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+ DESCRIPTION 

The s t r e t c h  o f  r i v e r  between Burning  S p r i n g  Run and N e t t l e  Run 
today  i s  h e a v i l y  wooded, b u t  h e r e  and  t h e r e  among t h e  t r e e s  &l impees  a r e  
a f f o r d e d  o f  summer c o t t a g e s ,  e a c h  w i t h  a b o u t  a n  a c r e  of  p r o p e r t y .  

1 

I C O N D I T I O N  

G r i l l i n g  and  pumping equipment  s t i l l  marks t h e  s p o t  o f  t h e  1917 
Mel lon  W e l l ,  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  mouth o f  Burning  S p r i n g  Run. About 
one  t h i r d  t h e  d i s t a n c e  toward  N e t t l e  Run a p lugged  p i p e  n e a r l y  t e n  f e e t  
i n  h e i g h t  marks a c t i v i t y  a t  t h a t  s p o t .  A t  t h e  bend i n  t h e  s t r e a m  
marked " O i l  L o t t "  on t h e  1963 map, a  s m a l l  wooden c r i b  marks t h e  s i t e  o f  
a  w e l l .  

(Check One) 

. . 
The L i t t l e  Kanawha R i v e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  " o l d - t i m e r s , "  h a s  e a t e n  i n t o  

t h e  n o r t h e r n  bank s e v e r a l  f e e t  s i n c e  1860 ,  s o  t h a t  some o f  t h e  e a r l y  
w e l l s  may be now u n d e r  w a t e r  o r  s a n d .  

D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

@ Excellent 5 Good C Falr  3 Detergorated Q R ~ u ~ n s  Unexpos.od 

I n  1860 t h e  a r e a  was f a rm l a n d  and r e l a t i v e l y  c l e a r ,  e x c e p t  f o r  o i l  
d e r r i c k s ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  one  o f  t h e  accompanying p h o t o g r a p h s .  

The Rader  H o t e l  i s  t h e  o n l y  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  r e s e r v e d  a r e a  more t h a n  
75 y e a r s  o l d .  To t h e  c a s u a l  t o u r i s t ,  excep t  f o r  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  and an 
o c c a s i o n a l  c o t t a g e ,  t h i s  a r e a  would  a p p e a r  a l m o s t  p r i m e v a l .  

(Check One) 
1 / I  

3 Altered la Unaltered 
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The l a n d  a l o n g  t h e  L i t t l e  Kanawha R i v e r  between Burning  S p r i n g  Run and  
l e t t l e  Run i s  a t  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n  of  t h e  w o r l d f  s s e c o n d  g r e a t  
1i1 f i e l d ,  s p r i n g i n g  up o n l y  months a f t e r  t h e  Drake Well  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  
rhich was b rough t  i n  on August  26 ,  1859.  

" A t  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War t h e r e  were  bu t  two p r o d u c i n g  o i l  
i i e l d s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  T i t u s v i l l e  and  Burning  Springs." '  

"Burning S p r i n g s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  m i l i t a r y  o i l  o b j e c t i v e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  
r a r f a r e , ~ ~  h a v i n g  been d e s t r o y e d  by Gene ra l  Wi l l i am E. J o n e s  on May 9 ,  1863  
r i t h  a  l o s s  e s t i m a t e d  by o p e r a t o r s  o f  t h a t  day a t  300,000 b a r r e l s .  I n  f a c t ,  
l e s p i t e  t h e  s i l e n c e  o f  h i s t o r y  on t h i s  p o i n t ,  'Burning  S p r i n g s  was t h e  most  
. p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  complex i n  enemy hands d e s t r o y e d  by t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e s  
.n t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  War.' 

The s i t e  b e i n g  nomina ted  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  d r i l l i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  w e l l s ,  two 
I£ p a r t i c u l a r  impor t ance  t h a t  p r e c i p i t a t e d  a  r u s h  t o  West V i r g i n i a  t h a t  
:rested a town (Burn ing  S p r i n g )  o f  5 ,000  o v e r n i g h t .  

From t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  i t s  e f f e c t ,  t h e  s i n g l e  most i m p o r t a n t  w e l l  
lex t  t o  Drake ' s  was t h e  s e c o n d  d r i l l e d  by t h e  Rathbone B r o t h e r s ,  J. V.  and  
r. D . ,  and  J. N .  Camden, i n  t h e  summer o f  1860,  which p r o d u c e d  4 0  o r  50 
)arrels an  hour  and  s t i r r e d  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  and dreams of  hungry  e a s t e r n  
. n v e s t o r s .  The Rathbones  gave  s u b s t a n c e  t o  t h e i r  dreams i n  1860 a n d  t h e  
io l lowing  y e a r ,  when they " s u r v e y e d  t h e i r  e n t i r e  600 a c r e s  a t  Burn ing  
l p r i n g s  i n t o  one-acre  p a r c e l s ,  a n d  o f f e r e d  t o  l e a s e  one  a c r e  t o  a l l  comers 
:or a r o y a l t y  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n . " 4  

Ano the r  i m p o r t a n t  w e l l  i n  o i l  h i s t o r y  is t h a t  worked by a n  A l l e g h e n y  
:ounty ,  Pa .  man,Sherman D. K a r n s ,  a t  t h e  mouth o f  Burning  S p r i n g  Run, which  
le g o t  i n t o  p r o d u c t i o n  l a t e  i n  Februa ry  o f  1860.  H i s  lease f rom t h e  Rath-  
)ones ,  c o n t r a c t e d  on Februa ry  2 0 ,  c a n  be r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  
[ason and  Dixon l i n e .  The w e l l  had  been d r i l l e d  i n  1832 f o r  s a l t .  I t  was 
lal t  t h a t  had b rough t  t h e  Rathbones  from New York C i t y  i n  1840 ,  b u t  it was 
: a r n s q  w e l l  t h a t  s h i f t e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  o i l ,  j u s t  
.hen coming i n t o  i t s  own a s  an  i l l u r n i n a n t  and  l u b r i c a n t ,  due i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  
i c a r c i t y  o f  wha le  o i l .  The  Rathbones  were  a l r e a d y  s e l l i n g  m e d i c i n a 1 " R o c k  O i  

The Rathbones  t h e n  d r i l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  two of  many wells a  few r o d s  n o r t h  
I £  Burning  S p r i n g  Run and  f o r g e d  a  f a m i l y  t r a d i t i o n  i n  o i l  t h a t  l e d  t o  

1. L o u i s  Reed, " C o n f l i c t  a n d  E r r o r  i n  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  O i l , "  West V i r g i n i a  1 

4. I b i d . ,  p .  2 2 .  I 
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r e c o r d  'Sf ' 0 c t  .'- 7 th ;  1863 

Wirt County k e d  Book No. 4 



Fig. 2 

OIL IN THE VALLEY 

. 
THE ORIGINAL RAT'rfBONE WELL 

; David A. Roberts came from near Baltimore to Burniilg S- in 1860 and 
; , .  became a successful oil producer. He p a d  this picture on to his cCildren It is 

now owned by his granddaughter, Mrs. Helen Niarsh rrdrz &don) W t e  of 
Lowell, Ohio. Mrs. White is the daughter of the late Senator L'-rey 1- a d  Dis 
late wife, Nir Kate Roberts Marsh, of Parkersburg. Note tSe 4 beam I 
No spring pole. Standing on the opposite side of the river. ktb this picture ic 
band, one is able to locate almost the exact site of that ancient by the doping i 

umtw of the hilltop in the background. 






