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date entered 1 
t 

-. - -. - - -2j 

Type ail ?n?rias-complete applicable sections 

ardoi'cornmon Ifihtts, General Cornelius C.,House - 
2, Lacation 

city, town Charles ton - vicinity of congressional district Third _ 

state West Virginia code 54 county Kanawha code 039 

3- CIassidica%ion 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-- distric: -- public - occupied agricuiture - museum X 
X building(s) X private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational -x- private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
-- object - in process 4 yes: restricted - government - scitntific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industriai - transportation 
- no -- military -- other: 

name Eleanor KaF~ek 

street 8 number 915 Bxeezemmt Drive 

city, town Charleston -- vicinity cf state West Vireinia 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kanawfi;;Countv--. -- 
street 8 number V i r g i n i a  & court streeL:- 

city, town Charles ton State West Vir9; inia  

6 RepaesenZalion in Ewis2ing Surveys 

tit!* has this property been detwmined elegible? - yes & no 

date -- - federal - state - county - local - 

depository for survey records -- --- -- 

city, town state 



7.  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered original site 
x- good - ruins -x- altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

"Breezamnt" or the "General" Cornelics C .  Watts House, s i t s  majestically 
atop Watts Kill coumndiing a panoramic view of the E l k  a d  Kanawha Rivers and mch 
of Chvleston proper, the comq seat of IGmaxb County and capital of Vest Virginia. 

h%en constructed c.1905, "Breezarrmt" was the focal point of a large estate 
owned operated by Cornelius C. Watts. "Breezerant" is a stone building, of rock 
face asbdar designed in the Neo-Classic Revival  mde on a generally ractangular plan. 
"Breezemn:" 'has a striking red-tile r w f  . The h t  elevation of '73reezermn-t'' i s  

two story portico, se t  left of center. The portico is supported by 
3 - P W  Ionic c o l ~  w i t h  plain shafts. The portico of the veranda is surrromted 
by a trianC30ular pe-t that is plastered and centered - w i t h  a Palladim window. The 
rsof of the portico, sheathed in red t i l e s  that  mtch the t i les  on the roof of the house, 
intersects w i t h  the ridge of the nain roof to form a T. 'I*in story Ionic pilasters 
flank the doorway beneath the portico. The remining space to the r ight  of the entry 
is srranged in a complex design centered upon a single tm story Ionic colum that 
sqprts a recessed t m  story porch a t  the southeast comer of the house. The single 
colliiim acts as both a structural and ornammtal unit to t i e  together the one story 
porte cochere (located on the north elevation of the buse) and one story veranda. 

The massive porticd and two story porch .are separated by a three-sided bay. 
This clwer  vertical division is emphasized by a gable dam that pierces the roof 
over bay. A second gable dorrmr is  situated in the east roof elevation to  balance 
the height of the s m c t u r e  above the porte cohere. In essence, the w donners form 
the corner d t  of the house and help to  balance and complement the structure's rcajor 
arc'nitectural feature, the portico. 

The entrance of "Breezmt"  is f l a k e d  by q a n s i v e  leaded glass s ide l igh t s  
and s m u n t e d  by a rectangular mansom. An interior, glass lined vestibule occupies 
the space h d i & t e l y  beyond the doorway. 

mjor  details of the building include the enbellishmnt of the cornice w i t h  
rimdillions , the use of the ashlar base for all c o l ~  , and the presence of nine pane 
upper sashes, balanced by lower sash single panes, in the huble h n g  windows. A glass 
m s m t o r y  originally attached to the rear of the house w converted to  a frme 
u t i l i ty  room early in the century. 

In 1326 the greater part of the Watts Estate was partitioned into the sdxIiv1Lsion 
of Breezmnt, primarily for financial mnsiderat im and because General Watts, by 
that tiroe 78 years old, b d  become too frail to m g e  the rigorous affairs of a large 
estate. 

In 1941 the interior of " B r e e z d l  was sddivided intd apartments, a use it , 

continues t o  serve in 1981. 

"Breezan3ntt1 has, since i t s  cmstructim, been a p&ent local landmxk and, 
having changed but l i t d e  on the exterior over the years, continues to  be seen as su& 
by the citizens of Charleston and KarmJha County, West Virginia. 
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8, Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 150Cb1593 
- 1600-1599 
- li'OCkl799 
- 1600-1 899 
X 1900- 

Specific dates 

Areas of S ign i f icancdheck  and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric - communi!~ planhing - landscape architecture- religion 

- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 

X architecture - education - military - social/ 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - e~ploration~settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry X politicugovernment - transportation 

- invention X other (specify) 
Tnrnl Histnrv 

c .I905 Builder'Architect Robert M. and Edward S. Canker. Builders 

Statemtnt of Significance (in one paragraph) 

"Breezmnt", located atop Watts H i l l  overlooking mch of West Virginia's 
capital  c i t y  of Charleston, is significant as ths home of Cornelius C. Wftts, w 
individual prominent in the affairs of 1- County and West Virginia. It is 
also s i g i f i c a n t  as a s q v i n g  example of vernacular Neo-Classical architecture 
in the city of Charleston. 

Ekplanatory Notes 

1. "Breezecrmt" was bu i l t  c. 1905 fo r  Cornelius Clarkson Watts (1848-1930) an  
individual who contributed quite significantly to  the history of both K a n A  County 
and the state of West Virginia. 

Cornelius C. Watts was born in Amherst Counq, Virginia in 1848. Watts semed 
in the Confederate army during the American C i v i l  W a r  in Colonel J o h  S.  Mosby's famed 

'?%sbyrs E d e r s " .  After the close of the war  Fn 1865 Watts studied law a t  the 
University of Virginia and then, in 1870, mved to Wyoming Comty, West Virginia where 
he began the practice of law. In 1872 he was elected prosecuthg attorney of ~0rz l in .g  
County, serving in that office 1873-1875. In 1875 Cornelius Watts mved t o  Charleston, 
Kmmha County, West Virginia where he be- associated in law practice w i t h  John E. 
Kenna (U. S . Representative 1877-83, U. S. Senator 1883-93) . 

In 1880 Cornelius C. Watts was elected, on the Demmatic t icket ,  Attomey General 
of West Virginia. He served as West Virginia's Attorney Gneral frm March 4, 1881 t o  
Yuch 3, 1885, turning out nine volumes of S u p r e  Comt reports with the assistmc,c 
of Major O.D. Cook. 

On Phrch 22, 1885, shortly a f t e r  the expiration of his  tern  as Attorney General, 
Watts represented the s ta te  or' Kest Virginia before the ?kited States Suprme Court in 
the landmark case of Miller, Auditor vs. the Cnesapea'xe and Onio Railway Company. The 
railway company was represented by scch noted lawyers as Judge George F. Edmmds of 
V m n t ,  Judge W i l l h  J. bbertson of Virginia and Judge Jarnes H. Ferguson. Cornelius 
C. Watts tm the case for  the State of West Virginia, including the r eave ry  of $200,090. , 
and established, in ~e mrds  of historian Ceorge W. Atkinson, "the r ight  t o  forever tax, 
not only this railway, but all railroads now and hereafter to be bu i l t  in this State". 

In 1826 Watts was appointed h i t e d  Scates Actorney for  the Distr ict  of West V i r -  
ginia by President Grover Cleveland. Forced to resign that office by President kj& 
Harrison in 1889,kkttts .cra&ctedto the West Virginia Senate in 1890 t o  represent Kanawha 
County. He served in the statd Senate fron 1891 mtil mid-1893 thm he was re-appointed 
United Sta te  Attorney for  Kest Virginia by President Cleveland. He resigned as U.S. 
Attorney in 1896 in order to accept the m h a t i o n  of the m c r a t i c  Party f o r  Governor 
of West Virginia. Cornelius C. Watts put on a spir i ted o m t o r i a l  c q a i g n ,  aided 
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by incurbent Govemor William A. MacCorkle, but lost  in the general election 
to Republican nominee Gemge W. Atkinson, also of Ikmiha County. Atkinson' s 
plurality over Watts was  a mdest 12,070 votes. 

After retir ing from active political l i f e ,  "General" Watts (as he was 
krm fron his term as Attorney General) resumed his legal and business activit ies.  
-& was also a prominerit sport-, breeding and racing horses. He maintained a 
stock of approximately 50 brood mares, stallions, and colts. In 1907 his horse, 
"General Watts III", won the world's trotting record and held it for three years. 

h n g  Cornelius Watt's many legal and business affairs one of the m s t  
s i w i c a n t  was his organization of the Coal River and Western Railway Company 
.Nhi& opened up rich timber and coal lands in the f i r s t  decade of the twentieth 
c n t ' q .  

In 1926 the Charleston Bar  Association honored Cornelius C. Watts, along - 
with four ofier prominent attorneys, as the leaders in the Charleston legal 
profession for m r e  than f i f ty  years. Cornelius Watts died a t  "Breezenxmt" on 
Yay 28, 1930 a t  the age of 82, four mxrths before his old friend and associate 
Willian A. MacCorkle. 

Of the s ix  children of Cornelius C. Watts and his wife Ella Shumate Watts, 
*e yomgest, J. Blackburn Watts, raised a t  "Breezemnt", was also an individual 
of sonte prcmkence. J. Blackburn Watts was elected Prosecuting Attorney of 
Kanawha County in 1936 and re-elected ir, 1940, serving 1937 to 1945. In 1944 he 
was a lkmcratic candidate for Governor of West Virginia, receiving 8% of the vote 
and d g  th i rd  in a f ie ld of four strong candidstes. 

2. "Breezemnt" was constructed c. 1905 for Cornelius C. Watts, atop 
Watts Hill,  on land purchased by Watts in 1883. Watts had formerly mintained a 
dwelling, or s u r r x ~ ~  residence, on his large estate here unt i l  the construction of 
the s tme  residence he named "Breezemxlt" (a n a e  the residence shares with the 
city street  facing the property). h c a l  tradition has it that Watts was prompted 
to  build this  imposing edifice by his friendly rivalry with f o m  Governor William 
A. MacCorkle, whose elegant mansion "Sunrise" (entered on the National Register of 
Historic Places July 24, 1974) had been finished, overlooking downtown Charleston, 
i n  1905. The house was constiucted by prominent local buildgrs Fbbert 14. and 
Edward S. Conker. 

"Breezemnt" is a fine example of vernacular Meo-Classical Revival archi- 
tecture, a style popular amng Charleston's prominent familes of that era. (For a 
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detailed description, see Section 7). At the of its completion, "Breezemnt" 
was one of Charleston's mst elegant and, indeed, mst prominent residences, 
corman&g as it did (and continues to) a panoramic view of both Charles ton's 
downtown area and 'best side", and being visible to mch of Chuleston. Since 
that tine, m y  of the elegant Neo-Classical Revival holIEs that once graced 
Charleston have been destroyed. Thus, "Breezarrmt" stands as one of the few re- 
mining exmples of vernacular Neo-Classicism in Nest Virginia's capital city, 
and as one of Charleston's mst enduring landmarks. 



Atkinson, George W. and Gibbons, Alvaro F. , Fmminent Men --- of West Virginia, Wheeling 
W.Va., W.L. Collin, 1890. 

Charles& Xrectory, .lgO7. Parkersburg, W.Va. , Barnes Publishing, 1907. 
Charleston Gazette, Charleston, W.Va. , May 29, 1930. 

0 Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrang!e name Lbr les ton .  West Virginia 
UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 - ~/LW 

"W I - L L L d  
Zone Easting 

Verbal boundary description and justification The nominated property includes l o t  ii142, 
Charleston West, Map 15, revised 1979, Office of the Kanasvha County Assessor, 
West Virginia. 

L i s t  all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

nameititle Iichael J. Pauley, Historian and Rodne~S.Collins.-nrim 
Historic Preservation Unit 

organization -- W.Va. Dept. of Culture and History date January 15, 1981 
Science and Cultural Center 

street 8 number Capitol bmplex telephone 3_0 348-0244 

city or town Charlestun state West Virglnia 

% 2, State H i s t o r i c  Preservation Officer Certifica4hn 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 
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Callins, Rodney S . ,  " H i s t o r y  of the General Watts House,"  Up arcd Down the ---- 
V a l l e v ,  Vo l .  111, I%. 3, Kanawha V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  and P r e s e r v a t i o n  Society, - 
Ckurlestsn, W.Va., April, 1977.  

H a d e s *  ' s  West - virginii C o u n t i e s ,  Vol .  4, Richmd, W.Va., (1882),  1973.  
Xanawha County &edboks, C b r l e s t o n ,  W.Va. 
Laidley, w .S .; H i s t o r y  of Charleston' and K a m w h a  County, Chicago, Ill., - 

Ridnrond-mid, 1911, 
Foss, W i l l i a m  R., P o l i t i c a l  Almanac of W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  University, -- 

?brgantown, W.Va., 1958.  
K a t t s ,  C o r n e l i u s  C., R e p o r t s  of t h e  C a s e s  Argued in the Supreme Court of Appeals -- -- -- 

of @st V i r g i n i a ,  West V i r g i n i a  R e p r t s ,  Vol .  19 ,  S w ~ d  E d i t i o n ,  C h a r l e s t o n ,  -- 
W.Va., 1901 .  






