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1 Name 

hlstOrtc -- l'Bevnrhy'!- "Bul Lskjn" ; . Stephenson-Whi ting A r n s  Farm 

and or common 

2. Location 

street & number U. S. Route 340 - - not for publication 

citv. town 
Charles Town 

state West V i r g i n i a  code 54 countv Je f fe rson  code 037 - . - - - - - . 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

district - public 
X building(s) 3 private 
- structure - both 
-- site Public Acquisition 

object N/& process 
being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
- work in progress 
Accessible 
L yes: restricted 
-. yes: unrestricted 
- no 

- 

Present Use 
X agriculture 

commercial 
educational 

- entertainment - 
government 
industrial 
militarv 

- museum 
- park 
-& private residence^^ 
- religious - - --- : 

- scientific 
- transportation 
- other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mrs. John P. Burns 

citv, town Charles Town X- vicinitv of stat, West V i  r g i  n i  a 
~ ~ 

5. Location of Legal Descri~tion 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Je f fe rson  County Courthouse 

street & number Was h i  ngton and George S t  w e t s  

city, town Char1 es Town state West V i  r a i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
H i  s t o r i  c Resources Survey, 

title C h a r l ~ q  Tnwn Ry - Pa<< Prnj~ct: - has this property been determined eligible? L yes no 

Paul D. Marshal l  & Associates 
date 1980 federal X state - county -- local -- --- --- 

depositoryforsurveyrecords H i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion  U n i t ,  W.  Va. Dept. o f  Cu l tu re  & H i s t o r y  
- - - - - - - - - 

city, town Char1 es ton West V i  rgi n i  a 
-- --a - 



7. Description - 
* - 

~btd i t ion  Check one C h c k  one 
2 excellent - deterlorated - unaltered -- X original site 
- good - ruins X altered moved date -NLA 
- fair - unexposed 

- -- -- _ -- _- -_ 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

"Beverley" i s  the seat o f  an over 400-acre working farm t h a t  i s  t raversed by 
B u l l s k i n  Run. The seat o f  the  farm i s  located on a  small r i s e  near a loop i n  
B u l l s k i n  Run, over looking U. S. Route 340, some three m i les  south o f  Charles Town, 
county seat  o f  Je f fe rson County, West V i r g i n i a .  

The "Beverley" farm has been a  working a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n i t  s ince 1750 and was, 
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  century o f  i t s  ex is tence known as "Bu l lsk in" .  the  nominated s i t e  
inc ludes f i v e  b u i l t  s t ruc tures ;  the main residence, two stone outbu i ld ings ,  a  
wooden garage, and a  small concrete shed. A1 1  b u t  the l a t t e r  date t o  the  p r e - C i v i l  
War era. The narrow lane t h a t  leads from U. S. Route 340 t o  the  "Beverley" complex 
was, i n  the  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  19 th  c e n t u r i e s  a  t o l l  road. O r i g i n a l l y ,  " B u l l s k i n "  
conta ined over 1,000 acres. It had s e t t l e d  a t  approximately 430 by 1870, and 
remains a t  t h a t  f i g u r e  today. 

The main residence a t  "Beverley" was constructed c. 1800 by Beverley Whi t ing on 
t h e  s i t e  of a  previous, c. 1760 stone residence. The b u i l d i n g  i s  b a s i c a l l y  Federal 
i n  design, though w i t h  l a t e  Georgian inf luences, being a  two s t o r y  s ide  gabled 
masonry b u i l d i n g  on a  ra ised stone foundation. Two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys r i s e  
above each gable end. The main u n i t  of t he  house, the  cours ing o f  which i s  Flemish 
bond, i s  f i v e  bays wide, w i t h  windows on bo th  f i r s t  and second l e v e l s  a t  each bay 
(except  the entrance way). The windows were o r i g i n a l l y  12 over 12 panes, b u t  were 
a l t e r e d  i n  the  mid-19th century t o  6 over  6. - Jack arches, i n  the  form o f  so ld ie red 
b r i c k s ,  surmount each- window. The west end o f  t he  house once had f o u r  window 
openings, b u t  these were br icked i n  du r ing  e a r l y  1930's renovations. The corn ice  
b e l t  i s  handsomely dent i la ted ,  wh i l e  the  standing seam metal roo f  has ornamental 
"snow b i rds " .  The f r o n t  entrance door, f lanked by s i d e l i g h t s  and w i t h  a  
rec tangu lar  o v e r l i g h t ,  i s  reached by seven steps t h a t  r i s e  t o  a  one s tory ,  s i n g l e  
bqy p o r t i c o ,  upheld by four  Dor ic  columns and crowned by a  wooden spindle- type 
ba l l us t rade .  There i s  a lso a  r e a r  one s to ry  entrance por t ico .  To the  east  s ide  o f  
t h e  residence the re  i s  a  k i t c h e n  wing add i t i on ,  two s t o r i e s  b u t  s l i g h t l y  smal ler  
than the  main u n i t ,  t h a t  r e p l i c a t e s  the masonry course, window arrangement and 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t he  main un i t .  A one s tory ,  rounded enclosed veranda a t  t h i s  end 
i s  an e a r l y  1930's add i t ion .  The house has a  t o t a l  o f  nine rooms. The i n t e r i o r  i s  
r i c h  i n  o r i g i n a l  woodwork, i n c l u d i n g  window molds, de1 i c a t e l y  carved mantles, door 
surrounds. A d e l i c a t e  spindle s ta i r case  r i s e s  t o  the second f l o o r ,  w i t h  a  small 
land ing before  i t s  return.  There are  c e n t r a l  ha1 lways a t  bo th  f i r s t  and second 
l e v e l  s. Several p o r t r a i t s  o f  former res idents  grace the wal l  s. 

Both eas t  and west o f  t he  residence stand one s tory  gable roofed stone 
o u t b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  date from 1760 a t  the l a t e s t  and were constructed by Richard 
Stephenson as p a r t  o f  the o r i g i n a l  "Bu l l  sk in"  farm. The stone ou tbu i l d ings  are  
i d e n t i c a l  i n  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  ( rec tangu la r )  and both have standing seam gable r o o f s  
and an end chimney. The west o u t b u i l d i n g  i s  the  one i n  most o r i g i n a l  cond i t ion ,  
w i t h  i t s  massive stone chimney i n t a c t ,  wh i l e  the  chimney on the  east  ou tbu i l d ing  
has been replaced by one o f  b r i c k .  Both b u i l d i n g s  have narrow c e n t r a l  entrance 
doors. Above the  door o f  the  west o u t b u i l d i n g  i s  a  small oval window, wh i l e  above 
the  door o f  t h e  eas t  b u i l d i n g  i s  a  rec tangu la r  narrow 6 l i g h t  window. The e a s t  



OUB No. 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
E x p i r e s  1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7  

Cmt'i'i'&it';$nrsP&" J e f f e r s o n  C o u n t y ,  West  V i r f f i  [tern ninn& a 7 page 2 

o u t b u i l d i n c  h a s  a  s r . a l l  b e l f r y  f o r  c a l l i n g  t h e  d i n n e r  h o u r .  3 0 t h  
b u i l d i n ~ s  h a v e  a  s i n g l e  window o n  e a c h  s i d e  f a c a d e .  The  w e s t  o u t b u i l d i n g  
s e r v e d  a s  a  s c h o o l  f o r  a  t i m e  d u r i n c  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  a n d  e a r l y  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r i e s .  Due t~ t h e i r  a f e ,  t h e s e  s t o n e  o u t b u i l d i n c s  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  
l i s t e d  a s  J e f f e r s o c  C o m t y  Y i s t o r i c  L a n d ~ a r k s ,  

I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  i n  p a s s i n e  t h e t  t h e  G r e e k  R e v i v a l  p o r t i c o ,  m e n t i o n e d  
a b o v e  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  b u i l d i n g ,  i s  t h o u g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
a d d e d  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

I m n e d i a t l y  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  i s  a  o n e  s t o r y  g a b l e  r o o f  
wooden s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  now s e r v e s  a s  a  g a r a g e .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  i t  was  a 
s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  i s  s o m e t i n e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  o n  t h e  f a r n  as  t h e  " s l a v e  
k i t c h e n " .  I t  h a s  b o a r d  a n d  r a i s e d  b a t t e n  wood s i d i n g  a n d  d e c o r a t i v e  
woodwork  i n  t h e  e a v e s  o f  t h e  gable e n d s .  T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  
c . 1 8 4 0  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  c o m p l e x .  

T h e r e  i s  a  o n e  s t o r y  c i n d e r  b l o c k  i c e  h o u s e  w i t h i n . 3 h . e  n o ~ i n a p e d  a r e a  
t h ? - t  i s  l e s s  t h a z  f i f t y  y e ? - r s  0 1 2 ,  l o c a t e d  t o  t k e  o f  s h e  o t h e r  
b u i l d i n g s  m e n t i o n e d .  It i s  n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g  i n  n a t u r e .  

- 
: T h e r e  a r b ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o u r  c o n t r i b u t i n ~  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  o n e  n o c - c o n t r i b u -  

t i c &  s t r u c t u r e s  v i t h i n  t h e  n o m i n a t e d  a r e a .  

The  g r o u n d s  a r o u n d  t h e  z a i n  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  l a n d s c a p e d  a n d  c o n t a i n  
l a r g e  s t a t e l y  t r e e s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  a m b i a n c e  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t : ; .  

" 3 e v e r l e ; r "  i s  o n e  o f  Z e f f e r s o n  C o u c t y ' s  i m p o r t a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
l a n d n a r k s ,  t h e  s e a t  o f  a n  i n p o r t a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n p l e x  o f  h i s t o r i c  
i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  a c d  o n e  t h a t  2 r o v i d e s  a  s e n s e  o f  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  
c o n t i n u i t y  w i t h  the c o u n t y ' s  p a s t .  



Period 
--- prehistoric 

1 400-1 499 
lSO(F.1599 

__ 1600-1699 
_ x  1700-1799 
x 180&1899 -- 

-_ 1900- 

-- - - - - -  

Specific dates 

Armas of Signifitanca-Check mnd justify bdow 
-_- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture --_ religion 
-- archeology-historic conservation - law -- science 
- - agriculture .- economics . literature - _-_ sculpture 
X. architecture _ education _ military - - social1 

- art eng~neering --- music humanitarian 

- commerce explorationisettlement _. philosophy -- theater 
communtcations tndustry - politics government transportation 

invention ; X oJher.(s 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

" ~ e v e r l e y "  i s  located on a small r i s e  overlooking Bu l l  sk in  Run and nearby Route 
340, approximately three mi les  south o f  Charles Town, i n  Jef ferson County, West 
V i rg in ia .  I t i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  as being an exce l len t l y  preserved example o f  Federal 
pe r iod  a rch i tec tu re  w i t h  Greek Revival embellishment i n  a r u r a l  set t ing,  as wel l  as 
f o r  having stone outbuild'ings from the Colonial period.1 It i s  a l s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
f o r  having been home t o  a succession o f  l o c a l l y  prominent fami l ies .  ! 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

1 "Beverley" has been the s i t e  o f  a farm i n  r u r a l  Jefferson County since 
1750. The o r i g i n a l  house on the property was constructed i n  1760 o f  limestone, as 
were two major outbui ldings, which are s t i l l  extant. The residence i s  a f i ne ,  
i n t a c t  example o f  Federal per iod arch i tec ture ,  set  i n  a r u r a l  environment. It has, 
i n  fact ,  been the ru ra l  seat o f  a la rge  farming operat ion f o r  nearly two 
centuries. The arch i tec ture  o f  the residence, as wel l  as the other bu i ld ings  a t  
"Beverley" are .described i n  d e t a i l  i n  Part  7 o f  t h i s  document. 

-- 
2 ~ h e  s i t e  o f  what i s  now "Beverley" was purchased from Lord Fa i r fax  i n  1750 

by Richard Stephenson. During the course o f  the next  decade, Stephenson 
constructed a stone residence, two stone outbui ldings, and other fam- re la ted  
s t ruc tures and p u t  i n t o  operat ion the farming business t h a t  s t i l l  operates here. 
It i s  not known exact ly  when the two extant  stone outbui ld ings were constructed, 
bu t  they were ce r t a i n l y  standing by 1760. These are among the o ldest  ex tant  
s t ruc tures i n  West Virg in ia.  Richard Stephenson was the fa ther  o f  seven ch i ldren,  
two of whom rose t o  prominence i n  the  Revolutionary War. Colonel John Stephenson 
served w i t h  noted d i s t i nc t i on ,  but  i t  was h i s  brother, Colonel Hugh Stephenson who 
i s  b e t t e r  remembered. He had served previously i n  the French and Ind ian Wars and 
i n  Lord Dunnore's War. I n  1775, he was recommended by George Washington t o  comand 
one o f  the two V i rg in ia  r i f l e  companies. Colonel hugh Stephenson l e d  the famous 
"Bee Line March" t ha t  l e f t  from Morgan Springs (near Shepherdstown) on Ju ly  16, 
1775 and marched t o  Cambridge, Massachussets t o  j o i n  the Continental Army, covering 
600 m i  l e s  i n  24 days. Colonel Stephenson's ha1 f-brother, Colonel W i  1 l i am Crawford, 
l i v e d  a t  what i s  now "Beverley" f o r  a time, was also a noted Revolutionary so ld i e r  
who was burned a t  the stake by Indians i n  1782. 

The property, known a t  the t ime as "Bul lsk in" ,  passed by purchase from the 
Stephenson fami ly  to  Dr .  John B u l l  i n  1777, and then t o  Beverley Whiting, i n  1795. 
Beverley Whi-tjng was a leading p l an te r  and man o f  a f f a i r s  i n  post-Revolutionary 
Berkeley and Jef ferson Counties, as i s  evidenced by the f a c t  t h a t  he served on the 
f i r s t  grand j u r y  empaneled i n  the newly formed Jef ferson County, being sworn i n  on 
March 9, 1802. The property remained i n  the Whiting fami ly u n t i l  1870, Sometime 
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around 1845 t h e  name of  t h e  f a rm  was changed t o  " B u l l s k f n "  t o  "Beve r l ey " ,  i n  honor 
o f  t h e  f i r s t  Wh i t i ng  owner. Matthew Frame, great-grandnephew o f  Bever ley  Wh i t ing ,  
s o l d  t h e  f a r m  t o  John Burns, a  prosperous farmer e l d e r  i n  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church, 
and member o f  a  p ioneer  Eas te rn  Panhandle f a m i l y .  The p r o p e r t y  has remained w i t h  
t h e  Burns f a m i l y  s i nce  t h a t  t i m e .  

" B e v e r l e y "  i s  unfque i n  t h a t  t h r e e  s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  grounds have been 
o f f i c i a l l y  and sepa ra te l y  des igna ted  as Je f f e r son  County H i s t o r i c  Landmarks; t h e  
two s tone  p re -Revo lu t i ona ry  War p e r i o d  o u t b u i l d i n g s  were so des lgnated,  as was, a  
l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  t h e  res idence .  I n  1980 l lBeverleytt was o f f i c i a l l y  determined t o  be 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces.  I t  I s  a l s o  p a r t  o f  t h e  
Annual T r i -Coun ty  House and Garden Tour sponsored by t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  
and garden c l ubs .  



9. . Major Bibliographical References - - - 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property .-_a=-roS a c  re s 

: ! i d d l e v a y ,  ; ~ . V I .  Quadrangle name --- -- 

UT M References 

Quadrangle scale 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

Beginning at a point on the west bank of the North Fork of Bullskin 3un 
1050 feet north o f  the intersection of U.S. Route 340 and t h e  unimgroved 
r o a d  known as B e v e r l e y  Lane;  t h e n c e  in a l i n e  300 f e e t  due n o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 
- 

state code county code 

1 1 Form Prepared By -- 

nameltitle Michael J. Pauley, H i s t o r i a n  

street & number 4651 V i c t o r i a  Road tele~hone (304)  744-9342 

city or town Char1 eston state lJes t V i  r a i  n i  a 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
- -  

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- - national -. state 3 local 
-- 

As the designated State 
665), I hereby nominate 
according to the criteria 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
' 

title */Po / date F w v  13. 1987 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 
Chid of Registration 

GPO 094-'189 
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I t e n  1 0 .  V e r b a l  Z o u n d a r y  D e s c r i p t i o n  ... 2 

w e s t  b a n k  o f  t h e  2 o r t h  F o r k  o f  3 u l l s k i n  3 u n  t o  %-he re  saf2 3un  t u r n s  
w e s t ;  t h e n c e  i n  a  l i n e  4 0 0  f e e t  d u e  v e s t  2 l o n . z  t h e  s o u t h  b a n k  o f  t h e  
3 o r t h  F o r k  o f  B u l l s k i n  Run ;  t h e n c e  i n  a  l i n e  400 f e e t  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t  
s i d e  o f  a n  u n i m p r o v e d  r o a d  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  s a i d  
r o a d  w i t h  t h e  w e s t  b r a n c h  o f  B e v e r l e y  L a n e ;  t h e n c e  i n  a  l i n e  4 0 0  f e e t  
a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  w e s t  b r a n c h  o f  B e v e r l e y  Lzne  d u e  e a s t  a n d  
a c r o s s  s a i d  Lane  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  b e g i n n i n g ;  e n c o m p a s s i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n c e ,  
i m m e d i a t l y  a d j a c e n t  g r o u n d s  a n d  p r i n c i p a l  h i s t o r i c  d e p e n d e n c i e s .  
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