the  ea s t  and west. This iscagped by a 
v e r t i c a l  dome and clock tower. As t h e  tower r i s e s  above t he  building it i s ' cha rac t e r -  
ized by t he  same elements a s  t h e  main segment, rus t icated base with domed corner 
paviJLianssupporting a smooth faced coursed ashlar ,  pedimmted andpnas te red  f a p a d e .  
Above t h e  pediment. sits t h e  4-sided c lock with i ts  segmented pediments over t h e  faces  
and final-tyastanding seam copper domecaopedby an arcaded cupolawith f i n i a l .  

The f ron t  facade is f i v e  bays wide with t he  center th ree  recessed t o  formasec- 
ond-s tmy -balcony. These a r e  topped by a cen t r a l  arched window flanked by roundells  and 
support a pediment. The two corner bays form projecting pavi l l ions  wi th  paired 
p i l a s t e r s  supporting a segmental pediment and corner dome. The m a i n  entrance i s  through 
a t h r ee  bay arcade f i v e  s teps  above ground level .  The first s to ry  and r a i s ed  basement 
facade i s  ru s t i c a t ed  berea sandstone, above which i s  smooth coursed ash la r  with paired 
p i l a s t e r s  wi th  composite c a p i t a l s  supporting a wide f r i eze .  Abovethe f i r s t  s t o r y  windows 
i n  t h e  corner bays a r e  e laborate ly  c a n e d  cartouches. 

" .  
The o r i g i n a l  e a s t  and west extensions are s imi la r f ly  de t a i l ed  although l e s s  

e laborate .  They a r e  t h r ee  bays wide and characterized by a cen t r a l  project ing second 
s to ry  pavi l l ion,  supported by acanthus leaf consales, This bay is composed of paired 
p i l a s t e r s  above t h e  balcony supporting a pediment with platforms f o r  s ta tuary.  Windows 
i n  t h e  ou te r  bays a r e  arched. A balus t rade tops t h e  whole composition, Each wing had a 
c e n t r a l  end entrance topped by a dome. 

The f l oo r  plan is symrretricalwith t h e  main i n t e r i o r  element being t h e  
two-story ro tundawi thasp i ra l l ing  stair. The interior 'dome is plas tered and divided 
i n t o  twelve segments by plas tered ornamentation i n  a rope motif. There is a c e n t r a l  
oculus and each segment has a garland supporting torches. The f l oo r  is mosaic wi th  an 
i n t e r s ec t i ng  square pateern t h e  cezter. There is 2~ oraamzmd i r o n  balustrade- 
around t h e  second s t o r y  balcony, . . 

. - 
The w e s t  addit ion,  1924 and ea s t  addit ion,  1940, r e f l e c t  t h e  same de t a i l i ng ,  

of t h e  o r i g i n a l  building although much simpler. They are each 6 bays wide wi th  
ru s t i c a t ed  f i r s t  s t o ry  and r a i s ed  basement l e v e l s  with rectangular f i r s t  s t o r y  windows, 
arched basement openings and arched v e r t i c a l  second s to ry  windows divided v e r t i c a l l y  by 
recessed spandrel  panels, . . 

- - . . 

The end elkvat  ions  are eleven bays wide with a p o j  ect ing-  three-bay central 
arcaded entrance i den t i ca l  t o  t h e  main entrance. 

- .  
The primary courtroom is i n  t h e  west addi t ion and has been extensively  

remodeled. Two secondary courtrooms a r e  in t h e  east (1940) wing and are of t h e  a r t  



United States Department of the Ipterior, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Serwics 

. . .  

National Register of WisPsaic Piaces 
Inventory-Mlomfnatisn Foam 
Cabell  County Courthouse, Cabell County, West Virginia  
Continuation &set, Item number 7 Page 2 

.moderne s t y l e .  They are wood paneled t o  t h e  height  of approximately 8 f e e t  wi th  
p las te red  w a l l s  with panels  above. These w e r e  meant probably f o r  murals. The wood 
paneling is  i n  wide hor izonta l  bands of l i g h t  and dark. The f u r n i t u r e  i s  i n  the same 
s t y l e  wi th  t h e  bench having a decorat ive band s i m i l a r  t o  f r i e z e  wi th  t r i g l y t h s .  

The j a i l  w a s  constructed a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  1940 addit ion.  It is rec tangular ,  
- 5 s t o r i e s ,  wi th  a r u s t i c a t e d  f i r s t  l eve l .  It is t h r e e  bays wide with t h e  cen te r  bay 

having coupled windows and a projec t ing entrance. It i s  A r t  Deco i n  s t y l i n g  wi th  a 
stepped and se tback facade. 

Landscaping i s  i n  t h e  ordered, processional  s t y l e  of t h e  Beaux-Arts wi th  a 
c e n t r a l  walk t o  t h e  main entrance flanked by lawns and bordered by poplar t r e e s .  
Elevat ion changes a r e  accomplished with e labora te ly  balustraded s t a i r s .  



8. Significance I I 

Period - prehistoric - 1400-1499 
- 1 500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 - 1700-1 799 
X 1800-1899 
X 190% 

a - - - -  . -  - - - - '  - . . . - _ - I "  , - 
Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
2 3 -  architecture - education - military - social/ 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
A commerce - exploration/settiement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry -2L politics/government X transportation 

- invention ., X other (specify) 
-- - - 

Specific dates 1899-1901 BuiIderJArchitect G- and curtis Architects 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) James B, Stewart,  Supervising Architect  
Robert L. Day, Archi tect ,  West Wing 
Frampton & Bowyers, Architects ,  East Wing 
Charles A. Moses, Builder 
Engstom and Winn, Builders, East Wing 

- 
The Cabell County Courthouse, located on t h e  public square bounded by 4 th  and 

5 t h  Avenues- and 7th and 8 t h  S t r e e t s  i n  Huntington, is  s ign i f i c an t  as an  outstanding 
example of turn-uf-the-century Beaux-Ar ts  Clas.cfcirmin-southwestern West virginiaY1 as a 
represen ta t ive  example of t h e  growth and evolution of t he  c i t y  of Huntington a s  a major 
urban transporation and i n d u s t r i a l  center ,2  and as an example of t h e  work supervised by 
l o c a l l y  prominent a r c h i t e c t s  James B, Stewart and Robert L, ~ a ~ . 3  

EXPLANTORY NOTES 

1, The only courthouse i n  t h i s  region of West Virginia t h a t  exemplifies t h e  
B e a u x  Arts Class ical  s t y l e  of archi tecture ,  the  Cabell County Courthouse incorporates 
a l l  of t he  then-fashionable f ea tu r e s  of c l a s s i ca l  a r ch i t ec tu r e  t h a t  American s tudents  
of t h e  Beaux Art school w e r e  bringing back from Europe, Included i n  these  fea tures  
a t  t h e  Cabell County Courthouseisacentra l  domed tower, a pedimented cen t r a l  pavil ion,  
paired composite p i l a s t e r s ,  a rus t i ca ted  base, a syme t r i ca lp l an  with f lanking wings, 
and a grand domed i n t e r i o r  rotunda. The presence of carving i n  t h e  composite c ap i t a l s ,  
acanthus-leaf consoles and bold cartcezchesare other s t y l i s t i c  elements present i n  t he  
composition. Local inf luence i n  the  design and s t r u c t u r a l  character  of t h e  courthouse 
may be  seen i n  the  Victor ian v e r t i c a l i t y  of window openings, pavil ions,  t h e  use  of 
pressed m e t a l  i n  the  pediment of t he  entrance, the  drum of t h e  dome, and i n  t h e  dome 
i t s e l f .  These mate r ia l s  were l o c a l l y  avai lable ,  being widelydistr ibuted i n  t h e  Ohio 
Valley. 

2. Cabell County was formed, a s  a county of Virginia, i n  1809 and named f o r  . 
Virginia Governor W i l l i a m  H. Cabell (1805-08). The town of Guyandotte served as t h e  
f i r s t  county s e a t  u n t i l  1814 when the  county s e a t  was moved to  t h e  town of Barbourmil le ,  
The county seat remained a t  Barboursville (exceptfng a n  18-month period during the  
C i v i l  War).for 73 years,  until t h e  t rans fe r  of t h e  county seat t o  t h e  new c i t y  of 
Huntington i n  1887. . - 

The choice of ~ u n t i n g t o n '  a s  t he  county s e a t  of dabell County was r e f l e c t i v e  
of its newly assumed r o l e  as t h e  dominant urban and t ranspor ta t ion  center  of t h e  region. 
The c i t y  had been l a i d  ou t  i n  t h e  course of two years (1871-1873) t o  se rve  a s  t h e  
terminus f o r  Col l i s  P. Huntington's C&0 Railroad, The city of Huntington sprang i n to  
ex i s tence  i n  a very s h o r t  p k i o d  of time, and t he  f i r s t  bui ldings  t o  be constructed were 
r a i l r oad  r e l a t ed  s t ruc tures .  Due t o  the  presence of the  r a i l r oad ,  Huntington experienced 
a period of rap id  growth, soon outdistancing o ther  communities i n  t h e  area.  
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I n  1880, Huntington's population was , l e ss  than 2,000, by 1890 the:populat ion stood a t  
over 10,000.:21n t h e  decade of the  1880's, Huntington had acquired a water company, 
paved sidewalks, telephone system, e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s ,  an  e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  car l i n e ,  and 
n a t u r a l  gas service .  It seemed only na tu ra l ,  then, that such a th r iv ing  and growing 
c i t y  should be t h e  s e a t  of the  county's government. 

I n  1892 t h e  County Commission purchased Lot #go, t h e  present  courthouse 
square, bu t  p lans  f o r  const ruct ion were ha l t ed  by t h e  Panic of 1893. Plans  f o r  a new 
courthouse were submitted i n  1895 by GUM and Cur t is ,  a r c h i t e c t s ,  of  Kansas Ci ty ,  
Missouri. The contrac tor  f o r  the  work was Charles A..  Moses of Chicago, I l l i n i o s ,  whose 
b id  f o r  t h e  bui ld ing was $95,000. Although t h e  foundation w a s  l a i d  i n  1896, a c t u a l  
cons t ruc t ion  d i d  not  begin u n t i l  the  Summer of 1899. The courthouse was completed-on 
December 4, 1901. The f i r s t  C i rcu i t  Court t o  m e e t  i n  t h e  new courthouse m e t  on December 26, 
of that year. 

A s  Huntington and Cabell County continued t o  grow, two' wings were added t o  
meet t h e  increased needs of county government. The w e s t  wing, designed by Robert L. Day, 
was completed i n  1924. The e a s t  wing, designed by Frampton and Bowyers, a r c h i t e c t s ,  was 

, completed i n  1940 and constructed by Engstrom and Kynnof Wheeling (who were later t o  do 
r e s t o r a t i o n  work on West Virginia Independence Hall).  The east wing const ruct ion was 
accompanied by t h e  const ruct ion of a jai l  and some i n t e r i o r  remodeling and p a r t i a l l y  
financed by t h e  Works Progress Administration. Both wings a r e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  compatible 
t o  t h e  main u n i t .  

3. James B. Stewart, t h e  supervising a r c h i t e c t  on t h e  courthouse, was a l o c a l l y  
prominent a r c h i t e c t  who par t i c ipa ted  i n  the  g r e a t  boom years  of Huntington. Arch i t ec t  
of a number of prominent commercial bui ld ings  and f i n e  residences,  Stewart came t o  t h e  
f o r e f r o n t - o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  h i s  supervising r o l e  a t  t h e  Cabell County 
Courthouse. Within a year of t h e  courthouse's completion, i n  1902, Stewart was chosen 
t o  des ign t h e  new Carnegie Public Library (entered on t h e  National Regis ter  of H i s t o r i c  
Places,  Apr i l  3, 1980) i n  Huntington, which is  a masterpiece of Beaux A r t  C . l H s s i c i s m . - ~  

Robert L. Day, who designed t h e  w e s t  wing of t h e  Cabell County Courthouse i n  
1923-24, was another prominent Huntington a r c h i t e c t  associa ted  wi th  t h e  Courthouse. Day 
is remembered i n  Huntington f o r  a l a r g e  number of important bui ld ings  which h e  designed. 



, >  

9. Major Bibliosraphical References 
- - -  

1. A Centenial History of Huntington, West Virginia 18714971. Doris .C. Miller .  
2. Huntington Through Seventy Five Y e a r s ,  ~ e o . r ~ e  S. Wallace. 
3. Cabell County Courthouses 1809-1940, George S. Wallace. 

I 1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 5 a c r e s  
Quadrangle name Huntington, Ohio-West Virginia 
UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24 000 

... . . 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification The s i t e  is bordered on t h e  east by 8 th  S t ree t ,  
west by 7 th  S t ree t ,  nor th  by 4 t h  Avenue and south by 5th Avenue. - !  , I _  

Ust all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

1 .  Form Prepared By 
Rodney S. Col l ins ,  Director,  

nameltitle Michael Pauley, His tor ian & Michael Gioulis ,  B i s to r i ca l  Arch i tec t .  
His tor ic  Preservat ion Unit 

organization Department of Culture and History date 
The Cul tural  Center .- . 

street & number Capitol Complex ..-I. telephone 304/ 348-0240 . . 

city or town Charleston t a t e  . - West Virginia 25305 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
I The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

. . 1 .  . . , - national . state ' 
{ X  - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic ~reservati& Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature - 
I , 








