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Italianate Eclectic.

y A two;story stone and brick structure (ashar-plain and
réstficted stone); hipped roof with "S'" tile, subject to some
deterioration; arched windows have interesting trim; main
facade has eight Roman Doric Columns in groups of two; one
story portico in stone; five bays by three bays; the 2nd floor
windows are semi-circular arches with hoodmoulds. Also has a
small stone-railed balcony enclosing middle three windows;
the one-story portico has three semi-circular arched windows
and one semi-circuliar arched door in the form of two windows,
a door, and a window.

Although the first floor is being used as a railway
terminal, the 2nd floor is deserted and in a state of dis-
repair. It is unfortunate, also, that a large grand stair-
case connecting the floors has been torn out.




I8 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEOULUGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __ RELIGION

1400-1499 —_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE

1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —_LITERATURE __SCULPTURE

1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY _SOCIALHUMANITARIAN

1700-1799 —_ART __ENGINEERING _MusIC __THEATER

(1800-1899 XcomMerce __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY X _TRANSPORTATION

0 900- __COMMUNICATIONS X _INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION

,PECIFIC DATES L BUILDER/ARCHITECT

.

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The coal industry began in West Virginia around 1817.
Unfortunately, because of our geological location and the fact
that the river was, at that time, nonnavigable almost three-
fourths of the year, the industry was of small value until the
beginning of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad. It was brought to
the Kanawha Valley roughly in 1873 as a result of unusual co-
operation between Virginia and West Virginia immediately after
the Civil War. Their promotion of the railroad succeeded in
getting Collins P. Huntington & Associates in 1888 to organize
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad Company. It formed a direct
connection from East to West, as well as giving a railroad
outlet to the vast mineral and timber wealth of the Kanawha
Valley. It was also primarily significant in allowing for the
influx of tourists and health seekers who came to bathe in the
sulphur and mineral waters. By 1901 as many as eight passenger
trains passed through Charleston daily. The freight department
loaded and unloaded over eight hundred cars per month for the
City of Charleston alone. It was obviously the main source of
transportation of goods during this time. For a period, rail-
road tonnage increased so spectacularly that it looked as if
the "Iron Horse'" would relegate all other forms of Valley trans-
portation to positions of comparative unimportance.

The railroad inspired the spreading of population, caused
many connecting dirt roads to be built which in turn resulted in
the authorization by the State Legislature to levy special road
taxes. Over the years the C & O has carried more traffic than
any other railway in Kanawha Valley, chiefly dependent upon
southern West Virginia coal. At one time it was claimed that
Charleston was the largest single revenue-producing point,
passenger and freight, for the C & O on its entire system.

Today Charleston has one Amtrak passenger train each way
and the C & O Depot, which was completed around 1906, will
continue to deteriorate if something is not done.
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ATTACHMENT TO HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM

=ISTORIC PRESERVATION UNIT
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE & HISTORY
THE CULTURAL CENTER
CHARLESTON. WEST VIRGINIA 25305

Nzmae{s) Historic/Common: Chesapeake and Ohio Depot
South Hills Multiple Resource Area
Kanawha County ‘
West Virginia

#8. Significance

The Charleston C&0 Depot is a locally significant architectural landmark
of the Neo-Classical Revival. Beaux Arts Classicism is the dominant classical
theme as represented in the colossal arched openings and in the shallow
pavilion of paired Roman Doric columns facing the Kanawha River. Like most
large-scale buildings of the period bearing classical features, the depot is
impressive in appearance due in part to the ashlar limestone facing of the
first story which lends the structure a massive air. The elevations of the
second floor are embellished with limestone hoodmoulds and are framed with
stone colonnettes.

The C&0 Depot is the only railroad station remaining in Charleston and is
the only landmark of its architectural type among major buildings of the down-
town. Unusual in the design. is the low hipped, tile-covered roof with
bracketed deep eaves. The roof and soffit treatment lends the building a
Renaissance Revival element that blends handsomely with the blonde brick
second story walls and stone trim. Because the edifice stands alone at the
foot of the South Side Bridge, it is one of the city's most recognized landmarks.

#10. See Attached Sketch Map.

Verbal Boundary Description

Inclusive of a rectangle measuring 150 ft. X 100 ft; bound on the north
by the southern edge of the South Side Expressway; on the east by the South
Side Bridge approach/incline; on the south by the southern track of the C & 0;
ca the west by a line' 100 ft. in length connecting the Expressway and the
southern track.

The boundary does not include the main bridge (North-South) approach or
the bridge approach (East-West) paralleling the south elevation of the building.
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