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Albert and L i b e r a l  Arts F a l l s  f s r x  a C e t a c h d  c o r q l e x  of o f f i c e s  
sfid c l ~ . s s r o o m s  on t h e  2s- is and 51k9ns College canuus. ' . ihi le each 
3 u i l d i r q  is d i s t i n c t  an?. s e o a r a t e ,  t hey  x e r e  planned as a uni t  and  
connected by a q r a c e f u l  s t o n e  a r c ~ . d e  w h i c h  descends  in s t e c s  from 
L i b e r a l  A r t s  311 t o  A l b 2 r t  ?all, b l m d i n ~  t h e  ~vhole  i n t o  t h e  
hillside t e r r a i n .  

Overal l  clesign i s  o r  a ~ o d L f i z d  Georgian 9sviva.l  sty12 wi th  
Srlck e x t e r i o r s  laid i n  8. Fleaish bond ( ? l a z e d  headers) throughout. 
0ri:~inalZ:r esch  b u i l d i c g  had 3% s t o y l e s  abc-re %round 2116 was tonped 
by a gable roof  w f t n  C o m e r s  an4  high d u a l  c h i ~ n e y s  a t  t h e  ends  of 
th? s l l p h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g  c e n t e r  sections ( r e c e s s e d  "wlngs" are  a t  e s c h  
end,  t h o s e  on L l b e r a l  k t s  311 b e i r ? ~  2* s t o r i e s  h i g h ) .  A f t e r  a f i r e  
e x t e n s i i j e l y  dww.qed A l b e r t  hll i n  3.356, however, t h e  qa'ole r o o f  was 
r ~ y c n e d  and "te!:porarilgt' r e p l a c e d  bg a flat roof t h a t  effectively 
e l i u l n a t e d  chinney p r o j e c t i o n s  and all r o o f l i n e  featcres. 

Service as e d u c a t i o 2 a l  o f f i c e s  a?d c lassrooms i s  f a c i l i t a t e d  by 
s:m.metry i n  l i n e s  and ava.ilability of' z b u n i a n t  n a t u r a l  l i z h t  f rom 
iar'se winrio:~ surfaces. Fanestr?tion co~sists or" 12/12 ctouble-hung 
sash i n  c e n t e r  s e c t i o c s  flanked by u.~.r:at lcns In :.rings of either 
c ? ~ - % l  9/9 wind.ows o r  12/12 c e n t e r s  w i t h  6/5 sidelights. Ext ra~1ce  
areas i n  t h e  middle of each end have recessed  p?.seLs x i t h  .between- 
f l o o r  winfioxs in s t a l r x e l l s ,  t o=  s e c t i o n s  of x h i c h  s r e  ?rch?d s n 3  
each onenirlg has s i 2 e l i 3 h t s .  Dormer riLr&o:-:s sre a l s o  zrztze~3 ( d o r ~ e r  
r o o f s  02 AlSsrt ShII x 2 r e  rolmcled a s  a r e  tksse on tIt.2 ~.-ri?ls~ ~f 
Llbera.1 Arts 5211, w h i l  (Chose- i n  t h e  c ~ i l t e ~  s e c t i o n  of the Istt,?r 
are g a b l e  r o o f e d ) .  
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on all s l d e s  w i t h  a n  o r m z e n t  i n  a s c r o l l  d e s l q  atop each stepped 
s e c t i o n .  

Among d e c o r a t i ~ ?  f e ~ t i . x r e s  R r e  s:mg-tonged c o l l e q e  s e a l s  a t  t h e  
f r o n t  of each A l b e r t  !%al l  - + r l n ~ ,  c i r c u l a r  obenings wi th  swags in t h e  
gab72 of wings on L i b e r s l  A r t s  %ill, and d e n t i l  rovr wi th  m o d i l l i o n s  
above i n  t h e  r n i n  comic? of t h e  l a t t e r  (A lbe r t  H a l l  f o r n e r l y  hzd a 
c o r n i c e  of rnod l l l l ons ) .  In  a t l d l t i o n ,  t h e r s  i s  a cupola  a t o p  L i b e r a l  
Arts 3911; i t  s i t s  uTon a can92ed b r i c k  h s e  and i s  surrounded by a 
h l u s t r a c i e .  

E x t e r i o r  integrity of L i b e r a l  A r t s  Fa11 h a s  been r e t a i n e d  a t  a 
h i g h  l e v e l ,  b ~ ~ t  t h e  1955 f i r e  re ,?-~ir ;d  a n u ~ b e r  of a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  
A?.%rt liall. Besi?.es t h e  pa j o r  c h a ~ s e  occss icna? Sg r co f  r e n o v a l ,  
Cor in th iqn  p i l n s t e r s  t h a t  xe re  p a i r e d  a t  e2-ch s l d e  of end e n t r a n c e s  
an4 ~l3 ,cec l  between bays a l o n ~  c e n t r a l  seck ions  a t  f r o n t  and r e a r  were 
taken  dovm. 

I n t e r i o r s  a r e  r a t h e r  p l q i n  2.123 i n s f i t u t ? n r , s l  rrith c c e ~ t e r  ha l l - s  
and f ' : a n l c i r , ~  o f f i c e s  22.5. clzssro3r .s .  A l b z r t  3.11, w h i c h  o r i g i n a l l y  
h z d  2n auCitorIum on i t s  t o p  f l o o r s  ( funds  xer2 no t  av211ahle t o  
f i n i s h  t h i s  a r e a ) ,  w a s  r e n o v s t ~ d  i n s i d e  i n  3947. Its p o s t  notable 
f e a t v r e  i s  a s e ~ i - 3 l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  ?hove i n t e r i o r  doors  i n  the main 
e n t r z n c e  h a l l .  L i 3 e r a i  Arts 5a11 i s  q u i t e  s l a i l a r  t o  A l b e r t  i n  f l o o r  
clsn. I t  i s  sope~tihat pore  r e f i n e d ,  however. A t  n r e s e n t ,  t h e  2tvis 
an? E l  k l n s  ~ d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  conside-inq r e s t o r a t i o n  of A l b e r t  Rsl-1 's 
e x t e r l o r  t o  t h e  ~ s r i o d  Se fo re  t?? P i r e .  

When o r i < j . n a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  7 9 2 k - 2 5 ,  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  f o r ~ e d  
t h e  e n t l k e t g  of am?.ernic b u i l r 5 l n ~ s  st  t h e  ''new" camnus developed on 
1.  be for .aer  " F a l l i e h u r s t "  e s t a t e  of  I.'rs. Stechen 5. Zlk ins .  :It t h a t  

t i ~ a ,  tbe c ~ v p u s  ~ 3 . s  o r i e n t e d  t o ~ . r 2  an e x t ~ n s i v e  r o l l i n g  I ~ w n  at 
t h e i r  "ant ( v e s t ) ,  sn2 t h e  area t o  t ' i e  r e s r  v ~ ~ s  +icode&. Orientation 
h t s  s h i f t e d  s i n c e  t h e  ,969s, however, x i t i ;  nex C C ) Y ~ S ~ ~ U C ~ ~ O E  t o  t h e  

L 1 east agd devel.or?c?nt of a b e l t  ro9.5 ~ ~ o i l n r ?  ~ n l  cRrTus t h a t  Dasses t o  
n t h e l r  r e a r .  cec2use of t h i s ,  w h ~ t  ?;as o r i ~ i n a l l y  t h ~  f r o n t  of A l S e r t  

and T,ib?ral Arts Z n l l s  has becore l esse l -  viawed and used th4n  ends  
and rear. Stuf lents ,  f ? . c u I t y ,  ad~iTistro5icn ard visitors a l i k e  have 
t h e  a d v a n t a ~ e ,  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  of en joy ing  t h a t  exz9nse of  f r o n t  lawn 
a n d  v i b v i n ~  t h e s e  s t t r a c  Live S u i L r l i n ~ s  f iqs iPst  a ba-ckdrop o f  e a s t e r n  
hllts. 



PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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- INVENTION 

S35CIFIc  DATES 192b-36 BUILDER/ARCHITECT ' h ' ~ . i t e r  P. i . 2 r t e - n ~  

STATEMENT O F  SIGNIFICANCE 

A l b e r t  and L i b r a 1  A r t s  Pb-11s a t  Blk ins ,  Bandolph C o l ~ r t y ,  West 
Virginia, r e ~ r e s e n t  t h e  c c l n i n a t i o n  of a nsw cofmitment t o  h ighe r  educa- 
t l o n  a t  D2.vis and Slkins College as w e l l  as t h e  opening of a p e r i o d  of 
g=.o:ith t h a t  ~ ~ i t n e s s e d  ~ratifylng enroll~ent i n c r e a s e s  2nd. a shift t o  a 
~ r ~ S e r n  c u r i c u l u ~ .  founded upon a g r o f i c i e n t  f a c u l t y  and z f f i c i e n t  phys- 
i c 3 1  plant .  Thgse b u i l d i n g s ,  works of one of l ies t  V i r g i n i a ' s  ~ o s t  
m t s d  architects of t h a t  t L 2 e , . a l s o  2e-olzstrated once a g a i n  that t h e  
a h . o s c h e r e  f o r  lezrning xas e:clha..rcerl. by xell-designed and  e s ' s h e t i c a l l y  
z ~ n e a l i n y  s t r u c t u r e s .  

Ii-s.vi.ncr in m i n d  t h e  foun,dir?g of a c l l - a s i c a l  and e n g i n e e r i n g  s choo l ,  
t h e v  ~ a d e  2 ~ r o n o s l t l o n  t o  L e x f ~ z t o n  Er3sbpte ry  of t h e  T r e s b g t e r i s n  
Zhurch  In t 3 9 9  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a c o l l e q e  a t  Elkins. X i t h  f o r t y  acres of 
. -;-,?';?-? b-1 3;.3?13f;0r E?.'cl?y, ?kg, Q?? q ! . ~ n l  ?y 7-3rl-a);0r ?elis,  ?nd 
.-, n - >c3,3(7'3 c o n t r i b u t e 3  by Lexington ~r?sbycery and clcizens cf Z l k l n u ,  
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t h e  c o l l e g e  xas begun an? ogened i n  S e ~ t s n b e r  190$, E n r o l l ~ e n t  i n -  
c r e a s e 4  s l o ~ ? l y  u n t i l  by 1920 i t  w 2 . s  e -~ ide r , t  t h a t  a new b u i l d i n g  was 
needed. This r e q u i r n ~ e 2 t  opened f o r  g e n e r a l  c o n s f d e r a t l o n  whether  
the school  should  be ao?rzd t o  a l s r g n r  c e n t a r  of popula t ion- - sore  
recommended Clzwksburp--an? whether a naze chsnge was i n  o rde r .  

Both q u e s t i o n s  x e r e  resolvefi  wi th  t h e  co l lege ' s  a ccep t ance  of  a 
g i f t  f r o -  Kr3. X a l l i e  % v i s  3 l k i n s  i n  t h e  f o r 2  of a 1923 desd t o  h e r  
f a m i l y ' s  5 ' 3a l l - l ehu r s t "  ~ r o p e r t y  a t  t he  n o r t h e a s t  end on t o m .  Inc3.ud.ed 
wers t h e  l a r g e  rnazsion house,  a d j o i n i ? g  sw:mins p o o l ,  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
buildings and  a b o c t  s i x t y  acres of land.  Among s ~ e c i f k c a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  
t r a n s f e r  ins t rurcent  ;rere reau . l rezen ts  t h a t  t h e  name Davis and Elkins 
be ~ n r n e t u a t e d .  Eow t h e  Eosrd of Trus tens  dec ided  t o  move t h e  campus 
a c r o s s  town t o  t h e  new site, u s i n s  pone7 they  emected t o  r e c e i v e  from 
an o n ~ o i n q  F r e s b y t e r i a n  f lmd r a i s i n g  campai4n t o  e r e c t  new b u i l d i n g s .  

h'altpr F. F a r t e n s ,  an a r c h i t e c t   fro^ C h e r l e s t o n ,  Nest V i r z i n i a ,  
t5en  enr-ya~er l  i n  constructi ior ,  of t h e  S h t e  Zxecutive F'ansion i n  t h n t  
c i t y ,  w a s  a ~ ~ o i n t e d  t o  dov l se  %n overall pl-an f o r  t he  ne% czmcus. 
Ce-nter3lzces of ; T ? ; I T T ~ ~ - O D - ~ ~ . ~  ;..:av'll+ b e  -Lihverxl A r t s  as2 Scl?r,ci., % ~ l l s ,  
f ur,ctl.on=cl btxi l c ? i n r s  ?:I t h  .f unc$i o n a l  nares a ~ ~ r o r : r i ? . ? x  to %he t;co 

' 1  d i s t i n c t l y  emere;ir?q e i ?~cn t io r ! a l  ccncentra t ion,c  cf t h e  d ~ y .  i r z .  Fartens 
d i d  a m s t e r f u l  job i n  u ~ i n q  s l o p i n a  t e r r a i n  e l o n g  a r i d q e l i n e  t o  blend 
t h e s ?  rrodif ied Georgian Revival s t r u c t u r e s  i n t o  'a  d i z n i f i e d  educational 
c o ~ p l e x ,  j o i n i a g  the?  w i t h  a sp l en6 id  s t o n e  arcsde t h a t  complements the 
whole i n d .  dr..i?.rs each t o g e t h e r  t o  f o r n  a u n i t .  

Syqmet r ica l  fa.cad.es--each eeeva t ion  i n  a Flemish bond wi th  glazed 
headers--with s l i q h t l y  indented " v ; l n ~ s t '  a t  t h e  ends  w 2 r e  to?ped by 
gable r o o f s  t h ~ t  i n c o r p o r a t e " o r ~ ~ r s .  E i ~ h  d u s l  chimneys i n  an "Hn 
~ n t t n r n  p i e ~ c e d  i n t e r i o r  wa?ls , an.! r u . ? t i - ~ a n e  erinrio:is ~ r o v i c l e d  am-ple 
light f o r  c? .assrooms , o f f  I c e s  a n 5  comon a r e a s .  3 e t a i l i n g  included 
fanlights above ra - in  ? n t r a n c e s ,  sways placed  s r o m d  c i r c u l a r  n lndoxs  
i n  gzb!-2s a n 4  in ~ s n e l s  b e h e e n  floors, f e n e s t r a t i o n  h l ~ h l i z h t s r l  by 
c:.'as t e r s  ir! S c i e ~ c e  E a l l  ( t h e  l a t t e r  ~ 3 r e  removed 3 f t e r  a 7 956 f i r e ) ,  
R;?CI 2, high c u ~ o l a  surrounded by b l u s t r s 2 e  a t o p  L i b e r a l  A r t s  3all .  
Tog2ther t h e s e  buil.d.:nrs, s l o n a  with 3 h l l i o h u r a t  mansion, would form 
t h e  ca.n?cus f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y  years. 

A n a r o n r i a t s  t o  a move t o  t h e  nex clr>us i n  ~ 9 2 5 ,  faculty and staf'f 
of 2 high c a t i b e r  had bsen r e c r u i t e d .  They dec ided  t o  a d o n t  rexyul re -  
;nents o f  7 2 4  s e v e s t ~ r  c r e d i t  hours t o  e2rn  e i t h e r  a 8 .A.  o r  3,s. 

, , .  P t ',?.~ CUT!-,;::' :2=! '2:; 1 O S S ? . C : ~ ?  2 m ? ! 7 ? 5 1  S 0.C. ~ ~ . : 7 , 3 3 i ~ 2 7 -  
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k o n q  nen f s c u l t y  n e ~ b e r s  a p ~ o i n t 9 d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  g rowth  
w9.s Chqrles E. A l b ? r t ,  who r2 tu rned  $3 1-922 as T r o f s s s o r  o f  T h y s i c s  
an?. Clvll 3 q i n e e r l r - g  an4 Desn of t h s  3 e n 9 s  2 o r ~ i t o r y  a f t e r  havfng 
l e f t  i n  1913 uDon c o m u l e t i o n  of  two y e a r s  of  t e a c h i n g .  P r o f e s s o r  
A l b z r t  became Dean o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  I n  192.5 and lahr served as p r e s i -  
d e n t  f rom 1935 t o  1939.  I t  "2s o n l y  f i t t i n g  t h a t  h i s  long and p ro -  
ductive a s s o c i a t i o n  wit!-? t h e  s c h o o l  an? ysars of  t e a c h i n 3  In S c i e n c e  
9sll  were comEenora.ted i n  t h e  renaTigq of t h a t  b u i l d i ? ~ g .  

A l b e r t  a n d  L l b e r z l  A r t s  nails a r e  TOW part of a x i x e d  c o m l e x  
of o l d  2nd new buil.difl?;s thq t   for^ t o A z y t s  Dsvis an4 Z l k i n s  Co l l ege .  
The1 r o r l e n t s t i o n  h a s  been  d i s c o r t ~ d  S O T - W ! ~ ~  t w i t h  c a m u s  a c t i v i t y  
now centerec! on  w h 2 t  w a s  f o r - ~ r l y  t k e l r  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n ,  but t h e y  
s t i l l  Torn; t h e  h e n r t  of t h i s  s c h o o l  i n  r s n y  m y s ,  e s a e c i a l l y  serving 
as h i s t o r i c a l  r e m i n d e r s  of a c o m ~ i t r c n t  t o  t h e  to tm of  E l%i r , s ,  a new 
C R ~ D U S ,  e n d ,  w i t h  ~ l e z r b y  Srzce land  225 IITs1.11iehurst K a l l s ,  t h e  h o n o r i n g  
of t h o s e  t:qo Ten  who had D ~ Q ~ ; P ~  s i ~ c h  l ~ r a s  r o l e s  ir! foun4in3 t h i s  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  



Xountaln,  June 11, 1925. 
"Xew D&S B u i l d i n ~ s  ? o m a l l y  3 e d i c a t e d  Yesterday Afternoon ,"  Elkins - 

(:,! .Va. ) In te r -Younta in ,  June 5 ,  1 9 2 5 .  
, 

SOSS, Thonas. .'The Roaring % < e n t i e s  and the S c a r l e t  iIurricant3: 1720- 
1929." D k i n s .  Y.Va.. 1979. Photocopied.   raft c h a p t e r  i n  pro- i 
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ACREAGE OF NCMINATED PROPERN ADDFOX. 2% a c r e s  
QUADRANGLE NAME Z l k i n s  . ';I .Va . QUAORANGLE SCALE 1 : 2 4 ~ ) 0 0  

UTM REFERENCES 

A [ ? , ? /  [ 6 !o l  0 1 0 ~ ~ 0 1  p ,310~914,6~0 j  8/1,71 [ 6 ~ 0 ~ 0 ~ 0 , 7 ~ 0 ~  p,310,914, OIO\  
ZQNE EAST!NG NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
by a campus belt road ,  
A.:L'oert  Fh11 t o  a l a rge  

HW IUW 
The nozinatec? area is bounded on t h e  e a s t  ( rearJ  
on t % e  sou th  by t h e  steep hill t h a t  descends f rom 
open field, on t h e  west (front) 5 g  t h e  edge of' 

1 and t h e  t ree  llne below t h e  la-m In t h e  t~:-:race in f r o n t  of AlSert -%l 

STATE COG: COIJNTY CODE I 
t 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE ! t 

k A M E  / TITLE 

E e t x z r t ~ e n t  or' Culture and E i s t o r j ;  A2-11 7 ,  T973 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

The C u l t u r a l  Cen te r ,  C a c i t o l  C o ~ p l e s  (3014) 345-0240 
CiTY OR TGWN STATE 
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Char les ton  Xes t  Virg l i i i a  I 

4 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OPFI CER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 
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LOCAL :.L t NATIONAL - STATE- !? 
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G P O  92\-803 

ci - 
As the designated State H1stor:c P r e s e ~ a t l o n  O f~ce r  for the Nat~onal  H ~ s t o r ~ c  Preservat~on Act of 1966 (Publ~c Law 89-665). I 
hereby nomlnate t h ~ s  property for lnclus~on In the Nattonal Reg~ster and certify that ~t has been evaluated accord~ng t o  the 

crlterla and procedures set forth by the Nat~ona l  Park Servdce 

@yo r,ccCZ/v 4fis- STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS tNCLUDEO iN THE NATIONAL REGISTER i 
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DATE 
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