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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

I t a l i a n a t e  E c l e c t i c .  

A two-story s tone  and b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  (ashar-p la in  and 
rgst$icted. s tone)  ; hipped roof with "S" t i l e ,  sub jec t  t o  some 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n ;  arched windows have i n t e r e s t i n g  t r i m ;  main 

w facade has e i g h t  Roman Doric Columns i n  groups of two; one 
s t o r y  p o r t i c o  i n  s t o n e ;  f i v e  bays by t h r e e  bays; the  2nd f l o o r  
windows a r e  semi-c i rcular  arches with hoodmoulds. Also has a  
small  stone-railed...balcony enclosing middle t h r e e  windows; 
t h e  one-story ? o ~ % ? c o  has t h r e e  semi-c i rcular  arched windows 
and one s e m i - c i r c u ~ z r  arched door i n  t h e  form of two windows, 
a  door ,  and a  window. 

Although the  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  being used as  a  railway 
te rminal ,  the  2nd f l o o r  i s  deser ted  and i n  a  s t a t e  of d i s -  
r e p a i r .  It i s  unfor tunate ,  a l s o ,  t h a t  a  l a rge  grand s t a i r -  
case connecting t h e  f l o o r s  has been t o r n  o u t .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The coal  indus t ry  began i n  West Virg in ia  around 1817. 
Unfortunately,  because of our geologica l  loca t ion  and the  f a c t  
t h a t  the  r i v e r  was, a t  t h a t  t ime,  nonnavigable almost th ree -  
four ths  of the  yea r ,  the  indus t ry  was of small  value u n t i l  t he  
beginning of the  Chesapeake h Ohio Rai lroad.  It was brought t o  
t h e  Kanawha Valley roughly i n  1873 as a r e s u l t  of unusual co- 
opera t ion  between Virg in ia  and West Virg in ia  immediately a f t e r  
t h e  C i v i l  War. Their  promotion of the  r a i l r o a d  succeeded i n  
g e t t i n g  Col l ins  P .  Huntington & Associates i n  1888 t o  organize 
the  Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad Company. I t  formed a d i r e c t  
connection from East  t o  West, as  we l l  as giving a r a i l r o a d  
o u t l e t  t o  the  v a s t  mineral  and timber wealth of the  Kanawha 
Valley.  It was a l s o  pr imar i ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  allowing f o r  the  
i n f l u x  of t o u r i s t s  and h e a l t h  seekers  who came t o  bathe i n  the  
sulphur and mineral  waters .  By 1901 as  many as  e i g h t  passenger 
t r a i n s  passed through Charleston d a i l y .  The f r e i g h t  department 
loaded and unloaded over e i g h t  hundred ca r s  per month f o r  t h e  
Ci ty  of Charleston a lone .  It was obviously t h e  main source of 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of goods during t h i s  t ime. For a pe r iod ,  r a i l -  
road tonnage increased so  spec tacu la r ly  t h a t  i t  looked as  i f  
the  "Iron Horse" would r e l e e a t e  a l l  o the r  forms of Valley t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  t o  pos i t ions  of comparative unimportance. 

The r a i l r o a d  insp i red  t h e  spreading of popula t ion ,  caused 
many connecting d i r t  roads t o  be b u i l t  which i n  tu rn  r e s u l t e d  i n  

Tt 
t h e  au thor iza t ion  by the  S t a t e  Leg i s l a tu re  t o  levy s p e c i a l  road 
t axes .  Over t h e  years  the  C & 0 has c a r r i e d  more t r a f f i c  than 
any o t h e r  railway i n  Kanawha Valley,  c h i e f l y  dependent upon 
southern West Virg in ia  coa l .  A t  one time i t  was claimed t h a t  
Charleston was the  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  revenue-producing p o i n t ,  
passenger and f r e i g h t ,  f o r  t h e  C & 0 on i t s  e n t i r e  system. 

Today Charleston has one Amtrak passenger t r a i n  each way 
and t h e  C & 0 Depot, which was completed around 1906, w i l l  
continue t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  i f  something i s  no t  done. 
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$8. Significance 

The Charleston C&O Depot i s  a local ly  s ignif icant  architecturaS landmark 
of the Neo-Classical Revival. Beaux Arts Classicism i s  the dominant c lassical  
theme as  represented i n  the colossal arched openings and in the  shallow 
pavilion of paired Roman Doric columns facing the Kanawha River. Like most 
large-scale buildings of the period bearing classical  features,  t he  depot is  
iapressive i n  appearance due in part to  the ashlar limestone facing of the  
f i r s t  story which lends the s t ructure a massive a i r .  The elevations of the 
second floor a re  embellished with limestone hoodmoulds and a re  framed w i t h  
stcne colonnettes . 

The C&O Depot is  the only railroad s ta t ion  remaining i n  Charleston and i s  
t h e  only landmark of i t s  architectural type among major buildings of the down- 
town. Unusual i n  the design,  i s  the low hipped, tile-covered roof w i t h  
bracketed deep eaves. The roof and s o f f i t  treatment lends the building a 
Renaissance Revival element tha t  blends handsomely w i t h  the blonde brick 
sscond story walls and stone trim. Because the edif ice stands alone a t  the 
h o t  of the South Side Bridge, i t  i s  one of the c i t y ' s  most recognized landmarks. 

110. See Attached Sketch Map. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

I n c l u s i v e  of  a  r e c t a n g l e  measuring 150 f t .  X 100 f t ;  bound on t h e  n o r t h  
by the  southern  edge of t h e  South S ide  Expressway; on t h e  e a s t  by t h e  South 
Side Bridge approach/ inc l ine ;  on t h e  sou th  by t h e  sou the rn  t r a c k  of t h e  C & 0; 
c z  t h e  west by a l i ne ' 100  f t .  i n  l e n g t h  connect ing t h e  Expressway and t h e  
southern  t r ack .  

me boundary does no t  i nc lude  t h e  main br idge  (North-South) approach o r  
the br idge  approach ( ~ a s t - W e s t )  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  sou th  e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  
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