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I. Name 

and Or common Rean B u i l d i n g  

2. Location 

street & number 295 High S t r e e t  - not for publication 

city, town Morgantown vicinity of 

state West V i r g i n i a  code 54 county Xononnal i a  code 061 

Category Ownersh ip  S ta tus  Present  Use 
district public 

-Y. bu i id in~(s !  2 private 
-- structure both 

u occupied agriculture _- museum 
unoccupied -X commercial park 
work in progress -- educational Y_ private residence 

-- site Pub l i c  Acqu is i t i on  Access ib le  entertainment - religious 
- object NLA- in process X yes: restricted government - scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial - transportation 
no militarv other: 

4 O 5 ~ m e r  0 3  Property 

name C i t i z e n s  I n d u s t r i a l  F i n a n c i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n  
-. - - - - - -- -- 

street 8 n ~ n b a r  265  High S t r e e t  - .- 

-- 

5, is+a:isn a4 Legal Description 

.o2r:house, reqistry of deeds, etc. Plonongal i a  County Cour thouse  
- 

ert & n~~ r i i be r  H F E ~  and F a l n u t  S t r e e t s  

:awn Yorgantorm -- state West V i r g i n i z  

J.? psesientariion in Existing Surveys -- 

has :his property been determined eligible? -- yes no - - -- -- -- - - - - 

- -- - -- 
-.-federal state -- county -- local 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deterlorated - unaltered orlg~nal site 

:c good - ruins .X altered - -  moved date - N/A-- 
ta~r - unexposed 

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - . 

Describe the present  and original (if known) physical appearance 
-. - . -  . .  2 -q-- .... - - -  _ _ _ .  . ._  _ _ _ _ _  - 7 ~ )  2 f o u r  s t o r y  c o n n e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e c l e c -  

. > c zie:a:-%:;;_s '_?sFgn?ii i n  1893 Sy Elner  F .  J a c o b s ,  !1organtorm1s l e a d i n g  a r c h i t e c t .  S i t e d  
37 -he 012 "?,:tllc Squzre" on t h e  impor tan t  c o r n e r  of  High and Walnut S t r e e t s ,  Jacobs  
DL--< ~ ~ - o u s l y  ?3sig:.32 2 b u l l d i n g  which would be a t t r a c t i v e  from a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  s i d e s .  ( A  photo- 

of t ? ?  ? ~ l l < l n g  b e f o r e  t h e  s e v e n - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  nex t  door ,  shows 
l s s s  a t t cnL13?  z s  52ta i . l  on t h e  s o u t h  facade--almost  a s  i f  Jacobs  knew t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  a  
3 u i l 3 i n g  a s  t z l l  2 s  h i s  xou ld  be b u i l t . )  F ine  po lychromat ic  b r i c k  d e t a i l i n g ,  a c c e n t u a t e d  
j a y s  and a 75)-::-_?ic r e p e t i t i o n  of  t r i a d s  of  double-sash windows, s o f t e n  t h e  more s e v e r e  
z?pc?_ar~nce of rl-.? lo:;er l e v e l s .  The b u i l d i n g  has  had some a l t e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e y  were minor 
2nd t h e  o r ~ e r s  ;;_n t o  r e s t o r e  a s  much of t h e  e a r l y  f a b r i c  a s  p o s s i b l e .  - - .  

122 Sro:.~! ;.:?l<ing is  topped by a  f l a t  r o o f  and deep p r o j e c t i n g  c o r n i c e  which was o r i -  
g i n a l l y  to3321  37 2 nasonry  b a l u s t r a d e  of i n t r i c a t e  d e s i g n  w i t h  b a l l  f i n i a l s  and a  p a r a p e t  
c m t e r e d  ol.-2: :I-.? f r o n t  f a c a d e .  I t  was on t h i s  p a r a p e t  t h a t  t h e  name "Brown" was formed by 
- - . . c s o n r y  l e t t s r s .  :<:?en t h i s  was removed, i s  unknown. The c o r n i c e  i s  s t i l l  e n r i c h e d ,  however, 
5:: 3 o d l l l i o . - 1  l:-:? b r a c k e t s  and d e n t i l s  . 

D- --oSa3l:.- 1:-.e - o s t  s t r i k i n g  a s p e c t  of  J a c o b ' s  d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  is  t h e  c o n t r a s . t i n g  
, - -  re?  and ;ST:->-?:lo:; b r i c k  which forms a  diamond p a t t e r n  around t h e  upper p o r t i o n  of t h e  

f o u r t h  f l o c r .  I : t e r e s t i n = l y ,  t h e  C O Y  House/Bal l  and Dinsmore o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  a  b lock  away 
--b. 

, . ,.&:,ic:? x a s  r-s5:g:-.5 Sy J a c o b s  t h e  s a n e  y e a r ,  has  an a rched  p a t t e r n  of  c o n t r a s t i n g  c o l o r e d  
. . 

s n ~ n g l e s  o r  :?.r h ~ n e r s .  Vhen t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  a r c h i t e c t s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o l o r s  
?:id 5esi.-- c,--? 5 z , -  ? s ~ ? l e  i n  !lorgantown b e l i e v e d  t h e y  were a u t h e n t i c .  The Brown Bui ld ing  i s  
-.,?+- :,,,ner 2-L-l-13~:; 25 J a c o b ' s  v e r s a t i l i t y  and g i v e s  c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  Cox House c o l o r s  and 
. . - 3S1z-,, ZCt;-. :." 2' - - - - - - - - ; lgs  a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  of runn ing  bond b r i c k ,  each b r i c k  narrow, 1% x 12% 
. . :?cres lo?.?. 

c ~ : ~ ~ ~  A = - - - - - -  - _ _ , _ = - l - : 3  f e a t u r e s  on t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  o f  t h e  Brown Bui ld ing  i n c l u d e  two b e l t  

23- r szs ,  on? ;_ :::rse-di-nensional band i n  r e d  b r i c k  above t h e  i,:indows and t h e  o t h e r ,  a  f l u s h ,  . .  . . . -:gzt 5:;ff >r;:- Ssnd r u n n i n g  p r e c i s e l y  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  upper s a s h  of t h e  -. . zrckec! xinT'-,-;s. -r:s b ~ n d ,  when s e e n  i n  t h e  s u n s h i n e ,  forms a  s p a r k l i n g  r i b b o n  c o n n e c t i n g  -. . . 
2 1 1  r l f t s e r  :.;:rzsxs on t h e  t o p  s t o r y .  These upper s t o r y  ~ i i n d o ~ c s ,  s e t  i n  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  
z r c > ? s ,  c r z  <c:':l? s e s h  x i t h  t ransom and grouped i n  t h r e e s  forming a  s t r o n g  rhythmic  
:-.ar:qng.- zrq.:nl ::?2 3 u i l d i n g .  The buf f  b r i c k  a r c h e s  w i t h  pronounced moldings a r e  themselves  - 
- ~ n d s o z ?  2 ~ f  < ? z 3 r 2 t i ~ z .  

\ 

S z ? a r z t i l g  tY.2 f o u r r h  from t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y s  i s  a  b e l t  c o u r s e  which i n c l u d e s  a  s m a l l  
c o r n i c e  an5  I e r L ~ l  n o l d i n g s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  f a r t h e r  up t h e  w a l l .  

-. i n e  s?cs:2 ;_:I r h i r d  s 7 o r y s  a r e  a l i k e .  The o r i g i n a l  double  s a s h  windows a r e  r e c t a n g u l a r  
- - . . . -  
,.,:tz ~to:.? s : l ~ s  2nd b r i c k  l i n t e l s  w i t h  keystone-shaped a r c h e s .  The grouping o f  a l l  t h e  
. , y F ~ i , ~ i ; ~  - or. :?..;. 3r3:.;n B u i l d i n g  i n t o  f i v e  bays i s  topped by t h r e e  f o u r t h  s t o r y  windorjs p e r  

-. 
3 2 ~ .  i c e  c ? ? t r ~ :  '3;)- on t h e  n o r t h  (Walnut S t r e e t )   all and t h a t  on t h e  west  ( b a c k ) ,  a r e  

- - l o  ril 3c L..-. ,.. _.,_ e a s r  (High S t r e e t )  f a c a d e ,  t h e  g roup ing  of t h e  n i n e  windows of t h e  t o p  
~ h r e e  f l o 3 r s ,  f o r x s  a ~ o d i f i e d  P a l l a d i a n  d e s i g n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  g r o u ~ i n g s  
95 ths  bxFl5ir.g e x c e ? t  f o r  t h o s e  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r ;  t h e y  a r e  symmetr ica l .  The bays  
a r e  g i v e n  :?re " f i n i t i o n  by t h e  b r i c k  ( g r e y ,  b u t  c o u l d  be b u f f  under d i r t )  quo in ing  
x h i c h  d i v i d ~ s  :?21 on i h e  l o ~ c e r  l e v e l s .  
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Alt:?o:q- :he f a c a d e  of t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  of  t h e  Brown B u i l d i n g  has been muddled, t h e r e  
i s  ~ u c h  o f  :?,e o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  under t h e  l a t e  1950s-1960s n a t e r i a l s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  
a l r h o u g h  :?.s e n t r a n c e  h a s  s h i f t e d  a few inches  t o  t h e  n o r t h  because  of  window rep lacements ,  
and t h e  s t3re : ront  has  l o s t  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  s q u a r e  colunns  a r e  s t i l l  i n t a c t  
i n  s e v e r a l  ? l a c e s  and i t  a p p e a r s  t h e  s i d i n g  was p l a c e d  d i r e c t l y  over  t h o s e  a t  t h e  
f r o z t .  An e x c e l l e n t  photograph of t h e  b u i l d i n g  t a k e n  i n  t h e  1920s p rov ides  v a l u a b l e  
i n f o r n z t i c -  abou t  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  s t o r e f r o n t .  O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  phorogrzph,  i s  a  l a r g e  s t o r e f r o n t  window ( n o r t h  f a c a d e ,  Walnut S t r e e t )  which 
was e n c l o s e 6 .  Another photograph,  c i r c a  1906,  shows s e v e r a l  windows a long Walnut 
S t r e e t  f i l l e d  i n  i.iith some m a t e r i a l ,  a l t h o u g h  it c o u l d  be from v i t h i n , b e c a u s e  J.U. 
K e l l a r  an5  C o ~ p a n y  Dry Goods s t o r e  was t h e r e  t h e n .  Beyond t h e  s t o r e f r o n t  a r e a  w i t h  
i t s  s q u a r ?  c o i u n n s ,  b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  capped w i t h  s i m p l e  c a p i t a l s  s e t  on a  s t o n e  
w a t e r  t z b l e  a r e  s t i l l  i n t a c t .  S i x  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a rched  windords on t h e  n o r t h  
( i i ~ l n u t  S t r e e t )  x a l i  have been b r i c k e d  i n  s i n c e  t h e  1920  photograph.  The ormers p l a n  t o  
r e z o v e  t h e  h r i c k s .  P a r t  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Farmers and Xerchan t s  Bank s i g n  i s  exposed 
and t h e  r e - a i ~ 5 e r  h idden  under  t h e  new s i d i n g .  I t  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  
a heavy s r o r e f r o n t  c o r n i c e  b u t  t h a t  t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  b e l t  c o u r s e ,  l i k e  t h a t  above, 
c o n t i n u e s  z r o l n d  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  b u l l d i n g .  The f o u n d a t i o n  i s  c u t  s t o n e  and appears  
ir ,  good cc~- - l i t ion .  S t e p s  l e a d  dorm t o  t h e  b a r b e r  shop i n  t h e  basement. An e n t r y  t o  
t h e  up?er  f:oo:s i s  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of  t h e  s t o r e f r o n t  e n t r y .  The door i s  o r i g i n a l .  

The i n r z r l o r  of  :k f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  t y p i c a l  of  a l a r g e  c o z z e r c i a l  s a l e s  a r e a .  
Althoug?! 5-211 d r e s s i n g  rooms a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  s t o r e ,  p a r t i t i o n s  a r e  
re- ,ovaSle.  Y ~ a e r  f l o o r s  have had f e ~ ;  a l t e r a t i o n s  s i n c e  soale of  t h e  s u i r e s  were 
nade i n t o  e ? a r t ? e n t s .  bJoodwork, f ancy  i r o n  r a d i a t o r s ,  windoi;~,  f l o o r s  and most doors  

. , 
a r e  o r l g l n e l  o r  d a t e  f r o n  t h e  1920s.  The m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  d o o r s  have t h e i r  t ransoms.  
There  a r e  > - t r y  e a r l y  riash b a s i n s  and a t  l e a s t  one c lawfoo t  b a t h  t u b .  There i s  no 
e l e v a t o r  i? t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The s u i t e  1;hich "?lain S t r e e t  YOrgantorm" occup ies  i s  
s t r i c t l y  office s p a c e ;  t h e r e  i s  no k i t c h e n  o r  bathroom, a l t h o u g h  an o r i g i n a l  s i n k ,  
which :i2s - s c i  by one o f  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s  ~ h o  r e n t e d  t h e  space ,  i s  s t i l l  i n  a  c o r n e r .  
The rao-s  a r e  v e r y  b r i g h t  because  of t h e  ample l i g h t   fro^ t h e  l a r g e  windows. 



A r e a s  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e - - C h e c k  and justify below 
archeology-prehistor~c commun~ty  p lann~ng 
archeology-h~storic conservat~on 
agriculture econom~cs 

-i architec?ure educat~on 
a rt engineering 

Y commerce exploration settlement 
c c ~ ~ s ~ ~ c a t t o n s  ~ndust ry  

lnvent~on 

landscape architecture re l tg~on 
. law science 

l~terature sculpture 
_ mrl~tary social 
- ~ U S I C  humanitarian 

philosophy -- theater 
7 3  I "CS ~ ~ v e r i m e n t  - - transportation 

-- other (specify) 

S t a t e m e n t  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e  (in one paragraph) 

-. - - .  
-.-.? rjro:,--. 5 ~ 1 l d i n g ,  b u i l t  i n  1898 i n  t h e  Yonongalia Count:< "Pub l ic  Square ,"  was d e s i g n e d  

. - -  - - -  - 
- ,  :--?r :. J a c o b s ,  one of ?!organtom's  fo remos t  a r c h i t e c t s ,  2nd i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u -  - - - - 
-=il-.- as  2 Lnicue e s a n p l e  of h i s  e c l e c t i c  s t y l e  and i s  enhanced by t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  
- - - - - - -  . - -e,,-c3~' ntangason t i e  f i r s t  s t o r y ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  r e t a i n s  al-.osc a l l  of i ts  o r i g i n a l  charac: 
-..- 
d 

-. - -- .  l.?e 5r2;;n B u i l d i n g  is  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  because  of i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  commercial  
- - - .  =.-t zi- .zncia1 deve lo?gen t  of t h e  county  d u r i n g  t h e  boom y e a r s  f r o n  1900 t o  1925, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
151!.>-1337, ;.::?en t1n.e John James Brorm f a m i l y  owned i t  and fro.-! 1907 u n t i l  t h e  Depress ion  when 
I: ;;zs clos=.l:; a s s o c i a r e d  rqith banking i n  Nonongalia Ccunty.  -1s t h e  f i r s t  f o u r - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  
, -.--- t52 t a l i e s t )  i n  t h e  county ,  it  symbol izes  t h e  energence of  ?iorgantovn from a s l e e p y  
. - - .-- .--i;_=-._ Lny.2 ;- t h r i ~ i i n g  c i t y .  By i t s  l o c a t i o n  on High S t ree :  2-d on t h e  " P u b l i c  Square" 

...-- ' - - .  t:-iirt:; fee ;  n o r t h e a s t  of  t h e  Nonongalia County Cour thouse ,  it a l s o  g r a p h i c a l l y  symbolize: 
- -:.s - 31952 s l l i a n c e  be::;een commerce, banking and government d u r i n g  t h e  boom p e r i o d .  

- - 
- -2- ;ac_oSs was bozn i n  1866 i n  P r e s t o n  County, West V i r g i n i a .  A f t e r  a  b r i e f  s t i n t  w i t h  - -. . - -  

- .  - - -- - . - .  :: i s t t s ' ; . i rg :? ,  52 s e t  up an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  o f f i c e  i n  !!org2ntorm i n  1894.  He s p e c i a l i z e d  
- - - -  - -  --; --- -  1.. ___:-_..-Lzl zni c e r t a i n  i n d u s t r i a l  t y p e s  of s t r u c t u r e s  an.', :.:as r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s c o r e s  

- . . -  . .  - . -  - - . . - _ _ - L _ _ j 3  . . - - - - - - _.L t - 2  2 r e a  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o l d  Pos t  O f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  Seneca Glass  Company 
..-- -, ,_:.-, - -  =..: - - -  zn zfdF;ion t o  :<!oodburn H a l l  on t h e  nea rby  c a - ~ p u s  c ~ f  1-iest i ' i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y .  
- - .  - - _ - - - -  - 2.._-._:-,3r~ries c re ' i t ed  him w i t h  making \!organtom b e a u t i f - 1 ,  His c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  

- - - - -  -1. - - - = =  - _  - -  ,- --= _ o31!- j Y ~ s t  becoming r e a l i z e d  because  of  s c h o l a r l y  r e s e a r c h  by h i s t o r i a n s  i n  
- - - - - - - - -:.= = -,_,. .I.> i ~ ~ e r v i e ; . ;  x i t h  h i s  daughter- in- law r e v e a l e d  t h a t  x i e n  he d i e d  i n  t h e  19rtOs, 
r: 7:s :;2s I n t e r e s t e , <  i n  h i s  a r c h i v e s  and t h e y  were des t ro>-o,<.  I n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  Brorn  
- . -  . .  .. - - ; -=  ;-----..,, :I? c5os-3 i t  f o r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  h i s  o f f i c e s  f o r  s % ~ . - z r a l  y e a r s  and one of  t h e  
- - = - -  -,-- ; - 7  T...c i . . ~ t ~ z ~ z p ? ! s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  shows h i s  o f f i c e  s i g n  ir: one of t h e  ~\iindoris. 

-. - - - 
. .  . x i l c i i n g  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  because  of  i t s  z i s soc la t ion  r? i th  t h e  r a p i d  

. - - , -------  . - .  --.-=---zi Z ~ Z  ; I - a n c i a l  development of l o r g a n t o r m  f r o n  1893 : i n t i 1  t h e  middle  1920s .  During 
- - - -  -:.=- -L..?, :he c i t y  g r e x  from a smal l  torm of 2,000 t o  a  t h r i l - i n g  c i t y  of  13,000.  With 
- -  - - .  .:.- zo:?:e::o?. o f  t h e  Fai rmont ,  Yorgantorm and P i t t s b u r g h  R a i l r o a d  i n  1886, t h e  tocm rgas 
- .  . . . - - - - . . . - - - . . . . -A ..~t:? + h e  rnainl ine  of t h e  B & 0  sys tem.  Three  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  complet ion of  t h e  l o c k  

. . - - -  =..- -c.. sl-srer;  on t h e  >ionor,gahela R i v e r  b rough t  y e a r  round na7:igation. With t h i s  t r a n s p o r t a -  
- -1. - -- ,.. :> --.-An- : _=.  , int :ctaznd t h e  a r e a ' s  v a s t  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a- t ia i t ing deve lopnen t ,  t h e  torm began 
- - - - -  - ,  - L A , . .  5 2  t?.e l2te 18?i;s t h a t  l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1920s .  Business  and banking f a c i 1 i t j . e ~  
..- 7 - --z. - 3 - '  . . = -  = -:.- - _>ill:. 

-. - -  :..: 3"; 
-..: -,L-,-ng ;;as i n t e n d e d  f o r  c o m e r c i a l  u s e  and it haste-: sone of ?lorgantor~?lYs most 

- . . - - -  - - : - - - = s s : x ~  (an.5 one p o t s o  s u c c e s s f u l )  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  A f t e r  S .  .A. Pos ten ,  tk,e r e a l  e s t a t e  
- - - - -  , I=.=l~;sr x:?o had a  x 5 o l e  b lock  named a f t e r  him, h i r e d  Jacobs  and had t h e  b u i l d i n g  b u i l t  
. - c  - --. - -i?3, h e  so15  i t  t o  Ki l l i a rn  Whi t t ing ton .  For unknown r e a s o n s ,  lu 'h i t t ing ton  went b a n k r ~ ~ p t  
:- -.- -?Ci : y J  , a::< ;?re b l ~ l l d i n g  was conveyed i n  a  ' s h e r i f f ' s  s a l e '  t o  Seana and John 2.1.G.(Guy) 

-. 3~2;,~-:.. 1 3 2  ? - r c h a s e r  ;<as r e a l l y  John James Brorqn who had bought t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  h i s  t i . 7 0  
:,--3: ---.-, 3:. Zzir;.-n (Ze.',) 6 r o m  and Guy. Zed d i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  f i n a l  t r a n s a c t i o n  and t h e  p r o p e r t y  
. -- .- 
< I - ~  I ? e 2 ~ l  t o  h i s  y o m g  iqidow, Leanna, and t o  Guy. The B r o m s  h e l d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  u n t i l  
- p , - -  . -=,,.; . -  A _  - - - -  a,r_: ci:-lring t h e s e  y 2 a r s  t h a t  i t  became known a s  t h e  Bro;,n Bui ld ing  and r e c e i v e d  i t s  
- - -=  - .- zb?-:3 f?ie c o r n i c e  x h e r e  it reinained f o r  s e v e r a l  decades .  
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The 3 7 ; : ~ ~  :;ere one of the most proninent and wealthy families in northern Nest Virginia, 
ha~:<?g 5?:3:lt~d financially from the coal and gas booa. John James Brown was born in 
Presto? Cc.:rry L n  1825 and xas an elderly, but active nan in 1900. Educated at Washington . .. . . College ,$zsnlngton, Pennsylvania, he was admitted to the bar in 1848. During the Civil 
r -  ,.iar, he ;;as a staunch loyalist. In 1864 he moved from Preston County to ?Iorgantown. He served 
as the fir;: szate Senator from Preston, Yonongalia and Taylor counties. He was a signer of 
the :isst I-lrginia State Constitution. After serving one tern as Senator, he returned to 
>lorgw,t~:;n to ?ursue his business affairs ?- His second wife, Guy's mother, was also prominent 
and :iealt:?!. in her o:x~ right and at the time of the purchase of the Brorm Building, she and 
her son s;er? <eveloping a major portion of South Park and other newly developing areas of the 
count;:. (To",y, Guy Bro~m's daughter still has extensive land and mineral holdings in Yonon- 
galia COUET~.! 

Guy Srg:.;n :;as xell knoijn, particularly in 1902 when he became the first person in the 
cou;lry LO ;;.;1 a 2  automobile. He drove his Searchnont "about the toim and vicinity, exciting 
the peo?le, scaring the horses, participating in parades and festivities in general."2 He 
later ?.el?s;, organize the >Iorgantorvn Chanber of Commerce and was one of its early presidents. 

A circa 19Q3 photograph of the Brorm Building shows the word "Brown" spelled out in raised 
nasonrJ- 1et:ers z'aove the cornice on the east (High Street) facade. The sign is now gone. 
While ;:?e 3rs;.,?s o:.;ned the building, the first floor was rented to a clothier and dry goods 
firx, E:c_llzz ~-5Coonp2ny Dry Goods Store, while the upper floors Icere used as offices and 
apzrt-er~ts, :.1:7il=i? has been the case ever since. The Keliar firla ' o l d  a rcide range of 
go,35s : - - - . , . : :  - . . - I_ - - . .q  - -  2n~;iarel for xomen. During the first several years of the building's 

exis:ezce, 1:s nuxber on High Street, like others, changed often. 
In 1937, ::-.e property \<as conveyed to the Farmers and Yerchants Bank and the building 

receive< ::-.2t n2ne. (Part of the r;ords "Farmers and Yerchants" can be seen presently on 
the nor::? :;;zlLut Street) side of the exterior of the first floor. The sign covering the 
rest of tte let:ering is only nailed into place and is removable. Early photographs show the 
letterizg 2: t::e east side (High Street) as well. It is now completely hidden under the sign. - tarzers ar.5 'lerzhants Bank used the first floor to house its banking facilities until 1922 
when t:?e b.:ll<ing's 0;-nership was transferred to the Bank of Yorgantown. (During the 1920s, 
banking fa-iliries noved up and dorm High Street.) 

-, - . 
1n2 Yar.:: of 1Iorgar.tom who built the seven story building next door in 1922, used the 

first fiocir 05 the Srora Building for a period of time for offices, but clothiers rented the 
space in ;:--2 1930s. Interestingly, the two second floor suites were rented to the sams . . 
physici~r! z2< 2eiltist for more than two decades from circa 1920 until the 1940s. A popular 
pharxacy, ?.:.^zr?.s, ;;as located on the first floor when Eleanor Keam owned the building in the 
early 195,3s z?< the Citizens Industrial Financing Corporation officers still refer to the 
Bro:a TI~uLlTling as the 2ean Building. 

The S v i i C t n g  is highly visible on High Street which is one way for cars travelling south. 
A traffic Iizht at the corner of High and Walnut Streets neans that most people stop across 
fro2 the 5-L13Fng. Because of its visibility on a busy corner, its historic Integrity will 
enhance t : ? e  i y a g 2  of doi-~town \Iorganto:m. The major banking institution, the First National 
Bank, recsr.:ly ~urchased the historic building next to it on Sigh Street for banking ex- 
pansion znji i:r!ecliat.ely bricked in the upper windows. The Brown Building deserves better 
treatnent. 
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Citizens Industrial Financing Corporation is presently negotiating with Tai and Lee, 
rsstoration architects in littsburgh, sho designed t6e restoration for the former Cox 
House in ?.!organtown (Sational Register 1984). Tai and Lee are optimistic that proper 
restoration can be dona on the Ero:n Suilding and that Citizens Industrial Financing 
Corporation can move one of their departnents into it. The basment is under lease 
to "Bowsers Barber Shop" and the first floor is presently leased to "Designer For 
You," a wonan's clothing store. The second, third and fourth floors are presently 
apartments except for the suite at the front of the second floor. Citizens has 
donated the suite to ">lain Street ?!organtor%n," a tax exempt corporation whose purpose 
is to "economically revitalize and redevelop the downtown," using programs developed 
by the National Trust. Having "'!sin Street Yorgantown" in an historic building will 
he?? the inage of the organization as :cell as drawing attention to a fine historic 
resource on the cultural landscape of High Street. 

1. Justin ? I .  Kunkle, ed., Illustrated Indllstrial Edition: The Sex Dominion, -- 
?lorgantoiin, K.V. ,  1903, p .  1.5. 

2. Earl L. Core, "The Distinguishe5 Ancestry of the Browns," Doninion Post Panorama, - 
(Yorgantown), >larch 5, 1983,, ?. 5 .  
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city or town , .organtown f state Icest 1 - i r g i n i a  

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national -. state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation ACT of 1956 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate :his property for 
according to the critoria and procedures 

- ~ - - 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

/ title S t a t e  E i i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f f i c e r /  /date >!ay 2 ,  i 9 8 5  

For NPS use only / 

I hereby certify that this property is included in National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 
- -- 

Chief of Registration 
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