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1. Name 
historic E c h o l s ,  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  John ,  House 

and or common 

2. Location 

street & nunbe: Corner o f  E l m o o d  and Second S t r e e t  North  - not for publication 

citv, town Union - vicinity of 

state West G i r g i n i a  code 5 4  county Monroe code 063 

3. Cjassification 
Category  Ownersh ip  S ta tus  Present  Use  - district - public - occupied - agriculture - museum X 

X - buildingis) private unoccupied commercial -x- park 
- structure both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Publ ic  Acqu is i t i on  Acpess ib le  - entertainment - religious 

\- - objec: -& in process yes: restricted - government - scientific 
- being considered -- yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name 1,'- ..-, = . Eunice D .  Smithson and Mrs. Louise  Efassey 

street & nurr,:er P .  0. BOX 162 

-- 
,ity, town L T - ~ C J ~  24983 - vicinity of state West V i r g i n i a  
--- - 

5,  kocatioh of Legal Description 

courthouse registry of deeds, etc. - Monroe County C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e  

street & number - Xonroe County - Courthouse  

city, town Cnion state WV 24983 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title S /$ X 

has this property been determined eliqible? yes - no 

date -- - federal - state . county -- local - - - - - - -. 

demsitarv for survey records 

city, town state 



-- 

7.  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
deteriorated -_ unaltered 

X 3 excellent original site 
_- ruins 2 -  altered * -- moved date -. N /A good 

- fair -- unexposed 
- -- - - - .- -- - - - - - - - - --- - - -- 

Descr ibe  the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Geceral Echols House s t a n d s  a t  t h e  corner of Elmood and Second S t r e e t  North, 
i n  Union, Xonroe County, West V i rg in i a .  The house i s  one of t h e  county's o l d e s t  and 
b e s t  preserved landinarks of t h e  pre-Civ i l  War period.  

Nearly square  i n  massing, t h e  two-story, b r i c k  house f e a t u r e s  a  five-bay f r o n t ,  
medium pi tchzd  h i p  r o o f ,  and t r a b e a t e d ,  f r o n t  e l eva t ion  doorways centered above and 
below a  one-story en t rance  p o r t i c o .  The transom l i g h t s  and s i d e l i g h t s  of t h e  
en t r ance  and c l a s s i c a l  des ign  of t h e  p o r t i c o  suggest s t rong  Greek Revival i n f luence ,  
whi le  t h e  roof  p r o f i l e  and r e c t a l i n e a r  cha rac t e r  of t h e  e d i f i c e  r e c a l l  l a t e  Georgian, 
l o c a l  s t y l e  elements.  O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a r e  t h e  columns of t h e  porch whose 
c a p i t a l s  r e sezb le  no p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s i c a l  o rder .  . - 

. - . . - ,. -. ,, 

Both t h e  l a t t i c e d  crawl space sc reen  and porch b a l u s t e r s  of t h e  porch d a t e  from 
a  l a t e r  per iod .  

Another a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  of t h e  house 's  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  i s  t h e  l o c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t rea tment  of  t h e  eaves ,  which a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  deep and enbe l l i shed  wi th  
a  s c r o l l - l i k e  bracke ts .  

The Ge7eral John Echols house i n  Union was b u i l t  by John W. Lanius,  
who owned t h e  proper ty  between 1845 and 1848. However, i t  i s  thought t h a t  
General John Echols ,  dur ing  t h e  twenty yea r s  t h a t  he ovmed t h e  house, 
improved o r  coapleted work on it. during h i s  ownership. The foundat ion of t h e  
house i s  cons t ruc ted  of n a t i v e  b lue  l imestone which i s  abundant i n  t h e  a r ea .  The 
w a l l s  of t h e  house a r e  cons t ruc ted  of handmade b r i c k  made i n  a  nearby b r i c k  
k i l n .  The naking of b r i c k  a t  t h i s  t ime was usua l ly  done by s l a v e  l a b o r .  
Abundant c l ay  f o r  t h e  making of t h e  b r i c k s  was nearby. Severa l  bu i ld ings  i n  and 
around Cnion were cons t ruc ted  of t h e s e  handmade b r i c k s ,  inc luding:  Elmwood, 
Walnut Grove, t h e  Monroe County Court House and the  Bap t i s t  Church. 

The b r i c k  w a l l s  o f  t h e  Echols  house a r e  t h r e e  b r i c k s  t h i c k .  The house 
i s  for ty- four  and a  h a l f  f e e t  wide and f i f ty- two f e e t  long;  two-stor ies  h igh;  
t h e  porch i s  twenty-four f e e t  by t e n  and a h a l f  f e e t ;  t h e  main h a l l ,  running 
t h e  l eng th  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  i s  e igh teen  and one ha l f  f e e t  wide; t h e  l i v i n g  room 
is  e igh teen  by e ighteen  f e e t ,  which i s  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  f r o n t  door 
and j o i n s  t h e  d in ing  room which i s  twenty by. e igh teen  f e e t ;  t h e  c e i l i n g s  of 
a l l  t h e  r o o m  and hallway on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  e leven  and one ha l f  f e e t  
h igh .  On t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  hallway a r e  t h r e e  bedrooms. A l l  £1-oors s r e  of dressed  _ - 

six- inch wide c l e a r  p i n e  i n  e x c e l l e n t  condi t ion .  The house had been w e l l  
preserved.  

There a r e  s ix bedrooms on the second s t o r y  with a  hallway corresponding 
w i t h  t h e  hal lway on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  There i s  a smal l  basement wi th  w a l l s  of 
n a t i v e  l i n e s t o n e .  I n  t h e  basement can be observed the  hand hewn beams suppor t ing  
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  which i s  an e x h i b i t  of s k i l l e d  workmanship of t h a t  time. 
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There i s  a  k i t chen  and pant ry  extending t h e  width of the  house,  
twelve f e e t  wide and one s t o r y  h i g h ,  which appears t o  have been b u i l t  
t o  t h e  main house a t  a  l a t e r  da t e .  

A t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house i s  a frame two s t o r y  house f i f t e e n  by 
twenty f e e t  which appears t o  have been used f o r  ~ e r v a n t s ' ~ u a r t e r s ;  
i t  i s  a  c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  



Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Checic and justify below 
.- prehistor~c archeology-prehistoric _ community planning landscape architecture . religion 

_ _ 1400-1399 . archeology-hrstorlc - conservation . law ._ _- science 
-- 1500-1 599 agriculture . economics - _ literature x - - _ sculpture 
-_ 1600-1699 -. arch~tecture education . -x mllitary - - social 
-_ 1700-1799 - art _ engineering ---- rnuslc humanitarian 
* 1800-1899 - commerce -- . exploration settlement -_. _ philosophy -- theater 

_ - .  1900- - . communications industry . politics government - transportation 
. . invention -- other (specify) 

p - - L . - - - - . - . - - - - - . . . - - . - . . -  . . . . - - - -. . - - - - . . . - . -. . west . - - - -- V i s i n i a  . p History- . 

Specific dates c .  1845 Builder Architect Unknown 
-. - - - ~ .- .a - - - - - . .  - - .- - - -  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The General Echols House a t  Union, Monroe County, West V i rg in i a ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
f o r  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  John Echols , a Br igadier  General i n  t h e  army of t h e  
Confederate  S t a t e s  of America. The house possesses  a d d i t i o n a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  a s  one of 
Monroe County's o l d e s t  and b e s t  preserved examples of Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

John Echols ,  of Monroe County, i s  remembered f o r  h i s  l o y a l  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  
Confederate  Arny from t h e  beginning t o  t h e  end of t h e  C i v i l  War; but he enjoyed 
prominence i n  o t h e r  l i f e  endeavors i nc lud ing  support  t h a t  helped C o l l i s  P. Huntington 
b u i l d  t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio Ra i l road  t o  t h e  Ohio River .  Echols played another  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  a s  a pioneer  i n  t h e  development of h igher  educa t ion  i n  
V i r g i n i a .  

John Echols ,  son of Joseph (1789-1824) and E l i z a  F. (Lanbeth) Echols of 
Ha l i f ax  County, V i r g i n i a ,  was born a t  Lynchburg, V i r g i n i a ,  March 20, 1823. 

I n  1843, he graduated f r o n  Vi-rginia  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  and i n  1844, he marr ied 
Mary Jane  Caperton, t h e  daughter  of Hugh and Jane  Erskine Caperton. Hugh was t h e  
b u i l d e r  of "Elm-ood" a t  Union, now i n  the  Nat iona l  Regis te r  of H i s t o r i c a l  P laces .  
Mary Jane  was a s i s t e r  of Al len  T. Caperton, who was born a t  "Elmmod", November 
21, 1810 and served i n  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Senate  and the  United S t a t e s  Senate .  
A l l en  T .  Caperton married H a r r i e t  Echols ,  a s i s t e r  of John. 

I n  1845, t he  Echols '  moved t o  Union and t h i s  remained t h e i r  hose f o r  twenty 
yea r s .  I n  1848, he  bought t h i s  p rope r ty ,  Echols House, from John W. Lanius f o r  
$2,400. 

Echols was a l a r g e  man, s i x  f e e t  four  inches  t a l l ,  weighed 260 pounds, very 
commandi~g i n  appearance and an avid p u b l i c  speaker .  

By 1860, he had won d i s t i n c t i o n  as  a lawyer,  o r a t o r  and s tatesman.  He was 
P res iden t  and D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Sank of V i rg in i a  Branch Bank i n  Union, and an e l d e r  
i n  t h e  P re sby te r i an  Church. 

' ,  . 
He was very  p u b l i c  s p i r i t e d  and a f i rm b e l i e v e r  i n  higher  educa t ion  and was 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  good schoo l s  f o r  bo th  sexes.  I n  Monroe County he  was 2 c t i v e  i n  t h e  
es tab l i shment  of a female seminary and t r i e d  t o  secure  f o r  i t  t h e  b e s t  t eache r s .  
He was t h e  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m m t  of  a h igh  school  f o r  boys, and f o r  this he  
f r e e l y  gave of h i s  money, t ime and a b i l i t y .  Both schools  were very s u c c e s s f u l  u n t i l  
t h e  outbreak  of t h e  C i v i l  War. 

I n  1851-53, he was a Delega te  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Assembly, and i n  1861, he was a 
member of t h e  convent ion t h a t  passed t h e  ordinance of succession.  
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Before  t h e  war began he  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  Monroe Guards,  of which he was t h e  f i r s t  
c a p t a i n .  He e n t e r e d  t h e  Confedera te  Army a s  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  of t h e  27 th  V i r g i n i a  
I n f a n t r y  o f  t h e  famous S tonewal l  Br igade .  The Monroe Guards was t h e  f i r s t  company 
f rom Monroe t o  e n t e r  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  Confederacy.  On May 9 ,  1861, t h e  v o l u n t e e r  
company was o r d e r e d  i n t o  c a p  a t  S t a u n t o n ,  and on May 1 3 ,  1861, one hundred and 
e i g h t  v o l u n t e e r s  l e f t  Union f o r  S t a u n t o n .  Genera l  A. A.  Chapman addressed t h e  s o l d i e r s  
and Col .  John Echols  gave a  r e p l y .  D r .  S. E. Houston,  p a s t e r  o f  t h e  Union P r e s b y t e r i a n  
Church,  commended t h e  group t o  t h e  g r a c i o u s  p r o t e c t i o n  of God. 

The Monroe Guards was one of t h e  companies t h a t  formed t h e  27th  V i r g i n i a  
Regiment.  T h i s  was one of t h e  f i v e  reg iments  composing t h e  b r i g a d e  commanded by 
Colone l  Thomas J. Jackson ,  who was soon  made a  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l .  A t  Manassas h e  and 
h i s  b r i g a d e  a l i k e  won t h e  i o m o r t a l  nane of "Stonewall".  

Genera l  E c h o l s ,  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  b a t t l e  o f  Kernstown i n  which he commanded h i s  
reg iment  and was wounded, was p roao ted  t o  t h e  r a n k  o f  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l  and s e r v e d  
under  Genera l  Lor ing  i n  t h e  Kanawha V a l l e y .  I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1862 h e  succeeded Lor ing  
and was pu t  i n  cornnand o f  t h e  Department o f  Southwest V i r g i n i a .  I n  1863, h e  was 
p l a c e d  on  t h e  c o u r t  i n q u i r y  as  t o  t h e  f a l l  o f  Vicksburg.  L a t e r  i n  t h e  same y e a r  he 
t o o k  t h e  f i e l d  a g a i n  and was i n  comand  a t  t h e  b a t t l e  of Droop Mountain. A t  New 
Market h e  l e d  t h e  r i g h t  wing of ths army under  Breckenr idge ,  and j o i n i n g  Genera l  Lee 
h e  t o o k  p a r c  i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g  b e f o r e  Richmond. I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1864 he was a g a i n  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  S o u t h r e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  and t h e  n e x t  s p r i n g  w i t h  t h e  rank  of major g e n e r a l  
h e  succeeded E a r l y  i n  c o r a n d  o f  t h e  Army of t h e  V a l l e y  and Southwest V i r g i n i a .  
E i g h t  days  a f t e r  t h e  s u r r e 2 d e r  of Lee h e  d i sbanded  h i s  army a t  C h r i s t i a n s b u r g ,  
e s c o r t e d  t h e  Confedera te  p r e s i d e n t  t o  Goldsboro,  N.C.  and was paro led  w i t h  t h e  army 
under  J o h n s t o n .  

I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1865 General  Echo ls  made h i s  home a t  S t a u n t o n  and l i v e d  t h e r e  
u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  May 2 4 ,  1896. A p l a n  i n  which h e  was g r e a t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  was t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o f  a  r a i l r o a d  t o  t h e  Ohio R i v e r .  He induced C .  P. Hunt ington,  t h e  r a i l w a y  
magnate ,  t o  r i d e  horseback  w i t h  him over  t h e  proposed r o u t e  s o  a s  t o  convince him of  
i t s  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y .  He d i d  more t h a n  any o t h e r  man t o  cause  Hunt ington t o  b u i l d  
t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio. Echols  was an  e x c e l l e n t  f i n a n c i e r  a s  w e l l  a s  an  o r g a n i z e r  
and accumulated a  l a r g e  f o r t u n e .  He was mainly  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
V a l l e y  Bank of  S t a u n t o n ,  and was i t s  p r e s i d e n t .  

E c h o l s '  s o n ,  Edward, a t t a i n e d  g r e a t  prominence i n  b u s i n e s s  and p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  
and s e r v e d  a  t e r m  a s  l i e u t e n a n t  governor  o f  V i r g i n i a .  He had a c o r d i a l  f e e l i n g  
f o r  Monroe County where h e  s p e n t  h i s  boyhood, and was by f a r  t h e  h e a v i e s t  s u b s c r i b e r  
t o  t h e  fund f o r  t h e  Confedera te  nonunent a t  Union, which was a p ledge  of h i s  f a t h e r .  

The Genera l  Echols  House i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  landmark o f  t h e  Greek Reviva l  s t y l e  i n  
Union,  coun ty  s e a t  o f  >Ionroe County. The n e a r l y  s q u a r e ,  two-s tory  r e d  b r i c k  house  
f e a t u r e s  a h i p p e d  roof  and p rominen t ,  e x t e r i o r  s i d e  chimneys (2 p e r  s i d e w a l l ) . -  O v e r a l l  
symmetry c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s c h e ~ e ,  w i t h  t r a b e a t e d ,  Greek R e v i v a l - s t y l e  -_  _ -  
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doorways donina t ing  t h e  cen te r  bay above and below a three-5ay, one-story en t rance  
p o r t i c o .  Both en t r ances  f e a t u r e  transom l i g h t s  and s i d e l i g h t s .  An unusual ly  formal 
element of t h e  house ' s  des ign  i s  a ba lus t r aded ,  one-story po r t i co  i n  which ve rnacu la r ,  
s e s i - c l a s s i c a l  columns present  a l o c a l  b u i l d e r ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of a c l a s s i c a l  
o r d e r .  The windows, w i th  s tone  l i n t e l s  and s i l l s ,  a r e  shu t t e r ed ;  they a r e  doublehung, 
have s i x  over  s i x  l i g h t s  per  s a sh ,  and a r e  t a l l e r  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  l e v e l  than  a r e  
t h e i r  second s t o r y  counterpar t s .  

The Echols house i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  Union 
where i t s  tree-shaded s e t t i n g  and spac ious  lawn s e r v e  t o  s e t  i t  apa r t  from t h e  l e s s  
f o m a l ,  frame resid'ences of t h e  neighborhood. 



9. Major Bibliographica! References 

See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t ,  I t e m  No. 9 ,  p. 2. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 /2 a c r e ,  approx imate ly  

Quadrangle name Union, WV 

UT M References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24,000 

A / l 1 7 ]  1.51 410) 412101 1 4 1 1 / 6 1 0 1 5 1 0 1 0 \  
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Ve rba l  bounda ry  desc r i p t i on  a n d  j us t i f i ca t i on  I n c l u s i v e  o f  c i t y  l o t s  71, 7 2 ,  73 and 74,  i n  the 
C i t y  o f  Union,  Monroe County, WV; Survey Record,  Book 5 ,  p . 4 ,  c e r t i f i e d  by J. E. Hines ,  
C l e r k  o f  t h e  Yonroe County Court .  (See Map) 

L i s t  all s t a t e s  a n d  coun t i es  f o r  p roper t ies  over lapp ing  s t a t e  o r  coun t y  boundar ies 

state N / A  code county code 

state code county code 

1 I. Foam Prepared By 

name,title Monroe County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

organization date December 1 0 ,  1984 

citv or town Union state West V i r g i n i a  

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national X- state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Offlcer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% __ 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for that i t has been evaluated 
acsording to the criteria and procedures 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature . - 

I 
title S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Offi 

/ 
tr---.JMay 2 ,  1985 

. -- 

I 1 - . -- -- 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper  of the National Register 

Attest: date - 
-- - .- 

Chief of Registration 
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GENERAL ECHOLS' HOUSE 

Sources  of I n f o r m a t i o n  

The Caper ton  Family by Bernard M. Caper ton.  

The Monroe Watchman. 

The HisCory o f  Monroe County, West V i r g i n i a  by Oren F. Morton, pages 
338-339-340-322-323-324-368. 

200 Years From Good Hope by James 'W. Banks. 

The Border Watchman, A p r i l  21, 1876. 

Glean ings  of Nonroe County H i s t o r y  by C h a r l e s  B. Xot ley ,  pages 178-179. 

H a r d e s t y ' s  H i s t o r y  of West V i r g i n i a  C o u n t i e s ,  page 66. 

West V i r g i n i a  Blue Book, 1341  page 138. 

PIonroe County, West V i r g i n i a  C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e  Records.  

A H i s t o r y  of t h e  Middle Xev R i v e r  S e t t l e m e n t s  and Contiguous T e r r i t o r y  
by David E. J o h n s t o n ,  pages  135, 266, 292 and 309. 

' 1  The Battle a t  Droop Mountain" by D r .  D a l l a s  B. S h a f f e r .  

"Monroe County, West V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War" (A T h e s i s )  by Leona 
Lynch K e s s e l ,  pages  70-71 and 72. (Aug. 21, 1950) 

West W i r g i n i a  S t o r i e s  and B i o g r a p h i e s  by C h a r l e s  H. Ambler, pages  265-267, 
297-293. 
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