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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNCWN] PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Albert and Liberal Arts Ealls form a detached complex of offices
and classrooms on tne Davis and Zlkins College camnuo. “hile each
building is distinct and sevarate,. they were planned as a unit and
connected by a gracsful stone arcade which descends in sters from
Literal Arts Hall to Albert Hall, blending the whole into the
hillside terrain,.

£

Overall design is of a modifled Georgian Revival style with
brick exteriors laid in a Flemish bond (zlazed headers) throughout.
Orizinally each bullding had 3% stories above zround and was tovped
by a gable roof with dormers and hlgh duval chirneys at the ends of
thza slightly projecting center sections (recessed "wings" are at each
end, those on Liberal Arts Hall being 2a stories hignh). After a fire

xtensively damaged Albert Hall in 1955, however, the gable roof was
removed and "temporarily! replaced by a flat roof that effectively
eiliminated chimney projections and all roofline features.

Service as educational offices and classrooms is facilitated by
mmetry in lines and avallablility of abundant natural light from
e window surfaces Fenestration consists of 12/12 double-hung
h in center SPCuiOHS flanked by variaticns In wings of either
al 9/9 windows or 12/12 centers with 6/6 sidelights. Entrance
areas in the middle of each end have recessesd vanels with between-
floor windows in stalrwells, tov sections of which are arcned and

ﬁ
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each ovnening has sidelights. Dormer windows are also zrched (dormer
roofs on Albert Hall were rounded as are tncose on the wings of
Liberal Arts Hall, while those in the csntaer section of the iatter
are gable roofed).

End doors are flet and have sideliznts and overlignts; those

on the front differ in each bullding. The main entrance to Liberal
Arts Tall is slithtly vprojecting, forming a gable-roofed "portico”
with Corinthian vilasters to either side of a ransled-recessed
entranca, A semi-circulsr fanlight is above this door, and the
entrance bay is flanked by swall windows tha t 2id in lighting the
interior hall. Albert H2ll's main entrance is a flat continuation
of the surface of ths rock-faced stone Tirst floor and consists of a
sidelighted door with seri-circular sunburst panel above. Windows
to sither side of the entrance bay have wooden nanels beneath, a
feature rsveated in plaster with swags bebtween secound- and Shird-
£loor windows on this elevation,

Stona is used throughout to accentuate and break the brick
facade. A1pert Hall has a belt course orajecting between Tirst and
2cond ¢looro and another above the third level., Windows of both
buildings have jack-arch lintels with stonz keystones. The most
imnressive stone feature, thousgh, is the seven-step arcade between
P1ildinesg, It is 2lsn of rock-Facad texturs and hos archned orenings
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on a1l sides with an ornament in a scroll desizn atop each stepped

section,

Among decorative features ars swag

~-topped college seals at the

front of each Albert Hall wing, circular onenings with swags in the

gable of wings on Liberal Arts Hall,

and dentil row with modillions

above in the main cornice of the 19+ter (Albert Hall formerly had a

cornlce of modillions). In addition,
Arts Hall;

balustrade.

there 1s a cupola atop Liberal
it sits upon a vaneled brick base and 1is surrounded by a

Ixterior integrity of Liberal Arts Hall has been retained at =a

igh level,

Albtert qall

D"

Cprlnthian pilasters that were paired at ex

but the 1955 fire required a number
Begsides the major change occasicned by rcof removal,

of alterations in

ch side of end entrances

nd placed between bays alonz central sections at front and rear were

tﬁ ten down.,

Interiors are rather plain and instit
and Tlanking offices and classrooms, -Albs
had an auditorium on its top floors {(funds
finish this area), was renovated inside in
feature is a semi-eliptical fanlignt above

entrance hall. Libherail

plan.,

Arts Hall is guite

N

It is somewhat wmore refined, however.

witn centsr halls
which originally

t availahle to

. 1ts most notable
erior doors in the main
s¢m17ar to Albert in floor
At present, the Davis
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and Elkins administration 1s considering restoration of Albert Hall's

exterior to the period before the fire.

When originally constructed in 1924-26,
"new"™ campus deve
the forrer "Halliehurst™ estate of lMrs. Ste
ented toward an extensive rolling lawn at
their front (west), and the area to the rear was wooded.

the entirety of academic bulldinzs at the

time, the carpus was ori
has shifted since the 19260s, howeve with
east and develonrent of a belt road around

their rear, Because of this,

these budeings forrmed
loped on
phen B, Elkins., At that
Orientation
new construction to the
the camnus that passes to

wnat was origzinally the front ol Albert

and Libteral Arts ualls has bascome lesser viewed and used than ends

and rear, Students, T=zculty,

administration anrd visitors alike have

the advantage, nonethPTess, of enjoying that exvanse of front lawn

and viewing theses attractive buildings aAzainst a backdrop of

hilils.

eastern

»
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__1400-1493 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION LAWY —SCIENCE
—~1500-159% __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE _SCULPTURE
__1800-1698% X ARCHITECTURE X EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAI/HUMANITARIAN
—1720-178% _ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC _THEATER
—153C-1838% __ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
Z1800- _— COMMUMICATIONS __INDUSTRY __PCUTICS/GOVERNMENT _.OTHER (SPECIFY)

_INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES  1924-26 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Walter F. [Martens

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Albert and Liberal Arts Hslls at Elkins, Randolph County, West
Virginia, revresent the culmination of a2 new commlitment tTo higher educa-
tion at Davis and ZTlkins College as well as the ovening of a veriod of
growth that witnessed gratifying enrollment increases and a shift to a
rndern curiculum founded upon & proficient faculty and efficlent phys-
1221 plant These buildings, works of one of West Virginia's most
noted architbc+s of that time, also demonstrated onop azain that the
atmosphere for learning was enhanced by well-designed and estnetlcally
apnealinz structures,

In the last aquarter of the nineteenth century, %West 7irzinia
experienced significant activity in extractive and timbar-related
industries., Interior stands of wvirgin hard and soft woods awalited
entrevrenaurs who could raise sufficisnt canital to =2xplolit thelr
riches., Co2l sesms beckoned devsloners wno could oven faczs, tr _ﬂSport
neral and market it efficisntly. Frocssses involved in remova
ura "o“rCQS Soon Tad to boom conditiocns in ruch of kLhe staue.

21l nature of an sconomy o 4 upon such industry often
1ack of standards and regulaitions to sromote scarrliag of
criovling and iWﬁoverish.e nurerous persons.
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There were many businessmen of this veriod who apnlied some of

thelir wealth in a vhilenthropic way, however, sven endeavoring at Times
to insure that those benefits they received wOULd be shared Ly indivi-
duals ~ho had made it possible as well as by the community and state
wherein fortunes were garnered. Henry G. Davis and Stephen B, ZElkins
(his so;-ln law) ware, zenerally speaking, of this sort, Each had
built a palatial nome in Bhe town (named for the lattzr) which they had
heleved to found as hubd of thelr railrecading activity., Each had repre-
s2nted their adorvnted state in the United States 3enate., In the early
v2ars of the twentieth century, sach becans a pajer henefactor and
prirme mover in eshtablishmmernt of & collesge at Tlking, solidifying that
ceity?'s role as transportation, supvly, and now educational cer er of

a larze area of tnis state where coal and tinmber werse "kinz.

Having in mind the founding of a clazsical and engineerlng school,
they made a provosition to Lexington Frasbytery of the Presbyterian
Church in 1899 to establish a college a2t Elkins., Wit h forty acres of
T2 Tonnated by Ssnator Elkins, 3L 007 given by 3enator Davis, and

30

7 b
223,000 contributed by Lex1ngton Fresboytery and citizens of Elikins,
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the college was begun and opened in September 1G04 Enrollnment in-~

creased slowly until by 1320 it was evident that a new dbuilding was
needed, This reguirer onened for general consideration whether
the school should be movad to a largsr center of population--some
recormended Clarksburg--and whether a name change was in order.

ant

Zia

Both questions were resolved with the college's acceptance of a
gift from Vrs., HAallie Davis Elkins in the form of a 1923 deed to her
family's "Halliehurst" proverty at the northeast end of town, Include
were the large mansion house, 2djoining swimming pool, several other
buildings and about sixty acres of land. Among svecifications in this
transfer instrument were regquirements that the name Davis and Elkins
be vervetuated., Now the EBoard of Trustees decided to move the campus
across town to tne new site, using money they expected to receive from
an ongoing Presbyterian fund raising campvaian to erect new buildings.
ton, West Virzinia,
Mansion in that
v the new cAampus.

1

Martens, an architect from
then engaged in conqtrhc cion of the 3tate
city, was avvolnted to devise an overall DWan
Centeroisces of develorment wonld be -Liberal Art. and Sclence Halls
functiornal buildinzs with funcficonal names apvrouriste Lo the two
distinctly emerging educational concentrations of the day. IMr. Martens
did a wasterful job in usinz sloping terrain along a ridgeline to blend
these rodified Georsgian Revival structures into a dignified educational

corplex, joining them witn a splendid stone arcade that complements thes
whole and draws each together to form a unit.

Walter F, ston

=rlesto
cut ve

o 1

Syrmatrical facades--zach elevation in a Flemish bond with glazed

headers--with slizhtly indented

"winzs" at the ends were topped by

gable roofs that incorporated dormers,
vattern pilerced interior wails, and rulti
light for classrooms, offices and
fanlights above main entrances,
in gables and in panels between floors,

swags pla

Hizh dual chimneys in an “HY
common areas,

fenestration highlighted by

-rane windows vprovided ample
Detailling included

ced around clrcular windows

pilasters in Science Hall (the latter were removed after a 1955 fire),
2l high cupola surrocunded by balustrade atop Liberal Arts Hall.,
Together these bulldings, along with Hallishurst mansion, would form
the camvus for the next thirty years,

a

Apoprovriate to a move to the new carmpus in 1926, faculty and staff

of 2 high caliber had been recruited. Thney decided to adopt reguire-
ments of 128 sewester credit hours to earn either a2 B.A. or B.S.
Asoras, modernizing the curlculum by less=2ning ervhasis on classical
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studies. TEnrollment increased from 37 in 1618-19 to 185 in 1925-26
and 236 in 1026-27,

of growth

Among new faculty members apvointed during this perilod
was Charles E. Albert, who returned in 1922 as Professor of Fhysics
and Civil Irgineering and Dean of the Men’s Dormitory after having
left 4in 1913 uvon completion of two years of teaching, Professor
Albart became Dean of the College in 1925 and later served as presi-
dent from 1935 to 1936. It was only fitting that his long and pro-
ductive association with the school and years of teaching in Sclence
Hall were commemorated in the renaming of that bullding.

Albert and Liberal Arts Halls are now part of a mixed complex
0ld and new buildings that form today's Davis and Elkins College.
Their orientation has been distorted somewhat with campus activity
now centered on what was formerly their rear elevation, but taey
sti11 form the heart of this school in many ways, especlally serving
as historical reminders of a cormitment to the town of Elkins, a new
campus, and, with nearby Graceland and Halliehurst Halls, the honoring

CI‘ L PRANY
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