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1. Name 
historic " B l a k d e y  " 

and/or common Washhgton-chew-FlxM%user H o m e  

2, hecation 

street 8 number mu* 13/3 - not for publication 

city, town Charles ' Ibr~n + vicinity of congressional district S - Y ~  

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public - occupied - agriculture - musi3um 
3 building(s) 2 private - unoccupied commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in prcgress educational X private residence 
- site Pubiic Acquisition Accessible - entertainment religious 
- object - in process X yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestrictad - industrial - transportation 
- no - military other: 

street & number pal&? 1 R ~ D  - & x 2 ~ i  C ! ~ f k < % - n _  
citv. town Charles Toin - vicinitv of state West V k c r i n i a  %-?Lt/,Y 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.Jeffascn coa*use 
- 

street & number Washinston and Pbrth Georqe Streeks 

citv, town Charles Town state West Virc j in ia  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title -- X has :his propem been determined elegible? - yes - no 

date - __ federa{ - stale -- county - local I 
i 

depcsitory for survey records I 
city, town state 

, - 
I . .$ 
t 



7 ,  Description 

Condition 
-, 

Check one Check one 
LL exceilent -- deteriorated - unaltered X original site 

good - ruins -L altered m o v e d  date 
fair - unexposed 

-- 

Describe t h e  present and original ( i f  known) physical appearance 

i3W<elq is situated on a gnaU rise that is the focal p i n t  of an eleven axe, neatly 
lards=@ plot. Large bushes a d  stately spruce and p p l a r  trees are  laid in symnetrical 
ptten?s dong the borders of the gently miq driveway &&t leads both to the side and 
fmnt entrances of Blakeley. Blakeley is situated on the south side of County I b u k  
13,'3 (a road that has existed since a t  l eas t  1820) and faces across the small valleyof the 
>:ortl- mrk of hills-kin Fiun Creek near Charles Town in Jefferson County, W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  
E c i q  Bwdey frat the mrth side of the valley is the s t a u y  mansion of Claymnt 
G'1~~r.t. 

Bhkeley w a s  constructed in 1820 by John A. Washington 11. A s  originally con- 
sCsuc+& it was a bm story msonry building with a cpble roof, - and two end 
&imeys. Easically Federal in style, the front facade of Blakeley w a s  three bays 
In f ae s t r z t i on ,  w i t h  a one story, four columned portico e~tending £ram the central 
h y -  A limestone foundztion supports th2 house. There was a story open p r c h  on 

=st end of the main build* and to the west is a d e t a c b t  fzo story masonry 
"guest fmuse" , attachel! to the rrrain hi ldmg by a one story level stone wall with an 
zcked opening. To the rear of the "guest house" is a one story stcne spring buse 
w i t h  a pyrarzidal roof, that  was constructed a t  the same time a s  the m a i n  building. 
Originally the roof of BMeley was  made of wxden shingles, D.2 front  entrance to the 
min b a a  w a s  a rather or5nar-y door sunmunted by a r e c L e a r  transan. The original 
=in r ~ i d e . x e  of Blakeley contained eight rooms, exclusive of the central hallways 
on h-L £lfloors. 

Blakelq  burn& in WvEmber of 1864, The roof wzs cap le t e ly  destroyed in this fire, 
as MU& of the second floor except for the outer walls. Excepting smke an3  w a t e r  
ch~age, the first floor w a s  -ed, Richard B. Washington, Blakeley ' s  mer a t  the 
t h e ,  r e b L L t  the k n e d  p r t i ~ n  of the house on the same plan as the original,  though 
t h e  rwE -NPS r s ~ k c d  mt by W but by metal. 

The 1943 rek&ilitation of the b ~ e  by R a p n d  J.  user included the rehabizita- 
~"OP --of the l h d y  finished interior  wzdmrk, the hanging of glass chandeliers in ths 
rain r m ,  ramVal of the second floor of the eastend open p r c h  and enclosing the 
fisst flcor of the prcfn, converting it to a solarium. A t w  story masonry ell w a s  
added t~ the eastern section of the Mse, and the three h y  fenestration was extended 
to a five bay, on?, each of the double-sash w i i i  being s m u n -  ky stone lintels 
aid f lanker3 by lowered shutters. By far the mst stciking aspect of Funkhouser 's 
rehabilitation w a s  the raval of the one story prtico a t  the front  facade and its replace- 
m-it by a tim stcry, decked three bay pr t im,  supprted * four Rcmm Ibric 
co1mm.s and tm pilasters. The front  entrance also ~ k i l e d ,  transom over 
the 2Dor bang replaced by an e l ip t ica l  fan light and side fights added. The door's 
lock was returned to itzi original box lock. 2% gabled m f  was retained, Wugh 
mmsrtfil tO standing seam mtal fm the 1864 tin, a d  has " s d i x d s " .  In keeping 
with E'mjC;.muser's "Period" rehabilitation, the grad .tiere ~mdscaped in a I;lore fo-l 
rimer +-I had previously been the case, and an i-on -st inserted a t  the  beg- 

walkway lea* to the side, o r  east, entrarce. 

A t  the rear of the house, the addition of a s ~ r y  e l l  created a two sided 
murtyclifd is sl ightly elevated and paved w i t h  h ick .  The d e n ,  rear doorway 
is original. 
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B h k e l e y ,  sit in its historic environment, is a g o d  example of a "period 
rern--tion" that, despite m e  major alterations, retains the basic historic 
fabric and features and is rempizable as w e l l  as recognized by all as a historic 
landmark. 



- 
8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance-Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -- community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
-. 1400-1 499 - archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 

1E00-1599 - agriculture - economics - litera!ure - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 - architecture - education - military - social/ 

1700-1799 - art engineering - music -x- humanitarian 
- 1800-1899 - commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy - theater 
2 1900- - communications - industry X - politics!government - transportation 

- invention 2- other~(specify) 
-- Local History 
Spec3ic dates 1820 1864 1943 BuiidenArchitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

"i3hkeley" is significant as having been h e  to a succession of prominent Jeffer- 
scri Comty f ainilies that have m n t r i h t e d  sigmficantly to the history and developent 
of b t h  Jefferson County and the State of W e s t  I7iqinia.l "BMeley" is also  signi- 
ficant as an irnprtant and r w z e d  landmrk in the carrarmnity, and as  be- an 
m r t a n t  local examp e of historic rehabilitation as it w a s  viewed in the earlier 
part of th is  century. 3 

Explanatory Notes 

Blakeley was hilt in 1820 by John Augustine Washiiigton 11, a great-nephew of 
P r s iden t  George Washington, a t  the same time as  his brother Bushrod Corbin Washington 
bas building C l a p n t  Court which faces Blakeley across the mall  valley of Bullskin 
m;n. As originally constrxLd, the h e  w a s  not a pretentious one and was not 
meant a s  a r i va l  to the f a r  grander r laymnt Court. The reason for  this is that 
John A. Washiqton I1 was ful ly  aware that he w a s  in l ine to inher i t  Wunt Vernon, 
then amed by his childless uncle Justice Bushrod Washing-bn. John A. Washhgbn' s 
11 kwo sons, John A. Wadungton 111 and R i & d  B l a w  Washington, were both born 
a t  BldKelsy. - In 1829 John A. Washiq-bn I1 inherited Mount V m n  on Justice Bushrod 
Kasi.Lir?cjton1s death and m e d  there, although he conL&ued to use Blakeley a s  a part- 
tims residence and h i s  wife Jane seems to have s p t  mst of her tiine i n  residerce 
a t  Elakeley. y p n  the death of John A, Waskington I1 a t  Fount V m n  in 1832, his 
eld= son John A. Washington 111 inherited munt  Vermn and the younger son Richard 
E. Washuq-bn inherited Blakeley, though it conLLiiued to be a&nini.stcred by his mther 
Jane who Lived there un t i l  her death in 1855. John A. Washington I11 was the l a s t  
Washington owner of lcbunt Vernon, se3h.q it in 1858-59 to the Pbmt TJernon Ladies 
Association. John A. Washiiqton 111 w a s  killed a t  Elicwater, Va. (now WV) on Septembes 
13, 1861 W e  serving as aid&-- .to General Fabert E. Lee. He was the f i r s t  
rdtiona.3.ly b w n  figure to be kil led fighting for the Confderacy and his death had 
a strong psychologicd e£f ec t  on many ,4mericans, both Wrth  and South. 

Richard Blackbum Waslungton, living a t  Blakeley, had m i e d  his cousin Christian 
Washington of H a r e w o o d  in 1844. They mntinued to reside a t  Blakeley after the death 
t l e r e  i n  1855 of Richard's rrother Jane. Richard Wasiz'mg"!anwas a maker of the "posse'! 
that pursued sane of John Brocm's raiders in 1859 is suppssed to ham shot and 
k i l l &  one af +hem. When Pichard' s krotzler John was killed in 1861, John' s eight 
orphaned children came to l ive  a t  Blakeley w i t t i  their mcle, w b  already ha6 seven 
childr~,? of his own, In February of 1864 Blakeley's rm5 c3ught fire and in resulting 
conflageration the roof and mst of the semnd floor Fiere des-troyed, along w i t h  mst 
of the families clothes and many of the furnishings. R i d ? z d  Washington rebui l t  the 
burned upper floor on the original plan and he and his family conti'~ued to struggle 
on there unt i l  1875. They had l o s t  much of their livestock and property during the 
w a r  and t ha t ,  coupled with the cost of rebuildiArlg and the geEerally depressed conditions 
inmediately followirg the w a r ,  mde life diff icult .  Richmrd B. Washington did, how-, 
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have the wherewithal1 to be one of t m  individuals s h ,  i n  1869, successfully pressed 
an injunction tha t  stopped the radical  County Eoard of Supervisors from se l l ing  a t  
pllblic auction the h is tor ic  Charles Town Courthouse and J a i l  (entered on the National 
Register of X i s t o r i c  Plzces, July 10, 1973) . I n  1875 Richard B. Washington bas forced 
to sell Blakeley and he and his wife & family mved to her old of H a r e .  

The purchaser of Blakeley in 1875 was Louise k n t a i n e  IL'askhgton Chew, niece of 
Richarc! B. Washington. Mrs. Chew, besides being a Washington, had another, m r e  
personal, reason f o r  wishing to see Blakeley kept i n  the Washington family; she had 
been married a t  Blakeley in 1871 to the dashing Colonel mer Preston Chew. Rqer 
Preston Chew, generally referred to a s  R. Preston Chew, had been the ccarnnander of 
Jefferson County's only artillaty un i t  i n  the Confederate Army, known a s  "Chw's Battery". 
H e  began the  w a r  as a captain and rose to be a lieutenant colonel. According to Bushong 
". . .Chew's Battery w a s  engaged in mre skirmishes and bat t les  thdn any battery i n  the  
e n t i r e  Confederate army." A t  the close of h o s t i l i t i e s  Col. R.Preston Chw was in m m d  
of al l  the h c ~ e  a r t i l l e r y  of the Army of Northern Virginia. After the w a r  and his 
marriage in 1871 (related a b v e )  Col. Chew engaqed successfully i? farining and business 
enterprizes ,including headrng up the Charles Town ~Xning, >'manufacturing aqd lirrprovemerlt 
w y  whi& founcied the town of Ranson, WV. Col. Cnew also servd  on the c i t izen ' s  
camnittee that oversaw, in  1896, the f i r s t  experiiient a t  rura l  f r ee  mil delivery i n  the 
Ifnit& States. That his fellcw =fa- Countians held Col .Chew i n  high esteem is evidenced 
by the f a c t  that they elected him three times to represent Jefferson County i n  the 
W I T  House of Delegates, his t a m  of off i c e  spanning 1884 to 1891. 

Blakeley was sold in 1892 to John Burns, a prominent local fanner and cormunity 
leader who is mentioned in several loca l  his-tories a s  playing inprtant roles  i n  
Jefferson County social  and po l i t i ca l  history. 

In  1943 the property passed to the praminmt busiressnan and philanthropist Rayrmnd 
J. Funkfouser (1888-1968). Funkhouser, who is reaspnsible for  the changes (discussed 
below) t h a t  have been m d e  to Blakeley, was a m t i v e  West VFrginian who, born i n  poverty, 
had r i sen  to great wealth, being the own- of the 0' Sullivan W C o q .  , the Fmkhouser 
Company and the V i c t o r  Products Corp. H e  had mvd to Jefferson County in 1939 and was, 
in 1943, residing a t  nearby C l a p f i t  Court. Funjcbuser mdertmk the restoration of 
Claymnt Court, Blakeley, and a n- of othsr of Lye great  Jefferson County hmes 
associated w i t h  the Washington family. He a lso  founded the Blakeley Bank & Trust compa '̂~y 
i n  Ranson and gave large sums of mney toward the building of a new hospital  for the 
munty (heading its Building and Finance Cormittee) ard! to Alclerson-Broaddus College, 
one of whose major buildings is named for  him. R.J.  Funkhouser was a strong candidate 
f o r  the  U.S. Senate in 1942, receiving 23.9% of the vote i n  the Republican primary and 
losing to Chapan Revercamb (who m n  the general elect ion) .  In  1944 he sought the 
governorship of West Virginia and ran a very strong race, receiving 39.3% of +Ae Repub- 
l i a  primary i;fl a four m a n  race, though losing the election. Rznjchouser also owned a 
prominent county newspaper, -- The Jefferson Republican, frcm 1942 uqtil 1955. After 
FunktY>userls "rehabili tation" of Blakeley, it was ocmiied f a  a number of years by 
his son Jus t in  Funkbuser. 
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2 .  Eldieley has been recognized as an Linprtant historic landmark on both the state 
ad Lccal level. In 1937 a W e s t  Virginia state historic highway marker was erected 
&cross f r o m  the b u s e  acknowledging the histcxic nature of Blakeley. It has, i n  
a G c b - k m ,  kul off ic ia l ly  designated a Jefferson Count;,. Historic Ladmark by the 
Jefferson County Iaii&arks carmission, and was presated w i t h  a bronze plaque to 
tiqat effect  in March of 1977. 

3. Whcz SMe1e-y was purchased in 1943 by RaymnC! J. Funkbuser it was in  a sane- 
w:?;i~ run & ~ m  cordt ion,  as were a nmkr of the other great "Washington bmes" of 
Jefferson County. M r .  EVrkbuser ,  a s  mentioned al=ove, was a fian of great personal 
wealth and iiiense civic pride. H e  undertook the "restorztion" of these homes, especially 
C l a p n t  Court and Blakeley , with his  rn personal fwds . W h i l e  the work done on 
t 3 a 7 p n t  Court was a careful rehabilitation of that great zrchitectural masterpiece, 
F~nkhouser took mre liberties w i t h  Blakeley, apparantly feeling that the rather 
~ d e s t  facade of Biakeley was not compatible wit!! tho m~ch grander one of C l a p n t  Court 
(w-hich it faces across Bullskin Run) and the rather elevated concept of what a "Washing ton 
h i '  s b u l d  be. Furkbuser was apparantly infected w i t 5  the "Williarnsburg syndrame" then 
a5 its height; i.e. that  historic preservation consisted of r e s t o r i q  o r  reconstruct iq  
k i l d i r ~ g s  'a mnform to some preccnceived notion of a particular "pr iod"  or "style" 
&l;d " f reez iq"  the building in time. Accordingly, -user had the rather rrodest 
o:?e s k 1 y  p r t i c o  of Blakeley r a v e d  and replacd by the inpsiy ,  though elegant, 
t m  s'ory Greek Revival p r t i c o ,  s m u n t d  lq a balhstrade, vAich graces the facade 
t&y. A one story side porch was enclosed for use as a study, the second story porch 
rmoved. The interior  features of Blakeley were rdmbiiitated a t  great expense, yet  
hzre the rehabilitation folluwed much m r e  closely the original appxance  of the features. 
The f m n t  entrance, which had been a rather mdest  doormy s m m t d  by a rectmgular 
transan, was replaced by a "period" door flanked by secp.ent& sidelights and s m u n t e d  
by a rather e l a b r a t e  fanlight. The entrance =s re-dcne i n  LLhis bay i n  order to make 
it mre c ~ + i b l e  w i t h  the elegant reco~nstructed facade. 

In  swmary, Blakeley was rehabilitated th i r tye igh t  years ago to ac-ate a 
m r e  grandious living style and i n  mnner that k c i f i e s  i d a d s  and p a c t i c e s  in historic 
preservation of that era. 



Bus:mng, Millard K., Historic Jefferson County, Cass P u b l i s ~  Co., Boyce, Va., c. 1972 -- 
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Acreage of nominated property 8 & acres 

Quadrangle name addleway, blV 
UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 70 rQClQ 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
Beginning a t  t h e  southeas t  corner  where J e f f e r s o n  County Route 131'3 meets Blakeley p r i v a t e  

road ,  thence  due south fol lowing t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of s a i d  p r i v a t e  road (which i s  bordered 
by a fence/High Hedge) 300 f e e t  t o  where t h e  p r i v a t e  road meets ano the r  f ence ,  thence  due 

List all s ta tes  and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

Historic Preservation Unit 
organization WV Dqt. of Cu l tu re  & Histom date January 20, 1980 

Science & Culture Center 
street 8 number Cap i to l  m l e x  telephone 303/348-0240 

city or town Charleston state Nest V i r g i n i a  

12. State H i s t o r i c  Preservation Officer Certifieaf ion 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 2 state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservaticn Act of 1966 (Public 89- 
that it has been evaluated 

according to the criteria and procedures set fo eciea!ion Service. 

1 hereby certify that this property is inc!uded in the National Register - - 1 
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;&fason Coul~Q- Historical Society, - The Washington -- H o m e s  of Jefferson County, 
Charles Town, WV, 1975 

"Oral 1ntervie;~ w i t h  D r .  John A. Washington" by Michael Pauley, Hare&,  Charles 
'IGwL, Novd-  24,  1980. 

EGG, Nilliam R., political ~ ~ m a n a c  -- of West Virginia, W e s t  Virginia University, 
Yorcjar~tawn, hTJ 1958 

The ~ & r i  t of Jefferson Ac.3mxte "Blakeley Present& Plaque, " Charles Town, WV, - 
PI=ch 2, 1977 

S bt:sr, &d B. , West Virginia in the Civil War, Education Foundation, Inc. , 
.---- 

Charleston, WV 1966 

I t a  10, Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  .... con t inua t ion  

west 600 f e e t  fol lowing s a i d  f ence  t o  i t s  terminus a t  ano the r  fence ,  thence  due 
n o r t h  200 f e e t  fo l lowing  s a i d  f ence  t o  i t s  junc t ion  w i t h  another  f ence  ( l o c a t e d  
parallel with t h e  f i r s t  contour l i n e  south  of t h e  county rou te )  thence 500 f e e t  
a l o n g  said fence/contour  l i n e  t o  t h e  po in t  of o r i g i n :  enc los ing  approx ina t ly  8% 
acres t h a t  is  the  h i s t o r i c  seeting of Blakeley. 
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