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1. Rlame

historic . Aspen Hill

and/orcommon ASpen Hill

2. Location

street & number  West Virginia Route 9 — not for publication
city, town Charles Town _X_ vicinity of congressional district Second
state West Virginja code 5i county J=ff=rson code 037
3. Classification
Catagory Ownership Status Present Use
—district —_ public X occupied —__ agriculture — museum
—X_ building(s) _X_private — unoccupied — commercial —  park
— structure —_both —___ work in progress — educational X private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___entertainment —_religious
— object —_in process —X_ yes: restricted —_ governmant — scientific
— being considered ___ yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
S 1) — military —other:

4. Qwner of Properiy

name Mr, and Irs. Fleyéd—Sayder V”ﬁ"v i
street & number  Asvpen Hill, P.0., Box “H ET-

city, town Charles Town —X_ vicinity of state Yest Virazinla 25414

8. Localion of Legal Descrintion

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jefferson County Courithouse

street & number iashington and Georze Straets

city, town Charles Towmnm state West Virginia

P r ) . K o - - 2 o -
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Jefferson County Historic
titte Landrarks Cormission has this property been determined elegible? _X yes ___ no

date 197G —_federal ____ state X county local
c¢/o Dr. John ., Jashinzton
depository for survey records Harewood, d.F.D. 2

city, town Charles Town state Wiest Virginia




g Bescrip*&ion

Condition Check one Check one
—_excelient — deteriorated ____ unaltared -X _original site
X _good —_ruins X altered — _ movad date
— fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Aspen Hill is a detached dwelling originz2lly constructed as a farm-
house. It consists of two distinct major vparts, one an L-shaped brick
szction and the other an a2wnparently oldex Aeoudngular log unit with a more
recent frame extension that attaches it to the main house. The three-bay
front brick vart is two stories nicsh and includes a full basement, while
the cabin is 13 stories (2 loft is abOV\) and the frame conqcctor, which
serves as a kitchen, is ons stor] 2s rmay be said about many features,
roof tywnes are 1auerest1ur in their wvariaty, for 2 hip roof is on the
main brick pcrtion, gables appear st thes 211 and on th2 log unit, and a
shed roof covers the kitchen.

&

b

Brickwork is an intrigulng mixturs of rasgulsr and irregular common
bonding Considering a szemingly hzphazard--perhaps shoddy--coursing on
the south (front) wall west of the wain sntrance, & vuzzle (one that

)

eApands on the interior) emerzes: was this section part of an earlier
building, did it exist as a sevarate "hcuse” at one tirme, or was it a
product of indiscriminate builders? 4 5/1 common bond configuration 1s
standard for the remainder, yet this wall (verhaps the west wall of this
section is similar, but it is covered with siding, so Lrickwork is not
exposed) has only occasional courses of hesaders with sporadic occurrences

~ raln b - 3 =

of Tvom onas to Lthree headers in = wow., Jhnar zlemsnus relatino Lo 1T,
thousgh, including windows, use of jack amrches, and & corbeled cornice, ars
the same as elsewherz, and overall exteri symmetry 1s not impaired.

(

OO
]

Porches are an important feature, st least today, Filling the first-
floor space along the west side (2 much used, modern, screensd-in area)
and providing a sheltered walkway =across the cabin front where the roof
forms an overhang. Far more impressive is a detailed and inviting main
entrance porch A series of wide stepns leads to a large covered area
whose roof 1s supvorted by four fres stonding, fluted Doric columns and
similar vpilasters attachsd to the wall, Athou?n the »ailing is simple,
its slender balusters comvlement & dentil cornice anl broad frieze. Good
provortioning hides what might have been an ove srbearing mzssiveness and
blends the composition into a pleasing introduction to the entrance,

Except for those on the south 2levation and the first-floor room of
a r2ar, windows are all 6/6. Ths excevtions combine with entrance

the east r=

detailing to make both exbterior and intarior a bit out of the ordinary,
for while it is not uncommon to have & thres-nart window composition
akaws o canter door that includes sidelights, here the entire entrance
facads anl norvsh sarler winlew zwa of Thls oynz, et T1oERd vartical
dividers between rain (6/4) and sile (2/2) szsa.

Doors seem everywhere--front, west side and rzar--but only the two-
panel door at the main entrance appears to be orizinal. As with ropf
types, chimneys are of a wvarisily, with inside end placement on north
(rear) and east elevations of the brick house, an outside end chimaey on

its west side, and a large outside stone chimney with orick cap on the
cabhin.

™ J-(‘
Besides the main porch 2nd window desisgn, exterior decorative elemsnus
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include diamond-shaved 1oz ends of the cabin and attractive front
entrance detailing. The latter consicsts of a door«ay surrounded hy
sidelichts =2nd overlight that have horizontal and vertical geometric
vatterns, fluted dividers, vansls benezath sideli~hts, and worksd
corner bhlocks.

The interior of this centar-h2ll, sinxle-piles, L-shaped brick
house is somewhat plain desvite such features zs splayed and panecled
first-floor window reveals. Whils two-ranel Jocrs are apvealing,
their surrounds are simnle and devoid of ornarentation excert for
worked cornev blocks at several first-Iloor ovenings. Only ths south-
west room has a chsir rall, there are no cornices except for that
racently adiad to the certrAW seconi-Iioor stair hall, and nantels

(there 1s 2 fireplace in each of tﬂo six major rooms) are not partic-
ularly distincuished, althoush soms shelves ars built up and that in
the dining room has a paneled undershell and attsched half columns.
Stairs in the main hall and betwesan southwest room and ell are wide
and consist of two runs with landing, but neith=r newel posts novr
balusters ard rails are exceprtional, Tnhnere ars sawn brackets undsr
the treads of the oven-string main stair, Yuch of the door hardvare
is interesting, at least, with sevsral hqviQN retal box locks (=
woolen box lock is on an interior door in the kitchen addition) and
most including keyhole covers and brass knobs.

The loz house (which may have baen an early family dwelling,
outside kitchen or slave/workers' quarters, werhazpns a combination of
second® snd third) is rabther simple on both extszrior ani-interior,
with expossd walls except on the sided west end Cnly the imposing
firevlace along with notching that usss ﬂﬁz"crv-shqvn ends malkss
the structure somewhat unique.

Overall, alterations are nminor and few. Changes for molierniza-
tion purposes have generally bezn accemplisned through srall rear
additions, such as the frare kitchen and bathreonrs enclosad in A
brick Dt*ension ?t the end of the main rall., The orooverty also
ineluiss o Srantisth gentuey chishon coar (sed Tar shovaral), o
newer gairage, and an avproXimately = mile Jiliveray tnat leads to

:X . v‘a - ROU e 9 ™




B, Bignificance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justity beiow

___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning . ___ landscape architecture____ religion
—1400-1459 ____ archeology-historic _____conservation —law ____science
——_1500-1599 __ agriculture —economics —__literature ——_ sculpture
—_1800-1639 _X_ architecture _ education — military — social/
—1700-1799 ____art —__ engineering —___music humanitarian
_X_1800-1389 __ commerce —_exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
— 1902- _____communications - — industry ____politicsigovernment ___ transportation
—_invention . . X other (specity)
Local history
Speacific dates ¢, 1 _Lo Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
Aspen H11l, located north of Charles Town, Jefferson County, West
inz middle group of farmnouses built
the dar between the States in what was a fertile farming area of
a's Hlorthern lMeck Construction of grand nomes attributed to large
~

-
bl

date by which this section hzd become both settled and established. From
that time until the Civil War, three fundarental divisions existead in
rural parts: gentlemen farmers associatsd with an older plantation ecconomy,
moderabely successful yeomen acaulring new estates, and tenant and subsis-
tence farmers, Asven Hill was a product of tne middle group, a rsvresen-
tative example of a good and substantizl home that ¥entitled™ the family to
roint with pride to their middle grade "ransion house.™ Whet adds to the
slgnificance of this particulzr building is its unusual mixture, even
jumble, of construction details that besnezk a struggle to erect a fine
sistance, knowledge of methods, or
iyailability of all necessary materials in pro»er proportions at proper
nes,

ignificance Statement

9}
p)

Explanation of

By around 1750 land surveys, arants, vatents and settlements had
encompasssd a considerable portion of countryside south of the Potoimsc and
west of the Shenandoah rivers., Imvortant Virginiza families whose fortunes
had long been associated with Tidewater and then Piedmont lands were
qgng;ng a new generation into fertile valleys of this once distant region.
h}tnln a few decadles of tne Revolubtionary War, a generation of great
limestone houses that sarved as country s=zats gave way to a new wave of
maenificent brick vlantation-type dwellings. - o

During this wnrocess of exvansion, however, land holdings were sub-
divided and develon=d to an exbtent that first families of taa é;ao vn;e
sending children into othsr professions more oftgn_or~soeiﬂék+é;:um“;ﬁbt
less populated sections. 3oon the interrixture of Soubgerh *gég{oszJe ©
well-to-do Juakers from Pennsylvania ana o Tova numerous Dol LF“;:ugéwwﬁg

= <

JE2ATN pRrrners comainad with lervgs pumbers of tenant subc‘s; ce rke
an? slaves to form a socio-economic stratification tg%t ;;AutggszS{L:rs
layers: at the top, and forming a defined elites, were tﬁoge lar;eLigﬁd
holdgys whose families h=d obtained a position early, at the bagé wer ;
considerable numbar ¥who worked some lands of the gentry or.subs;st d .
smaller plots of fa2ir to marginal acreage, and vetween these was tgaton
2lement of usually hard working and moderately vrosperous farmers who
sougzht to take advantage of each situation to better themselves.

Among the latter was a family named Hurst who, by the 1830s, had
accumulated good land north of the county seat of Charles Town. It does
not appear to have been an early or espacially established family, but it
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had asvirations and sizable landholiings. In fact, Jarss G. Hurst, to
whose heirs Asmen Hil1l Farm vsssed until sold out of farily hands in
1918, even spent 350 for bocks and associated vroso=rty at an 1851 sale.
The Jorn cular ure°% Bevival building uhov had constructed, verhsns
around 1840, was even raferred to as the "mansion house”™ in an 1°70
settlenent of Captain Hurstfs estate. This reference indicates an
avaren=ss of attainment and a strivinz for stature that was of consider-
able importance The oreoduct of this striving mioht sesem pretentious
“today, but that bric“ house 1is protahly a good and reoresentative exam-
ple of the ovtcome of efforts by 2 few generations to pressnt a respec-
"table and tangible evidence of status,

Much of what can be said of Asven H1ll is speculative, basad unon

a physical structurs and not substantiastad by written documentation.

That nhysical evidence is informative, however, 2and it points to

struzsle as well as success, The log nouse on this property 1is rrobably

the earlier buildina, Its large firenlace and outside chﬁﬁﬂey of stone

and brick are similar to thosz in many other crunty loc buildingss of

the early nineteenth century, but i1ts 2iamond-shan24 log ends bespeak

a volish not gererally seen (in zart, nerhaps, beczuse so many log

structures are covered with clapbnards or plaSu?T). vinether tnis was

an early family dwellingz, was usad as 2n.outside kitchen, or housed
e
A

slaves 1s not Xnown; it possihly served all three functions at various
times.

The brick "mansion house™ is a substantial and well-built dwelling,
at least for the most part, but it lzmcks refinement of oversll nlan,
workmanship, materials and detailinzg found in thes zrander »lantation
tradition of many Jefferson County country esstates. This is esgecially
evident in the southwest rooms, where more questions arise than anazwers

are nrovided,

nodze of interior

Given 2 medley in exterior brickworl: and re -
hﬂlok house in wind

@woodwork, one wonders if the owner merely haf

when construction began. Althouzh a syrmetry ¥indow style and
Dl2crmant, nse af dack archas, and s ecarvhaled cornice on the sonsh .
{(front) plcsauion iz not broken, 5[1 CoiImOoNn wor eisziners glves

way here to occasional and sporadic use of headers intermixed with long
briclts, the chimney is outside the shell rather than being incorporated
into 2 wall, this section 1s deevar than soubtheast rooms, and there is
a sevarate entrance hall and stair =t its north end. On the interior,
one must step down into the main hall from the southwest rooms, the
docr from the side hall into the first-floor room is differant from
others in height and design, and there is a chair rail here. In
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addition, stones in baserent walls under this s=ction are not the sare ?i
siz=a as thoszs unier the remainrder of the housse,. ?§
o
Could this have bzen vart of an earlier building, was it a 3

serarate unit thst stood alone for some time, did its builders use it L
to a2in a Xnowledze of how to go aoout further construction, or is it
the product of a series of related or unrelatzad errors? Tnese ques-
tions will remain sneculative unless additional evidence comxes to
1lizht, yet they noint up sozmething ahout this house's relationshin te
its time and vlsce: 1t is a decent farm building and a fai

on the part of an asvoirinzg middle class farmily in pre-Civil War
Jefferson County. The product was suited to its socio-econ
environment,
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Bushong, 11illard Kessler. Hisbtoric J=fferson County. Boyece, Va.: Carr
Publishing Co., Inc., 1972. :

Charles Town, Uest Virginia. Jefferson County Courthouse. Deed, Will
and Land books. '

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __ 3% (snproxziwately)

Quadrangle name _Charles Town, W.Va.-Va,-i4d, Quadrangle scale _1:24.000
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Verbal boundary description and justification Asnen i1l sits west of center in a re-ct&&n—
gle bounded orn the north by a cornfi=1d that marks the end of the proverty
line 2s noted in 2 plat containsd in Deed BooX 424 beginning at pasge 632,

at thz Jefferson County Courthouse. The west boundary also follows the

L1
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|
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List all states and counties for properties overlappin; siate or county boundaries

state ‘ code county ' code

state code county ’ _ code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle James E, Harding, Historiaa
Historic Freservation Unit B

organization Dent., of Culture and EHistory date Cctober 27, 1979
The Cultural Center

street & number Capitol Complex telephone (304) 348-0240

city or town Charleston ' ’ state West Virginia

12. Siate Historic Preservation Oficer Ceriification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_____national .. ____state _x_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Ofiicer for the Mational Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
685), | heraby nominate this property for inclusion in the Mational Register and certify that it has bzen evaluatad
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.
/7 £l
State Historic Preservation Oificer signature le.air) 4
State Historic Preservation Officer
tite Director, Preservation Unit, Dept of Culture date. December 10, 1979

Castomm - wuns L.U.L]

For HCRS use only
1 hereby cemfy that this propeny is mcluded in ’he National Reg«ster

- date

Keepger of the National Register =~ - i e S , S '>.‘:a

Chiet of Registration '

GPO 938 835

e e s
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Verbal boundary descrintion and justification (continuad)}:

proverty 1line marked in that plat, generally alonz an existing fence
and field line. The southern boundary is along this proverty line
and follews a fence along the driveway to a treeline approximately
180 feet east of the eastern end of the nouse; this treeline fTorms
the eastern boundary and extends in a straignt lire to connect with
th= above rentioned northern lins aleong the cornfield. Eoundaries
selacted renresent associations with natural and legal land markers.
Within the confines of the nominated a2rea would have been included
the houses =ind associated denendencies ari garden vlots.
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